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ASG29 - with engine 

The ASG 29 was doing well in 
the UK l8-Metre Nationals as 
live went to press. Jochen Ewald 
tries out the new turbo variant 

What you must know 

If you're a UK glider owner, 
you need to know now how this 
major change will affect you. 
Pete Stratten outlines how the 
SGA will help you ensure your 
glider stays lega lly airworthy 

1,200km in Scottish wave 

John Williams reports on the 
longest flight ever flown in 
the United Kingdom - all done 
in wave within the borders 
of Scotland 

Navigating the unknown 

The mass ive contribution to air 
sports made by the former BGA 
Chairman, David Roberts, has 
been recognised by two major 
awards. Helen Evans interviews 
the man behind the medals 

Turbo tries UK skies 

Tim Wilkinson of Sackville Farm 
explains why they bought the UK's 
first Grob turbo tug while Roger 
Davies of the RAFGSA Centre 
reports on first impress ions of it 
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For the VGC Rally, 30 vintage aircraft from 11 sites 
came to Parham. itself home to four vintage gliders: 

Member of the 
this T-21 (flown by Julian Hitchcock) and Capstan Royal Aero Club 
(piloted by Guy Westgate). plus a Huetter 17 and and Ihe 
a Skylark. See p26 for more (PllOtO: Peter Atkinson) Federation Aeronautique Internationale 
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~News 

AT a recent Sport England conference in London, 

Together for Sport, BGA delegates contributed to 

workshops and presentations that provided within the 

conference aims detailed inSight into Sport England's 

future participation objectives and prerequisites for 

funding. A small BGA team led by Diana King is 

assessing among other issues how the BGA can best 

advise clubs to form or develop engagement with 

regional and community sports decision-making 

bodies. More information at www.spartengland.orgl 

indexlnews_and_medial together_far_sport.htm 

EASA has published a Notice of Proposed 

Amendment (NPA 2007-08) regarding the continuing 

airworthiness of aircraft not used in commercial, air 

transport (Part M) and is inviting comments. There is 

a link to the NPA at www.gliding.ca.uk. Consultation 

ends on 28 September and the BGA will post advice 

on the BGA website in late August for those who need 

further information. If responding, it is absolutely vital 

to do so in your own words. Copied responses - no 

matter how many of them there are - will be treated 

as a single one, effectively rendering them valueless. 

HOLDERS of a non-BGA but BGA-recognised gliding 

instructor rating must be tested by a BGA-~proved 

examiner prior to the issue of an equivalent BGA 

rating. The pilot must hold a BGA GPL and, after a 

test by a BGA examiner, must submit a completed 

BGA instructor form 1 to the BGA office along with a 

photocopy of the pilot's existing instructor rating. 

LASHAM's next Advanced Met for Soaring Pilots 

courses are on October 13-14 and November 10-11. 

Detailslcost at www.lasham.org.ukllearninglmet.asp 

THE BGA Development Committee is making good 

progress with the development of a 'Clubmark' 

accreditation process, expected to be discussed in 

detail with clubs later this year. Meanwhile. if there is 

anyone out there with experience of working with 

'Clubmark ' either within gliding or elsewhere, please 

contact Alison Randle at AJisan@gliding.ca.uk 

THE CAA advise that Sibson's radio frequency has 

changed to 120.325MHz. If you cannot determine the 

status of, the drop zone assume it's active to FU50 

and avoid. The CAA has also added an internet

based news-feed facility to its website to simplify the 

job of updating CAA VFR charts. This provides news 

on all chart amendments by email, or via RSS feeds. 

Subscribe for free at www.caa.co.uklsubscriptians 

THE RAeC will hold a European regulatory briefing 

on August 11 at the Popular Flying Association , 

Turweston , covering the latest proposals for EASA 

Part M (maintenance), licensing, and future possible 

changes in the original airworthiness framework for 

light aviation. including gliders. Details are on the PFA 

website, where bookings can be made on a first 

come, first served basis as spaces are limited. 

CLUB chairmen have been advised of a revised 

procedure for the required BGA endorsement of CFls. 

OUR thanks to Hugh Browning, Colin Broom and 

Graham Evison for identifying some transcription and 

arithmetical errors in the BGA annual statistics in the 

last issue - and our apologies to the clubs affected. 
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IN May the I5IIBm LS1O-s/ 

made its maiden flight. As it is 

equipped with the approved 

SOLO-2350 that's already 

used in the the LSB-st, it's 

available as a motorglider or 

glider The LS10-st is the first 

type manufactured wholly by 

DG in Bruchsal. With integral 

bug wipers and solar panel. 

flaperons, NOAH and a two

chamber fin tank, it's pitched 

as a high-performance new

comet. Empty weight. including 

fuel tank and engine, is 324kg 

and as we went to press it had 

just come 4th and 5th in the 

German IB-metre nationals 

Photo : www.dg-flugzeugbau.de 

Focus on interoperability 

THE BeA is asking British glider pilots 

to stay aware of the ongoing debate 
about "Mode 5" - the interoperability 

of UK airspace - over the coming months, 
as its maintains a dialogue with the Civil 
Aviation Authority on the subject (see BCA 
Executive News, p1 OJ. The Association will 
keep pilots informed via www.gliding.co.uk 
and S&C as and when there is news to report. 

It is continuing to raise with the CAA a 
number of concerns based on safety, 
technical, operational and economic issues, 
and it is developing its detailed response 
to proposals publishul by the CAA in June. 

These were outlined in a smartly-designed 
" In Focus" newsl Iter that is available on the 
CAA website and was emailed to pilots who 
responcled to last year's Partial RIA. Entitled 
"CAA Proposals for the Implernenlation of 
Mode 5", this outlines a two-phase approach. 

The first phase, irnrlerncnted in 2008, 
would not ilffect glicling. But Phase 2 would 
rnean that from March 31, 2009, I\-Iode 5 ELS 
transponders would be required for: aircraft 
rnJking VFR flights within controlled airspace 

below FL 100; powered aircraft making inter
national flights and for flights within any new 
Transponder M,.mdatory Zones (TMZs), which 
might be created in uncontrolled airspace. 

Apart from TMZs, operations in Class G 
airspace below FL 100 would be unaffected 
by Phase 2. A three-year transition period 
would provide time for operators to install the 
necessary Mode 5 equipment. 

For gliders, the CAA cites the existence of 
Temporary Reserved Areas(Gliders) or TRA(C)s 
- in which gliders without transponders can 
operate up to FL245 - and the use of Letters 
of Agreement (LOA) as reasons for envisaging 
that the current general ANO exemption for 
gliders from the transponder c<miage rules 
would be removed altogether in Phase 2. 

The CAA is promising a 16-week publi c 
consultation at the end of 2007 about the 
Phase 2 plans, following informal stakeholder 
workshops this summer. It's worth tilking a 
look for yourself at this latest briefing - whi ch 
is considerably more user-friendly than last 
year's PRIA. You can download it at: 
II'IVIV. C 1a.CO. uk/docs/H I OI/VIode_S.Jullc07 J \4.pdf 

Diary dates - and congratulations 

Western Regionals Nympsfield 

Bieester Regionals Bieester 

Standard Class Nationals Pocklington 

Inter University Task Week- Aston Down 

Junior Worlds Rieti, Italy 

Europeans (Club/Std) Pociunai, Lithuania 

Europeans (15118mIOpen) Issoudun. France 

Open Class Nationals Lasham 

Club Class Nationals Lasham 

Midland Regionals Husbands Bosworth 

Northern Regionals Sutton Bank 

Inter Services RAF Honington 

Cotswold Regionals Aston Down 

Booker Regionals Booker 

Junior Nationals TIbenham 

21n-29n 

21n-29n 

21n-29n 

28n-5/8 

2Bn-11I8 

2Bn-1218 

218-1918 

418-1218 

418-1218 

418-1218 

4/8-1218 

418-1218 

418-1218 

11 18-19/8 

1818-2618 

Lasham Regionals lasham 1818-2618 

Dunstable Regionals Dunstable 1818-2618 

Gransden Regionals Gransden Lodge 1618-26/8 

2-seater competition- Poeklington 1918-2618 

Mountain Soaring Comp- Aboyne 219-809 

- Not a BGA-rated Gompellllon 

Congratulations to the following competition winners: 

Bidford Regionals Rod Witter 

15-Metre Class Nationals Chris Starkey 

Eastern Regionals Angus W.tson 

Please make a note that Saturday, March 8, 2008 is the date for 

the BGA AGM and Sporting Conference and BGA Governance 

and Chairmen's Conference. Look forward to seeing you tflere' 

Saifplane & Gliding 
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Appointments to important voluntary roles in gliding 


Nominations are invited 

THE Royal Aero Club (RAeC) is inviting nominations 

to be considered for the fOl/owing 2007 awards: 

The President's Rolex Trophy - for a young person or 

group of people (aged 14-21), for outstanding work, 

performance or achievement in aerospace activity. 

The Old & Bold Trophy - for someone aged 65 or 

more who flies or ceased flying during the previous 

year, who has been conspicuously involved in 

aviation in general and sporting aviation in particular, 

for their work, initiative, devotion or in other ways~ 

The Ann Welch Memorial Award - in recognition of 

those whose instructional activity assists members of 

the BGA. BHPA or BMAA to beCOme competent pilots 

and reach higher standardS of sport ftying. The Award 

is made for significant contribution in the field of ftying 

instruction, and exceptionally to include associated 

Don't forget. .. 
FOLLOWING changes to BGA contest 
rules prompted by a fatal acc ident in 2005, 
all pi lots at BGA clubs arc reminded to 
consider the following guidance (set out in 
the April-May S&G, p63, and, vailabl · at 
w\V\V.gt iding.co. ulJbga i nlo/sai('t)'/t3 kii n ishes. pdi): 

i) Regardless of the positi on of any finish 
line, glider approaches towards the airfield 
should follow a descending flight profile 
(other th'ln to go-around where necessary) ; 
ii) during the approach the landing area 
should be in the pilot's sight; 
iii) the approach should cross the airfield 
boundary at a height whi ch cannot 
endanger persons (seen or unseen), 
vessels, vehicl es or structures. 

Notwithstanding this guid,)I1ce, a pilot's 
primary consideration ilt all times should 
be the safety of the crew, the aircraft and 
third parties. 

The CAA has made it clear to the BGA 
that t'hey will continue to monitor activity 
at gl iding sites and thelt the subject of task 
finishing will be reviewed in the light of 
experience during 2007. 

BRIAN Penfold (lop right) has been appoinled 

chairman of the BGA Safely Commiffee. Brian. 

an instructor at Wyvem GC and a competition 

pilol, contributes a background in prolessional 

engineering and operalional /light safely 

managemenl 10 this very important role. The 

46-year-Old serving Army Officer IS a qualified 

Aircraft Engineering Officer and in his most 

recent posting was responSible for independent 

assessmenls of MoD and contractors' safely 

case and safety management systems. He 

began gliding in 1999 (ask him who sent him 

solo) and has a Gold Badge and Diamond goal 

and dis lance. Brian. also secrelary of Ihe Army 

Gliding Association. adds: "lin looking forward to 

10 taking the BGA s Salely Management Syslem 

forward into Ihe eVolVing EASA environment . .. 

August - September 2007 

subjects such as navigation and meteorology. It is 

open to aI/ BGA, BHPA and BMAA instructors. The 

2006 Ann Welch award was won by John Henry, seen 

above at Portmoak's launchpoint. He was nominated 

by his club, the Sconish Gliding Union. 

Nomination forms from BGA clubs should be with 

the RAeC's BGA representative, Diana King, by the 

end of October. She can be reached on 01926 332713 

or via email at secretary@royalaeroclub.org 

In a spirit of 

co-operation 

JUST before we went to press, news came in 
of a merger between two BGA clubs that 
have been operating recently from the same 
site. The new club's secretary, Mike Terry, told 
S&G: "On the 23 June at 12.32pm the proud 
parents - Dukeries and Newark & NotlS 
Gliding Clubs - gave birth to a new gliding 
club. She was named over a glass of bubbly 
as the Darlton Gliding Club". Dukeri es 
moved to Darlton last year from its previous 
base at nearby Gamston while Newark 
& Notts were formerly at Winthorpe. The new 
club will have more than 80 members. 

Meanwhile, the other side of the country, 
the West Country's two biggest clubs, Bristol 
& Gloucestershire and Cotswold - having 
identified that they were each addressing 
similar probl ems - planned a joint open day 
this spring as the first event in J new spirit 
of co-operat ion. Unfortunately the weather 
did not co-operate but the planning for the 
day showed what was possible, including a 
website (www.goglide.co.uk) for trial lessons. 

The BGA's new Senior Regional Examiner 

(Motor Gliders) is Andy Miller (botlom righl). who 

says ils daunting laking over this role from Bruce 

'Tappa" Tapson: 'Tappa steered Ihe develop· 

ment of our instructing system for motorgliders. It 

is utterly practical and much envied. I'm looking 

forward to consolidating his work ". Andy. the lug

master for Bannerdown GC. has some 3.000 

gliding hours since starling with Ihe Air Cadels in 

t965 and has been inslrucling In Falkes since 

797 7. Affer flying nationals In Ihe 1970s and 80s, 

he is now enthralled byAlpine flying and owns an 

ASW20L. Andy was an RAF A2 OFI, his Jet 

Provost instructing being part 01 a career that 

spanned types as varied as the F4 Phantom and 

C 730 Hercules. He now eams his launch fees 

flying Embraer 145 airliners 

AS part of the BGA's efforts to ensure that no glider 

pilot enters areas of Temporary Restricted Airspace 

- RA(T)s - there is now an at-a-glance calendar on 

the BGA website, summarising all areas affected by 

RA(T)s on any given day. It links to the relevant 

Aeronautical Information Circulars, which provide 

definitive detailS of the RA(T) . Please do use it: 

www.gliding .co.uklbgainfol airspacel rats .php. 

Hopefully this will prove a useful aid to the safety of 

all but it is not a substitute for checking NOTAMs 

before every flight - the AIS site is at www.ais.org.uk 

IF you own or operate gliders in the UK, please read 

the important article on p22 about new airworthiness 

arrangements, involving a 12-month transition period 

from BGA to EASA Cs of A, that start this September. 

The BGA will also hold a series of Part M Inspector 

Seminars for BGA inspectors to introduce new and 

revised procedures and the Continued Airworthiness 

of BGA aircraft and help explain the transition from 

BGA EASA C of A. More details in the advert on p25. 

IN May The Air League made awards to David 

Roberts (see p36) and World Standard Class 

Champion Leigh Wells. Meanwhile, the League's 

gliding bursary winners this year are: Hannah Best; 

Luke Cooper Berry; David Gethin; Alex Giddings; 

Laurie Gregoire; Joshua Hurley; Shaun McLaughlin; 

Annabel Marriotl~ William Mcleman; Fiona Smith. The 

Air League will again hold a Flying Day at Bicester for 

young people interested in gliding or flying generally, 

organiser Andy Perkins tells us. "The main aims are 

to fly, fly, fly and have loads of fun," he says. Gliding, 

aerobatics and light aircraft flights will be available, 

along with aviation careers advice and seminars. "If 

you want to join the Services, fly airliners or go into 

aircraft engineering, be there!" he adds. More details 

will be published at www.airleague.co.uk 

AS reported last issue (p5) an EASA glider with a 

BGA Certificate of Airworthiness can be flown in any 

EU member state. Gliders subject to Annex II to 

Regulation (EC) No 159212002 remain under national 

regulations and are not governed by Part 21 and 

other EASA Implementing Rules. The DGAC (French 

CAA) has advised the BGA that owners of Annex II 

gliders who wish to fly in France should apply to the 

DGAC for a French national permit to fly based on the 

BGA C of A and subject to payment of the relevant 

fee (currently 20 Euros). Details at www.gliding.co.uk 

ALTHOUGH any pOint can be used as a turnpoint 

when submitling a badge claim with logger evidence, 

It would greatly help the BGA Badge Secretary if you 

could try to only use official BGA turnpoints (see 

www.spsys.demon.co.uklturningpoints.htm) as this 

makes checking claims much easier. If you do use a 

point that is not on the official BGA list, you must 

include its latitude and longitude in the declaration. 

THERE'S a new section, Get Involved, on the BGA 

website, which lists current volunteer opportunities. 

In a bid to simplify navigation, the site's menu has 

also been modified and some headings have been 

changed to betler reflect content. The tugging section 

(renamed Power Flying) has been expanded to 

include motorglider operations and now contains the 

BGA Motor Glider Handbook - www.gliding.co.ukl 

bgainfoldocumentslmghandbookedl.pm 
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Your letters 


Mountain High Oxygen 
We are now authorised distributors 
for the full range of MH Oxygen 
EDS and XCR systems. Visit our 
website to view the full range. 

Microair 760 Radio 
This fantastic little 57 mm radio 
has recently be updated to version 
"N" and is better than ever. 

£646.29 inc VAT 

Winter BonIgerate 
Instruments 
The very best German precision 

Replacement seat harness for most 
gliders in a full range of colours. 

prices start at: £275,71 
inc VAT 

Camelbac 
Unbottled 2litres 
Leak-proof fully,lnsulated 
bottle offers up fu 3 hours 
of cool, clean water. 

£29.38 inc VAT 

GPS, PDA Cable and 
Mount Specialists 
VISit our website to view the 

Digital audio variometer 
with average display and inbuilt 

Instruments. Visit oUrWe!bsite to 
view the full range. 

Colibri 
Smallest 
logger with 
high levellGC 
approval-All 
you need to 
claim badges, 
records or competilion flights 
It is small in size, but big in 
functionality. Standalone it 
is useful for navigation, wind 
calculation and tracking of engine 
status. Full details on our website. 

£595.00 inc VAT 

speaker. We are the UK agents 
with the full range available. 

These all new versions replace the 
840 and 850 with theaddition of 
new technology and functions. 

and our Heritage is 

we have 15 years 
experience in aU 
kinds of repair, 

simply caUfor advice. 

TEL. 01 452 741463 
M. 07860 542028 

SALES@SVSP.CO.UK 

S&G and safety 
I HAVE to say your altitude at S&G to safety 
in gliding baffles me! 
1) Why do you relegate important safety 
articles such as Task finishes and approaching 
landing (April-May 2007, p63) to the back 
pages? It was three years after FLARM was 
introduced that you first mentioned it in 
your pages. Even today, you summarise the 
British debate on transponders more around 
money than lives. If safety is important, 
we must put all safety articles up front on 
the first pages of the magazine. 
2.) Why is it that the BCA has a timid 
attitude to safety? In the same article as 
I mention above you outline the new 
guidance from the BCA Competitions 
Committee, which effectively amounts to a 
cop-out - passing the buck to the pilot, ie 
no change. Beat-ups serve no constructive 
purpose whatsoever and are by their nature 
carried out in areas of intense aircraft move
ments. If safety really mattered to the BCA, 
it would ban all beat-ups within a sensible 
distance of all airfields. Which reminds me, 
please stop publishing (close-up) photo
graphs of gliders doing beat-ups and other 
aircraft in unjustifiably c los formations such 
as the Lasham advertisement - you send the 
wrong message to the gliding fraternity. 
Mark Hope, ALFORD, Aberdeenshire 
f lelen Evans, editor of S&G, replies: You raise d lot of 

points and it's interesling to observe how our personal 

a<;sumptions give us different view 5 of the Sdrlle sets of 

facts. Just two examples : i irstly, you say that S&G irames 

the " British debate on transponders" (CAl" proposals for 

UK airspace inleroperdbility) around money morl" than 

I,ves. In fact, the SGA has four main areas of COnCern 

about currenl CAA policy on interopera bility, and cost 

is not the lead one. Secondly, you assume that the iront 

pages of S&C are the most impurtant ones ,lnd that onc 

p"rlicular sa fety article was thus 'relegated ' to the back . 

III fact, of course, I r;:1n it nex-t to the a cid "nt summaries 

- identified in our latest readership survey as our most 

popular regulJr ieJ.tur - to ensure rnJxirnum exposurc. 

S&C does lake s:lfelY seriousl y - while rccogni, ing Ih;) t 

the' rcason people go gliding is to enjoy themselves 

BGA Club Annual Statistics 
I SUPPOSE most club chairmen take a c lose 
look al the club statistics to make sure they 
are correct. I am afraid I note an error in this 
year's table of club fleets (June-July, p52). 
Yorkshire CC in fact has a club single-seat 
fl eet of four, not one JS stated. We operate 
a DC-303, a Discus, a Club Astir and J K-B. 
These complement our two-seat fleet of 
DC-lOOO, DC 500 and two K-21 s. Although 
our launching facilities clo not now run to a 
Rolls Royce, as seen in the photograph in 
the April-May S&G (p6), we clo have two 
Pawnees and a Super Cub to augment our 
winch. We also operJle a 80hp ROlax Falke. 
Mily I illso tilke this opportunity to commend 
the BCA for its choice of Nalional Coach. 
Mike is a prilgmatic Yorkshire man and 
I -am sure will bring a down-to-earth 
commonsense Northern attitude to this 
pivotal and vital role. Congratulations Mike. 
Graham Evison, Chairman, YGC 
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Finishing circles 
A LOT has been sil id in the last 20 years 
concerning task finishing: in minimum 
altitude; by direct landing; no overshoots; 
and so on. But nothing has rea ll y changed 
(see acc ident reports). In my 25 years 
experi ence in gliding comps there is only 
one finishing procedure which is rea lly safe: 
the "finishing line" has to be defined as a 
x-mile circle (e,g, two or three miles, 
depending on the airfield surrounding) 
around the il irfield reference point, that is, 
the tilsk is done and over when this "virtuil l 
circle" is passed (documented by logger). 

Thi s rule has tremendous advantilges: 
1. a lot of stress is ilvoided for the pil ots on 
the last mile (cross ing the line, lowering the 
undercarri age, observing the other gliders, 
selecting the ri ght runway ... ). 
2. Pilots have a lot of time to mil ke il neilrl y 
normal final approach (e.g. two miles). 
3. No high speed landing since every pil ot 
tri es to optimise his tilsk speed by fl ying fast 
before crossing the " finish line" - after cross
ing he can use the excess speed for either a 
direct landing (with nearly normal speed) or 
by selecting a runway in an appropriate 
direc tion (depending on the wind), 
4. People on the airfield or nearby are not 
endangered by low-fl ying gliders at high 
speed (two or three mil es out in most cases 
is farm IJnd or woodland!. 
5. Danger of enforced landings on the ilir
field when the height is too low (or even try
ing to pass the finishing line on the airfield 
in the "right" direction) is totJlly avoided 
since in worse case the pilot who reaches 
the fini shing circle low may make an out
field IJnding without losing the daily sore 
(so thi s stress is off! ) 
Up to now I rea ll y see no big disadva ntages 
for the fini shing procedure - nevertheless 
it's nearly not used (with the exception in 
the B<l illeau International Comp in France). 
Charly Giesen, Germany, via email 

Technical language 
ALTHOUGH my English is very mediocre, 
one thing that infuriates me is the use of the 
term C of A's - especially by th e BGA 
Technica l Committee who should know better. 
C of A's are if stated in full , Certificate of 
Airworthinesses. What are Certificate of 
Airworthinesses? Can we be rea lly radica l 
and revert to the correct term, C's of A, 
ie: Certifi cates of A irworthiness ! O r perhaps 
someone di sagrees w ith my interpretation? 
Ralph Jones, MEMBURY, Berkshire 
i-Iplen Eva ns, ed itor of sse, rep li es: Thanks, Ralph . I' ll 

pass your comments on to the commi ttee, Jnd adv ise 

them of the abbreviat ion sse uses, w hich is C$ of t\ 

and not C's of A - because certifi ca tes, plural, doesn't 

takt· an apostrophe. In fa inll's" though, a co ll eague 

has pointed (Jut other usages that wou ld suppnrtthe 

Technica l Committee's approach - Pri soners of War, for 

example, are know n as PoW s, not 1-'50W. I'm pleased 

that your letter also gives me a great opportunity to say 

a pub lic thank you to the team of , kill er! volunteers

Bt'rnard Smyth, Kayt Peters and Ann Parry - who do a 

superb job of proofre"ding much of each SSe. No one 
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person can spot every error in a oS-page magaz ine so 

I don't know what I'd do w ithout the'e unsung heroes. 

Any mistakes remaining are my respons ib ilit y, not theirs 

Bloggs and numbers 
"\J\lH EN you can talk about something in 
terms of numbers..." In sc ience, the above 
dictum (of the late Lord Kelvin, a century 
ago) is we ll-known; I leave readers to guess 
the res t. In Neil Kelly 's letter Uune-July 2007, 
p8), he asks if any correlation is ever made 
between w inch-launch acc idents and pilots' 
experi ence of rea l launch fa ilures. As J 
Club Safety ''''ember, I asked this very s<lme 
question il coupl e of years back, based on 
observati on/experi ence over some decades 
instructing, which incl uded the winch 
technology revolution of the IJst 10-1 5 
yea rs; however, I was told 'There is no da ta ' . 

Tilking Lord K's approach, if we have no 
data, let's milke some guess timates: Bloggs, 
w ith 100hrs in his log-book, does perh aps 
30 launches a year in his syndicate FRP 
1970s glider. His cl ub does 100 w inch 
launches per day and, on his gliding days, 
he's there for half of these launches, When a 
winch launch fa il s, let's define three heights: 
low, awkward or greater; assume 33 per cent 
likelihood of ticking th awkward box (on 
th e acc ident report?) . If this was in the 1980s 
or ea rli er, the w inch failure rJte might be 10 
per cent or more. NowadilYs, it's nearer one 
per cent (one new instructor colleague tolrl 
me recently th at he'd not experi enced his 
first rea l wi nch failure until aher 400-plus 
launches and that was during his Assistant 
Rating course!). 

In the good/bad old days, each day Blogg. 
vi sited his club, he would see 50 launches of 
whi ch five were failures and of these every 
third one (ie 1.67 launches per day average) 
were awkward (a nd some three in JII on the 
day would occur there) . During the 
30 winch launches he himse lf did each year, 
three wou ld be fililures and one would be 
awkward. At the bar after flying, "Did you 
see thJt ilwkward launch failure today - and 
what about the two other guys who had 
them?" was a regul <l r topic. Bloggs listened 
to hand-wav ing w isdom, knowing that his 
time would soon come to apply it, typically 
within six months. When his CFI went 
through awkward w inch fa ilures on his 
annual check, thi s had credibility wi th 
Bloggs w ho knew from experience that it 
could rea lly happen, 

Nowadays, w ith a factor of 10 reduction 
in launch failures, Bloggs would need to go 
to the airfield six times just to see an 
awkward I<l unch failure in the 300 launches 
it now takes. More importantly, he'd have to 
glide 10 years to ac tually do 300 winch 
launches in order to experi ence just one 
whi ch WilS awkward . Somewhere it's been 
stated that the average Brit glider pil ot who 
gets to solo continues gliding thereafter for 
fi ve years (I tri ed this out on a couple of 
cluns I know and it seems to work). Our 
averJge Mr Bloggs therefore hilS only an 
evens chJnce of ever experiencing a rea l 

awkwilrd launch fa i lure in his entire gliding 
ca reer. Furthermore, witnessing just one on 
every sixth visit to his club nowadays, 
he and his pals are unlikely to see awkward 
w inch failures as an importilnl topic for 
conversation. Is it therefore rea ll y so surpri s
ing th at nowadJYs Bloggs might not believe 
a winch lilunch f<lilure will ever <lctuall y 
happen to him? We il ll welcome the modern 
winch with its high launches, effi ciency and 
reliability. However, w ith this reliability 
comes J subtle Human Factors problem: 
pilot-credibility ilbout the need for training 
in winch launch failures il nd annual checks 
to include handling them. It takes only a few 
such pil ots to say (to themse lves) " YeJh, 
yeah, yeah ... " for acc ident rates to ri se to 
unacceptable levels. 

By the way, in my youth, on expeds to 
other clubs I drove every winch I could get 
my hands on and was trained by Jrtisan 
winch-drivers to whom il request for an 
emul <l ted winch IJunch fail ure WilS routine; 
is that a lost skill? 

W ith apo logies to any reill pil ot named 
Bloggs. 
Tony Gee, MARLOW, Buckinghamshire 

More on cable breaks 
I could not help raising at least one yebrow 
at Neil Kell y'S descripti on of <I cabl e-break 
experi ence with a " relatively experi enced 
vi sitor" to his club who fJiled to react. Even 
though it is true, <IS Neil mentions, that clubs 
are (gradually) investing in improved winches 
- there is even a growing acceptance that 
separating the said machines benefits from 
skill and practice - it is surprising that the 
resul ting rarity of rea l cable breaks should 
inhibit the survival instinct in the way Neil 
descr ibes when it " rea lly" happens. Roughly 
three types of w ire launch failures ,1re regu
larl y infli cted by Midland c lub instructors on 
pilots of all experience levels, usually at J 
height pre-arranged with the w inch driver: 
1) brea k of c<lble or component close to 
glider - simul ated by sudden shut-down of 
power, or instructor pull s release. 
2) Severance of remaining strands of frayed 
cable - power zeroed over about a second . 
3) Gradual reducti on of power due to engine 
problem or cable hook-up on ground - very 
slow back-off of throttl e. 

Observations solely from the winch ing 
Jspect are that (1) almost alwilYs causes an 
emphatic nose-down reacti on, (2) usuall y 
but not <l lways does and (3 ) often shows how 
Jmazingly long it takes some folks to realise 
that they are bei ng deprived of the energy 
essential to sustil in their verti ca l vector I 

If Neil would like to get in touch, I'm sure 
the BGA winch advi sory tea m would like to 
know which category relate to his experience. 
Pete Salishury, Midland GC 

Please send letters (marked '10r publication'J to the 

editor at editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or the 

address on p3, including your full contact details. 

Deadline for the next issue is August 14 
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Climate and Dusty Free Covers 

from 

Sweden 
www.emfo.seemfo@telia.com 

For More Information Contact Lars-Erik Blom 

EMFO AB Swecen 

Fax 46 504 15161 


C P WEST Ltd 
~ 

&Maintenance 
• 

Sailplanes & Gliders 
Self-Sustainers, Self-Launchers 

and PFA Permit types. 

• 

BGA M3 Authorised Maintenance 


German Qualified Composite 

Structures Inspector I Repairer 


• 

~ 

Wood - Metal - Composites 

• 

Controlled Environment Worksho 
and Refinishing Shop - the Key to 
Quality Composites and Finishes 

• 
01432 851886 
rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 

Black Mountains Gliding Club 
The UK's premier site for glider pilot development 

,/ Over 100 kilometres of 
local ridges 

,/ Longest average flight 
time of any UK gliding 
club 

,/ Ample flight time to 
perfect ridge, thermal and 
wave soanng skills 

,; Full-time professional 
resident instructor 

,/ FREE Courses for 2007: 

Ab-initio, Bronze C, 
Ridge and Wave 
Soaring, Cross Country, 
BI or Ass Cat course 
preparation, Aerobatics, 
Instrument 
appreciation, 
Confidence-building 

,; Specific courses arranged 
on request 

,/ Open 7 days a week from 
the beginning of March to 
the end of October 

,/ Expeditions welcome 

www.blackmountainsgliding.co.uk Tel: 01874711463 (weekday mornings) 
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Established by prominent figures in British gliding, Joint 0044 (0)1420 88664 for enquiries 
Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insurance 

agency in Europe. 0044 (0) 7802 708670 Terry Joint mobile 

0044 (0)1420 542003 Facsimile 
Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal email: office@jointaviation.co.uk 
contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and compet itive prices. 	 Joint Aviation Services Limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 
Hants GU34 4BY 

Authorised and Joint Aviation Services Ltd regulated by the 
Financial Services ...Our task, your security Authoritywww.joint.co.uk 

fly the Vale of York 


• Tarmac & grass runways. No airspace restrictions. 2 Pawnee tugs. Winch. Expeditions welcome 
• Fleet: 2 x K13, Acro 3 and DG505, 2 seaters, Astir, Junior and K8 single seaters. Motor glider for faster glider 
training. Approved site for glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces. Full time staff 7 day 
operation. 1-5 day courses avaHable • Fixed price to solo £1 ,300.00 (aerotow, motorglider and winch) York Gliding 
RuHor,h Airljeld, York Tel: 01904 738694 Fax: 01904 738109 email: ollice@yorkglidingcentre.co.uk www.yorkglidingcentre.co.uk Centre 

British Gliding Association 
Duo Discus Hire 2007 

The Duo Discus G-DUOX is available during 2007 - see below. The pilot in command qualification 
requirement is - minimum - Silver Badge plus 200 hours and BGA National Coach a:~~:..v I• __p ro~. ... 

August Sep 
01 7*,2 ug, 1 S * 2-8;-9-15. 9 

* = reduced hire rate for 5 days 

Tel: 0116 2531051 Fax: 0116 2515939 E-Mail: debbie@gliding.~~~~~CdHWI.~rttding.co.uk 

picture courtesy of Mike Evans 
--------~~~--~--------
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~ News 


17,OOOkm in one exped 

Peter Kingwill reports upon the 
RAFGSA's visit to Chile, where in 
170hrs the five-strong expedition 
flew 17,OOOkm in the Andes 

FOLLOWING an invitation from the 
Chilea n Air Force, five members of the 
RAFGSA were given the opportunity, 

ea rli er this year, to experi ence the challenges 
of fl y ing in the Andes. The team was 
led by Dav id Fidler and included Chris 
Heames, Peter Kingwill, Ian Gallacher and 
Paul Moslin. 

From February 6 to '17, we were fortunate 
enough to have nine good flying days. 
A ltogether the tea m flew il total of 170 hours 
and more tha n 17,000km in five two-seat 
gliders (four janus and a Nimbus 3D), with 
much time spent higher than 1O,000fl. 

Prior to trave lling to Chile, those members 
of the team who had not experienced 
hypoxia were given the opportunity to 
undergo training at the Cen tral Medical 
Establi shmen t at RAF Henlow. Here we 
were taken to 20,000ft in the chamber and 
spent a maximum of three minutes w ithout 
oxygen, so that we could experience at first 
hand the onset and effects of hypox ia. 

As the Chilean Air Force does not all ow 
glider pilots to fl y solo in the Andes until 
they have at least two years of mountain 
flying experience, all flying was undertaken 
in two-seat aircraft with a Chilean instructor 
acting as the safety pilot. By fl ying under 
instruction, pil ots were able to benefit from 
the vast experi ence of their Chilean hosts 
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and make flights to spec ific destinations that 
would not otherw ise have been poss ible. 
The RAFGSA pilots were still responsible for 
plilnning the ilight and for tak ing appropriil te 
decisions to account for changes in the 
weather en route. 

By operating in cha llengi ng mountainous 
conditions, all pilots found that their own 
decision-making abilities, flying skills and 
underst,lIlding of the weather conditions 
- which could change quite rapidly when 
airborne - were stretched to thei r limits. 
Flights in the demanding weather conditions 
and at altitudes mostly above 10,OOOft 
(w ith temperatures as low as -20°C) enabled 
all pilots to enhance their ex ist ing levels of 
confidence and sk i lis. 

As far as I am concerned, glid ing in the. 
Andes is the ultimilte experience for a 
"flatl and" glider pilot like me and I would 
like to take this opportun ity to form ally 
thank our hosts - and in particular Colonel 
Edwardo Pena and his team of officers and 
technicians - who supported us throughout 
our stay. It was a memorable experi ence 
and one I shall never forget. 

Photograph, from left: Major Miguel Stange, Sgt Ian 

C"l1acher, Sgt Paul Maslin, S'ln Ldr Peter Kingwill, 

Lt Alex Chanes, Gp Capt Dave Fidler, Sqn Lelr Chris 

/-/eames and Col Alejo \"/illiamson 

For pictures of the airfield they were operating from, 

which is nestled in ,1 city suburb nexi to a dual 

,-",rriagewa), and a river, and 11)f other photos \ . 

(rom the Ande.s, sec Gliding Ga ll ery on pJ4 - Eel ~ 

BGA Chairman Patrick Naegeli 
takes his hat off to a dedicated 
volunteer, a very determined 
gaggle of glider pilots and 
an impressive member club 

IF I HAD two hats th en I would like to take 
them both off now. Firstly, of course, for 
David Roberts, my predecessor and the 

Chair of the BGA's Regulatory Working 
Group. You will be aware from my last 
co lumn th at the BGA recently presented 
David with its highest honour - the BGA 
Gold Medal - in recognition of his 
tremendous efforts on behalf of UK and 
European gliding. 

David's unswerving focus on regulatory 
matters is well known to all. What we 
sometimes forget is that, in hi s time on the 
BGA Executive, he also took the lead in 
addressing a var iety of issues of prime 
importance and has thereby helped put the 
BGA into a very strong posit ion to carry out 
its responsib ilit ies on behalf of the entire 
movement. 

Because David has become so immersed 
in the development and administration of 
the movement, it is also quite likely that few 
people rea lise he is a very accomplished 
pilot. too - representing his country in 
the British Team for the 1984 European 
Championships. 

David is, quite deservedl y, the subject 
of a fuller profile elsewhere in this issue 
(see p36) but I would like to preface that 
by express ing my gratitude to David, and 
to his long-suffering wife Gilly, for their 
services to gl idi ng. 

The second hat I take off is to acknowledge 
all glider pilots that have tri ed their utmost 
to fl y over the last few weeks - including 
those intrepid types that paddled their way 
through the I S-Metre Nationals. According 
to the Met Office, june has been the wettest 
since 19 14. I have often heard people talk 
about gl id ing and sailing in the same breath . 
Now I understand why. 

Still, for me and rest of the BGA's volunteer 
and staff tea m, gliding is very much a ga me 
of two halves - the (increasingly) occasional 
flying bit, and then the stuff with wh ich we 
occupy the rest of our time. Of the latter 
there is an increasing amount. 

In june, the CAA issued a briefing note 
en titl ed " In Focus". It outlined the planned 
next steps in the implementation of Mode S. 
All credit to the CAA for the titl e. It is 
probably the first time since last summer, 
when the spectre of Mode S was first raised 
broad ly, that they have exp lained their 
intentions in relatively clear terms (see p4). 

In contrast to the titl e, we are less 
impressed with the details of the proposals. 
The BGA agrees that developments that are 
intended to enhance interoperability in UK 
airspace are to be encou raged; indeed we 
believe they should be act ively supported. 
We are, however, firml y of the view th at any 
measures that are to be implemented 
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must reflect the parti cular needs and 
circumstances of all airspace users in a 
properly balanced and risk-adju sted way. 

It is still too earl y to judge whether or not 
the CAA's proposa ls will work for gliding. 
It is true that we have moved the debate 
on from one focllsed on the blanket 
introducti on of Mode S transponders for 
all aircraft operating in all UK airspace. 
It is not clear whether or not the latest set 
of mixed measures can be made to work 
withollt unacceptable limitations on gliding 
ac tivity - and, indeed, if the costs and 
complexiti es of techni ca l and administrative 
compli ance ca n be kept within sensible 
bounds. The CAA have indica ted that they 
would like to hold further talks with th e 
BGA over the summer and we look forward 
to th ose in the knowledge that we have the 
expli c it support of other important air sport 
associations, such as the BMAA and the 
PFA, behind us. 

In addition to the UK-spec ific issue 01 
Mode S, EA5A-related developments 
pertaining to airworthiness, maintenance 
and li censing Jnd medicals are moving at a 
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pace. Some spec ifics 01 what is happening 
are covered elsewhere (see p5 and p22). 
As part of the preparations for its rol e in the 
new EASA-defined environment, the BGA 
has stJrted to review each of its principal 
areas of operations - training, safety and 
technica l - as a possible precursor to the 
creation of a new operations structure within 
the BGA. The work is at In earl y stJge and is 
primaril y concerned with making sure that 
the SGA's tra ining, sJ fety ,1Ild technica l 
sys tems will allow us to continue to enjoy as 
much delega ted authority as poss ible in the 
new regulatory environment. 

I would like to thank all the people who 
are participating in this work for their 
commitment - they have plenty to do 
already - and I will identify them individuall y, 
and expl Jin whJt we are doing in detail , in 
later issues. Likewi se, I w ill also prov ide you 
with an update of the AssociJtion's new 
Youth Gliding initiative that recently ki cked 
off with a very productive meeting between 
the BGA and the Air Cadets. 

Actuall y, I need a third hat to doff. During 
one of those rare events - a soarable weekend 

Main picture, above: Imperial College GC instructor Aki 

Pakarinen with fellow-student Abeed Visram at Lasham. 

University gliding clubs will form one strand of the BGA 

youth strategy, which has started with a vet}' productive 

meeting recently between the BGA and the Air Cadets. 

Left: Patrick Naegeli (right) with David Roberts at the 

presentation of the lalter's BGA Gold Medal (see p36). 

Right, from left: Devon & Somerset's new launchpoint 

control vehicle was "opened" by Patrick Naegeli when he 

and BGA Chief Executive Pete Straiten visited the club 

- I3 GA Chief Executive Pete Stratlen and 
I paid a visit to the Devon & Somerset GC 
at North Hill. It was an extremely interesting 
day for both of us. Not onl y did we have 
ample opportunity to spend time looking 
around the site and the club facilities, we 
were also able to chat with club members 
and offi cials. As a bonus, we also enjoyed 
the tremendous privilege of spending a short 
time airborne in one of the club two-sea ters 
over a reall y lovely part of the country. 

Pete and I came away from North Hill 
dec idedly motivated by what we saw. 
The results one can obtain when members 
pull together is r ally impressive and I 
congratulate Mike Fairc lough, the chairman, 
John Burrow, the CFI, and the rest of the 
clLlb for doing such an outstanding joh. 

Have fun, stay sa fe. 

~~ 
~ Patrick Naegeli 

Chairman, British Gliding Association 

July 1, 2007 

chBirman@gliding.co.uk 
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~ Development News 

Club funding opportunities 


Alison Randle (above) and 
Roger Coote look at funding 
ideas and resources for clubs 

Y
ESTERDAY, I read on a web Met site 
that in th e UK, we get a monsoon in 
June. I am writing this under a greying 

June sky, with the knowledge that there is an 
Atlantic full of lows queuing up and wonder 
if perhaps there may be something in it ... 
It 's certainl y th e kind of weather th at makes 
c lub treasurers sta rt examining the accounts, 
so here we focus on BGA activilies that 
could help your club 's finances. 

Publication news and funding 
The latest BGA Development Committee 
(re-) publication is the BGA Funding Guide, 
re-ti tled to emphas ise the huge opportuniti es 
available for securing fund ing for good 
quality projects ... and there's the rub. When 
I' m asked about fund ing, I generall y sta rt by 
ta lking about the accounts, having cop ies 
of the club's Governin g Document and so 
on. Then I move on to what th e ai ms of the 
project are, having asked people to rev iew 
the aims and needs of their membership and 
asked what journey the c lub is currentl y on. 
By this stage fidgeting is generally apparent 
and the little phrase "Just show me the 
money! " will splutter out in one form or 
another. Well , I can't. I make no apo logy 
for that. Every case is unique, as are all the 
va ri ous types and sources of funding. In any 
case, if I suggested to all 91 clubs that they 
apply to the 'Great Golden Goose' fund, 
I still wouldn 't be able to show you the 
money, because it would have run out by 
the 20th club's appli cation . In any case, 
funders like to have a portfolio that includes 
a range of projects. 

The new funding guide addresses the 
processes invo lved with project planning 
and appl ying for funding. This is partl y based 
on my (and others' ) experiences in securing 
fundin g for a wide variety of projects. It is 
also hased on my experien ce of sitt ing on 
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funding panels faced w ith a day of tough 
dec ision making because the appli ca tions 
on th e tab le are asking for i ,000 per cent 
of the money we have avail able. Inevitably, 
we kn ow that good-quality projec ts will 
accompany the badly-written-in-a-hurry 
projec ts on to the fl oor. Pl ease don't be 
dishea rtened because there are now (a t least) 
five forms of support avail ab le to c lubs on 
the path to successfull y securing funding: 
• The new BGA Funding Guide - thi s is 
available at www.gliding.co. uk or in paper 
form from the BGA's Leicester office 
• A BGA email discussion group; for those 
involved with project planning at clubs. 
It enjoys a mix of experience w ith a variety 
of cluh sizes and projects 
• BGA Development Officers - please do 
talk to us earl y on in your planning. It may 
save you time, effort, money and energy ! 
• Your local council sports and grant 
officers and your County Sports Partnership 
• Th e BGA's new subscription to 
The Directory of Socia l Change'S (DSC) 
Trustfunding website 

You may not have heard of the last one. 
Trustfunding detail s all trusts included 
within DSC and Charit ies Air! Foundati on 
publications. It is updated regularl y through
out the year. It includes inFormati on on over 
4,200 grant-making trusts w ith a total of 
over £3 .1 billion worth of gra nts to make 
each a year. Of course not all of those 
w ill be appropriate, but once you have 
researched what you want to do and why, 
you can contact me and I' ll set you up w ith 
a li cence to use the database to find the 
funders that suit your project. The Funding 
Guide covers many other types of funding 
ava ilable too. Remember that some funding, 
such as "Awards for All " from the BIG lottery 
can be applied for on an annu JI bas is (with 
regional variati ons) . That could be £5, 000 pa 
if you play your cards ri ght and plan properl y. 

Potential financial alleviation 
Below you will find two contri buti ons from 
Roger Coote. The first, outlining the Philip 
Wills M emori al Fund, continues (and 
concludes) his two part seri es on the BGA 
finJncial support that is ava ilable to cl ubs. 
The second conce rns money that cl ubs may 
be able to save by cl aiming the remaining 
20 per cent rate relief and increasing it to 
100 per cent. Yes, that did say 100 per cent 
ra te r lief! Some clubs have already done so, 
some clubs are now do ing so, but one thing 
is for certain, there has been a lot of interest 
shown since Lasham's recent success and if 
your club hasn 't already tri ed it, you are 
encouraged to follow in their footsteps. 

Alison Randle 
BGA Development Officer 
alison@glidlng.co.uk 

The Philip Wills Memorial Fund 
The Philip Will s Memori al Fund was formed 
in 1978, in memory of Philip Will s, a 
former BGA chairman and Pres ident. 

Originally, the Fund was intended to 
help c'lubs with the purchase of land and 
buildings. 

In recent yea rs, however, the scope of the 
Fund has been extended to incl ude gliders, 
tugs and winches. 

In appropriate circumstances and subject 
to the ava ilability of funds, the Trustees may 
al so consider loans for the refurbishment 
of aircraft or other cl ub property. 

Funding is ava ilable to member clubs in 
the form of secured loans, usuall y for fi ve 
years at three per cent interest, w ith capital 
repaid in equal annual instalments. 

The Fund has huilt up over the years and 
is supported by the BGA's monthl y lottery, 
together with bank interest and interest on 
loans. 

Capital transfers (for exa mple, part of the 
BGA's VAT refund) hilVe been made to th e 
Fund from time to time. 

At September 30, 2006, the Fund stood at 
£173,067 . Since that da te, a fur ther £65,000 
has been offered to member clubs. 

At current hank interest rates, th i 
represen ts a very good dea l to member cl ubs 
and furth r applications are awaited. 

Please make your appli cation to the BGA 
office (the address can be found on the 
contents page of this issue), headed Philip 
Will s Memorial Fund . 

It's worth saving 
20 per cent of rates ... 
Lasham Glid ing Society has recently made 
representations to its loca l authority, 
as a result of which it has been awarded a 
100 per cent discretionary allowance aga inst 
Uniform Business Ra tes. 

The Society'S success was based on a 
template constructed, over ten yea rs ago, by 
Ian Bull , a chartered surveyor Jnd member 
of East Sussex Gc. 

M any gliding clubs have now become 
Community Amateur Sports Clu bs (CASCs) 
w hich entitl es them to 80 per cent 
mandatory allowance aga inst Uni form 
Business Rates. 

However, the 20 per cent di fference still 
amounts to a significant cost and clubs are 
advised, whether or not they enjoy CASC 
status, to apply for discretionary relief from 
Uni form Business Rates. 

Pl ease contact your BGA development 
officer if you need any assi stance in making 
the aprli ca tion. 

Roger Coote 
BGA Development Officer 

June 2007 
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Distributor for: 
LX Navigation www.Jxnavigation.si • Filser Electronic GmbH www.filser.de LXavionics Ltd 

Flann Technology www.flarm.comwww.lxavionics.co.uk 

www.lxavionics.co.JI-.k or www.filser.de for more information 

LX - the complete range of varia systems from club training to world championships 

FILSER ELECTRONIC GmBH - QUALITY AVIONICS 
ATR833 Transponders 
A completely new radio with Price reductionATR500 TRT 8008.343khz channel spacing and many Lightweight Proven and • extended squltter, 1090 MHz 
new features. Dual frequency watch, Excellent Value • integral alticoder 
external audio input, 4 separate mic £591.48 eJlc' VA~ • simple 2 wire installation 
outlets. £1,233.19 excl VA~ 
£995.00 eIfcl VA~ 

£694.99 inc' VAT 
£1,449.00 incl VAT 

£1169.12 incl VAT TRT 800 A and H mooels available 

LX 16 Club 

Audio varia and more 

Audio Varia with averager 

Flight time indicator 

One 57 mm panel hole. 

2 seater option available. 

£314.85 eJlcl VAT 
£369.95 incl VAT 

LX 7007 
Pro IGC 
SD card 
included 

Three separate com ports. User configurable com. 

Port. Integral GPS. IGC approved integral flight recorder. 

NMEA output and power for PDA. Numerous options: remote 

control. two seater, secondary vario indicators, GSM modem, 

Flarm. Full AAT capability. All plug and play. One 57min and 

one 80m m panel hole 


LX 7007 Pro IGC £2,465.00 eJlcl VA~ 
£2,896.37 Incl VAT 

Option of LX 7007 with integral FLARM 
£2,745.00 eJlcl VAn £3,225.37 incl VAT 

FLARM 
Swiss Flarm, the original, comes as an 
integrated system requiring only a 12-28 v 
DC supply and gives audio and visual 
warning of other Flarm equipped aircraft 
nearby that might be in conflict. Integral 
non IGC logger. SO card. More details on 
~.aYi.QD~. 

"W=---. 

.. - .

LX Red Box Flann 
(stand alone system, 
no LX instrument 
required) 
with SO card and logger 
£412. 13 excl VA~ 
£484.25 incl VAT 

Colibri v5 - Flarm 
Colibri F comes with Integral Flarm 
and standard remote Flarm 
display. Introductory price 
£697.02 eJlcl VAn 
£819.00 incl VAT 
UPGRADE 
COlibri Version 4 to Flarm 
£439.00 incl VAT 

Price £390.64 eJlcl VAT, 
£459.00 Incl VAT 

(quantity discounts 
available) 

LXn f m . 

. -.~ 
, _"_I 1 

LX 160Si version 3.04 

.u.o 

.. . -.. . . .... ~ 

. 

The system for novice through to pundit 

Highly configurable vario/speed to fly system 

External GPS required (Colibri is ideal) 

Plug and play with PDA (no adapter needed) 

Two 57 mm panel holes 

£748.09 eJlcl VAT; £879.00 incl VAT 

LX-Nav 
Instant plug and play replacement for Cambridge 
L-Nav 
Plugs into existing 
L-Nav wiring 
Uses existing L-Nav 
vario (new meters 
available) 
Huge increase in 
capability compared to L-Nav 
600 TP database, Euro Airfield Database 
Based on LX 5000 version 6 
External GPS required 
One 80 mm panel hole (in addition to CAl 
mechanical meter) 
Part Exchange of L-Nav welcome 
£1,187.24 eJlcl VA~ £1,395.00 incl VAT 

Winter Instruments 
Airspeeds, Altimeters , 
Compasses, Variometers, 
Slip Indicators in stock 

*** NEW *** 
Metal Hydride Glider/Light Aircraft 

Batteries for High Power and 
Lighter PowerlWeight and longer 

life than lead acid - Now available 
www.avionics.co.uk for details 

Emergency Locator 
Transmitter 

ELT 2 
• Portable with mounting bracket 
• Install on parcel shelf 
• Remote control option 
• 121.5 and 243 MHZ 
EL.T 2 from: 
£152.75 inc' VAT 

LX 1600 
Competition capability in a 
single S7mm panel hole! 

Full competition capabili

ty when connected to a 

PDA 

Operating Fly with CE, 

SeeU Mobile or Win 

Pilot beta. External GPS 

required (Colibri is ideal) 

Colibri or Red Box Flarm with logger ideal 

Plug and play with PDA (no separate adapter) 

One 57 mm panel hole only. PDA not included 

£850.00 excl VA~ 998.75 incl VAT 


LX 7000 Basic with GPS 
A lower cost option 
Most but not all the features of 
the LX 7000 but without an 
integral IGC approved flight 
recorder. One 57mm and 
one 80mm panel hole 
LX 7000 Basic with GPS 
£1,531.00 eJlcl VA~ £1,798.92 incl VAT 

LX7000 Pro IGC still available 
Secondhand LX Varios 
sometimes available 

Colibri v4 - £506.38 eJlcl VA~ 
£594.99 Incl VAT 
USB port 
Size: 60 x 97 x 35mm. Weight: 230g 
Flight Recorder plus basic navigation 
Stores 100 tasks. approx 600 TPs: all 
cables, mains power adaptor, mounting 
bracket etc included. NMEA compatible 
with See U Mobile, Navigator and Win Pilot 
Complete with all cables, etc. 

LX Avionics products 
Wing Dollies 
Wide range available 

From £255 incl VAT 

Towing Arm 
• Lightweight aluminium 
• Robu st • Folds 
from £215.00 incl VAT 
Package price available for 
dolly purchased with a tow
Ing arm 

Microphones 
Filser Dynamic Heavy Duty 
£74.02 incl VAT 
LX DynamiC 
£39.95 incl VAT 
LX Electret 
£46.00 incl VAT 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 E-mail: John@lx8vionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 
or your regular supplier Prices at www.lxavionics,co.uk Add p&p to all prices E and OE 
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BGA AIRWORTHINESS QUALITY MANAGER - Hours and Salary Negotiable 
As part of its ongoing service to the UK gliding community, the British Gliding Association continues to provide 
effective, affordable and high quality airworthiness management to owners and operators. 

To meet existing regulatory requirements, the BGA will be recruiting a Quality Manager to work alongside its 
Chief Technical Officer within the BGA airworthiness management system on a part-time and flexible basis. This 
role will prima ri ly involve monitoring BGA airworthiness activity and continuous compliance with the relevant 
regulation. 

If you believe that you have the appropriate background, knowledge and experience to take on this salaried 
part-time opportunity, we would like to hear from you. For further details please contact Pete Stratten 
pete@gliding.co.uk 

The closing date for applications is 7th September 2007. A short CV with a covering letter should be forwa rded 
to pete@gliding.co.uk or mailed to; 

Quality Manager Application 

British Gliding Association. Kimberley House. Vaughan Way. Leicester LE1 4SE 


Glider Training Evolution.... 

c C 

.... andRevolution 
- Web bookab/e training 
- 2:1 Pupil to Glider andInstructor ratio 
- 7 days a week 
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A new solution for your 

glider i,nsurance needs 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Division have put in place a facility for all your gliding insurance 
needs . Backed by 100% Company Underwriters security and offering competitive terms, it is serviced 
by one of the most experienced aviation teams in the London market. 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited is a major international risk management, insurance broking and 
employee benefits organisation. We offer companies, partnerships and individuals innovative and 
proactive solutions tailored to their needs. 

For further information please contact: 

Tony Mitchison Malcolm French 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7661 2835 Telephone: +44 (0)20 7661 2883 

Email: tonymitchison@hsbc.com Email : malcolm.french@hsbc.com 

Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7661 2933 


Aviation Division, HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited, Bishops Court, 

27-33 Artillery Lane, London E1 7LP, United Kingdom. 
 HSBC ID• www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com 

HSBC Insurance Brokers is a Lloyd's Broker and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 

Full repair and 
maintenance facility for 
composite structures, 
modifications and C of A renewals 

Repair Materials and 
spare parts 

Mamber of the 
Guild of Master 
Craftsmen 

The Aerodrome 
Rufforth 
York Y023 3NA 
Tel. 01904 738853 
Fax: 01904 738146 
6omall: mcleanavlatlon@aol.com 
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PLATYPUS 


Sources of lift 
MY FATHER used to say, "If J job's worth 
doing you CJn always find someone else to 
do it." ThJt is possibly where I became 
enamoured of the idea of minimum effort 
as Nature's way, with my innate idleness 
getting a helping hand from popular science 
books. You might have noticed that I am 
increasingly luring the more articulate 
people in our movement into writing great 
swathes of Tailfeathers for me, in the hopes 
that when I eventually sneJk off for J 
well-earned rest this space will be filled by 
other people furiously arguing about a few 
topics I have scattered about. It's a bit like 
instigating a riot then quietly vanishing 
before the police arrive. 

A short while Jgo I sent the following 
letter to Pete H,uvey, who was a noted 
hang-gliding champion before becoming 
a noted gliding champion: 
Dear Pete, I need to pick your brains! 
For my column I need to get a clue about 
how hang-glider pilots use ground sources 
in searching for thermals. Are the criteria 
any different from those we conventional 
glider pilots are usually told about: dark, dry 
surt~1Ces, wind-shadow etc? How does the 
turning radius of a hang-glider compare with 
conventional gliders? I believe that turning
radius is proportionate to the square root of 
the airspeed. Despite their greater sinking 
speed I assume hang-gliders can work 
thermals much lower than ordinary gliders 
because of lower turning radius, and also 
because a hang-glider can work a thermal 
almost right down to the ground. 
I got this speedy reply, which needs no 
comment or embellishment from me: 

"Dear Platypus, Whilst HG (hang-gliding) 
and gliding are inherently the same sport, 
the pilot's actual flying position plays In 
important part. The HG pilot is invariJbly 
facing down, with a wonderful view of the 
ground and its sources - very useful whilst 
low. The glider pilot is seated with an 
excellent view of the clouds, but unable to 
see exactly beneath. I believe HGs therefore 
are more aware of the actual thermal 
so~ rces and even the precise points that 
kick off the thermals. Added to this the 
performJnce 'difficulties' of 11:1 flexwings 

(the new generation rigids are better), then 
more time is invari,lbly spent closer to the 
ground and if olle can't determine the most 
likely thermal source, then it's gJme over 
very quickly. 

"The HGs, being so light, can really feel 
the air. The wind noise and micro effects 
(turbulence through the airframe) around lift 
(and sink) can be felt far more readily. It's 
taken me some Ia years to 'feel' in gliders 
what I could in HGs, just to be able to glide 
into some turbulent air and simply 'know' 
where the centre is - and I still get it wrong. 

"This skill is more clearly a 'practice skill', 
since I'm hopeless in spring, but pretty good 
by season's end when it's of no use in a comp! 

"Following birds is incredibly beneficial, 
too (unless the wife's around). In my humble 
opinion they are pretty good at soaring, 
assuming we're not discussing parrots here, 
but they are also pretty good at ,lVoiding 
sink. So when they glide off, they seem to 
map the sink and glide off in the optimal 
direction. It's just a theory of course, since 

'The whole USA hang-gliding team 

were downed in this way in Brazil 1991, 


thinking they were about to join 100 birds 

in the mother of all thermals, only to find 


sink and a horrible smell' 


no-one has Jsked them, but I wi II' change 
direction to try and intercept their PJth on 
the off-chance there's less sink, or find the 
next thermJI. Seems to work, or rather 
there's little downside to the strategy. 

Also, it's obvious, but they generJlly circle 
in the best lift, so if you see one 100 metres 
away in your thermal, it's usually worth a 
knot or two extra to change the centre of 
circle to pass by them. 

"The ying to the raptor's yang is that they 
need to eat, so low down, if there's a LOT 
of raptors circling, it's worth checking the 
ground to make sure there's no dead cow 
beneath. The whole USA HG team were 
downed in this way in Br,lzil 1991, thinking 
they were about to join a hundred Orubu 
in the mother of all thermals, only to find 
sink and a horrible smell! 

"How low? Well, I've sOJred along the 
five-foot-high sand dunes on the north-east 
Yorkshire coast and had a couple of thermal 
saves from some 40ft but that's in 22 yeJrs 
hang-gliding. In Switzerl,mdl turned to IJnd 

past some trees and hit a bump in the air 
that caused an overshoot, so I simply made 
a turn to JPproach from the other end of the 
trees. After three 'beats' I realised the wind 
was strong and gently rising past the trees 
and up the hill behind them. 

"I put my feet back in the harness and 
over the course of the next hour climbed 
more than 1 o,OOOft (from a low of 10ft). 

"Thermal sources are usually the obvious. 
But often useful, especially in the UK, is the 
edge of cloud shadow. When a sunny area 
is suddenly enshadowed by a cloud, then 
the 'leading edge' of the shadow line, 
moving downwind of course, often provides 
a source of lift if one is low. Usually small 
lumps, but sometimes enough to maintain 
until one finds a 'proper' source. Certainly 
worth detouring and running along if one 
is below lOOOft. 

"And, if all that is relevant to hang-gliders, 
paragliders fly even slower, although with 
the pilot suspended some 25ft below, the 
lowest height they can climb away from is 
open to debate ... " 

Variety and excitement 
Why did I decide to go in for a competition 
in Minnesota last May? Well, for one thing, 
John Earlywine's lovely DG-1 000 two-seater 
was going to be there, and after Geezergl ide 
2006 in Florida I was keen to fly in this 
elegant ship again. Secondly I had never 
before visited Minnesota: it was one of the 
very few states I had not yet seen on foot, 
by car, or by bus, or by train or by glider. 
(Flying across Minnesot-a in a jet at 40,OOOft 
at 600mph obviously does not count in my 
book JS visiting.) Lastly, I felt I needed to get 
a bit of variety into this column, and to 
report on a contest taking place somewhere 
quite different would inject that vari ety 
and even a spot of excitement. 

Or so I hoped. 
Since going solo in the Air CJdets in 

1949, I have allocated maybe 200 weeks 
of my life to what you might call purposeful 
and organised gliding: a basic training 
course, or a task week, or J competition, 
or J foreign safari, or a badge-hunting or 
record-breaking expedition. (Forget about 
the hundreds of weeks of utterly purposeless 
and completely disorganised gliding.) Never 
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in all these weeks, organised or not, have 
I experienced such a dearth of soaring days 
as in Minnesota in 2007. In the the Region 7 
competition in which DG-1000 Romeo 
Novenlber was entered, we got one solitary 
contest day; that was one short of the 
number needed for a valid contest. The good 
news is that john and I came third with 
a heavily penalised time of one hour and 
44 minutes. This waste of 16 minutes in a 
mandatory two-hour task was necessitated 
by rapidly deteriorating skies under which 
we just scraped back to Albert Lea. ThJt's 
right: one hour 44 minutes vvas the total 
COntest duration to enter into John's real, 
and my virtual, logbook. 

Dour hours which take guts 

Nevertheless I had a greJt time, and was 
never bored. Before departure from London 
I had taken the precaution of se,lrching 
Google for J musical instrument shop in 
southern Minnesotd, and on the first wet 
afternoon I headed to Tone Music and rented 
a cello for $5 a day. With an Associated 
Board o f the Royal Colleges of Music 
examination (Violoncello Beginners Grade 
Three) coming up in July, I had an urgent 
incentive to apply horsehJir to catgut for 
many hours of serious practice. (My fear 
of an ABRSM examiner is surpassed only 
by my dread of Madam Editor's Rottwei lers, 
whom I shall playfully dub Headline, 
Deadline and Misprint.) The Americinn 
hotel's brochure boasted of its excellent 
sound-proofing, and indeed I got no com
plaints from guests in ncighbouring rooms, 
though this could be because the howls and 
screeches coming from my room, as horse 
attacked cat, were eJsily outdone by the rain 
lashing the windows and wind screaming 
round the eaves. 

The social programme was of a very high 
order. There seemed to be a party every 
night. The very best party, of which I vividly 
remember the first hour, hazily remember 
the middle two hours and recall nothing of 
the finale, was thrown by the larger-than-life 
Airport Manager, jim Hanson. Mr Hanson 
loves planes and gliders of all kinds and 
of all vintages and in all countries. One 
of his favourite places is the Air Museum at 
Duxford. Better still, he actually likes pilots 
too. I have had a request from an American 
glider-pilot friend to lure ,vIr Hanson to 
another airport thousands of miles away, 
since such people are truly rare. However, 
I am sure Jim Hanson is very happy right 
where he is. 

Transmogrified skies 
I remember a chemistry demonstrJtion at 
school, in which a supersaturated solution 
remJins perfectly clear Jnd liquid until you 
add one more droplet of the solution from 
a pipette, at which point the whole lot goes 
instantly crystJlline. A bit likc adding one 
more car to the M25 motorway and the 
entire traffic system jams solid. This is what 
happened one day Jt around lSOOhrs when, 
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as a retired Task-Setter, I was asked by a 
member of the US team, "Would you launch 
the grid now?" I said "Yes I would." But 
within 40 minutes the entire sky from 
horizon to horizon was a solid mass of black 
cloud, and Charlie Minner's decision to 
scrub ahead of that event was vindicated. 
I hJve been stJring Jnxiously or optimistically 
at the skies since I flew my first rubber
powered model in 1945 and joined the 
Birmingham Model Aeroplane Society, and 
I have never seen such a rapid change over 
such a vast area. This was not a new airmass 
coming in and pushing the pretty cumulus 
out of the way. It was the same airmass, 
suddenly congealing into a lump mJny 
scores of miles wide. How Charlie or his 
advisers knew thJt this would happen I h,lVe 
no idea. Except it must have happened many 
times before, and I supposed they know 
whJt the moisture Jnd heJt levels are that 
create such a phenomenon. 

In the good old days we would have had 
plenty of tasks of course - a few pilots, 
launched at the right moment through luck 
or judgment, would have staggered away in 
a patch of sunshine and might have gone 
vast distJnces downwind. Our standards of 
what constitutes a valid competition day are 
so much higher, as gliders and pilots have 
got better, and as the cost and risks of an 
outlanding become more expensive - and 
lastly because competition pi lots cannot 
abide the possibility of unfairness. The old 
system allowed all sorts of weird people to 
win competitions. Indeed I won a contest 
myself under the old rules many years ago, 
which proves the old rules must have been 
in serious need of an overhaul. 

Minnesota Monsoon Melody 

To be sung (or croaked by any contestants 
alld crew with plleumonia) to the tune of 
"Singill' in the Rain": 

We 're griddin' in the rain 

eriddin' in the rain 

But Charlie / insi,sts 


There's no gain without pain 

The winds they c/o blow 

And cloudbase is low 


Don'cha love it? 

Griddin' in the rain 


We're scratchin' in the rain 

Scratchin'in the rain 


There's a leech on my tail 

So my neck I must strain 


/'m totally beat 

But Jive climbed filty feet 


It's 50 much fun 

Scratchin' in the rain 


Out/andin' in the rain 

Outlandin' in the rain 


To harvest an acre 

Of biofuel grain2 


The glider's unharmed 

But the farmer is armed 


We 50 enjoy it 

Outlandin' in the rain 


In fairness, I should add that two friends of 
mine have spent the last 20 summers on 
their island in one of Minnesota's Thousand 
LJkes; the weather is usually lovely. We'd 
better just attribute the rain during Region 
Seven 2007 to The Curse of Platypus, who 
can make the most arid desert bloom... 

Canada Geese 
In the last edition of S<'"G I pondered on 
how geese, when flying in V-formJtion, 
dealt with the asymmetrical drag-reduction 
they obtained, since only one wingtip 
bellefits from the wing-vortices of the goose 
(or gander) ill front. I have since had this 
reply from Ontario, Canada: 
Dear Platypus, Surely you have not f~Jiled 
to notice all the geese except the leader 
banking slightly toward the inside of the 
vee? Nature has taught them what light-twin 
pilots need an instructor to teach them: that 
when an engine has failed, banking toward 
the operating one helps the rudder offset the 
tendency to turn toward the failed one 
Norman jull. I answered: "Dear Mr jull, 
Thank you for the letter. With luck I could 
make this correspondence run for months. 
Geese regularl)' fly over my house, since I 
am on a peninsula in the Thames and they 
like to take a short-cut. I have failed to 
notice this b<lIlking - if indeed it really 
occurs. I must watch them more carefu/l)j 
though standing directly under a skein of 
geese in the dogged pursuit of knowledge has 
its hazards - Platypus" I'd still like to be able 
to answer the question whether individual 
geese ever switch sides so as to rest the 
overworked wing. Flying upside down in the 
same position for a spell would have a simi
lar effect. Birds don't do that much, howev
er, probably because of the high camber of 
their wings, which would make inverted 
flight not very efficient. It would requir 
massive <1ngl e of attack and the UD would 
go all to Hell. In short it would be very tirillg 
and most animals work like me, on the 
principl e of least effort. 

Later, once S&G readers have got tired of 
formating geese, I may launch an enquiry 
into whether birds do inverted aerobatics, 
apart from tumbler-pigeons. I believe crows 
do something like that, just for laughs ... 

Soaring costs 
Overheard at a leading club recently: "If you 
want to fly one of our high-performance 
gliders we need to be sure of your currency." 
Absolutely right, just hand over your wallet 
and nobody' I I get hurt. \. . 
platsandg@blueyonder.co.uk ~ 

1 Ch,:lrli e Uv1i nner), wel l-known to .1 11 pilots I,vho haw:' flown In 

.\J.J lionals or \'Vurld Ch<lmplonships in th l? USA, wa :: the Contest 

D irector inr three o\,pri apping contes ts slarti nR laIC' M,JY 2U07: 

Region 7; 18-rnetr0 US Nat ionah; and Open Class US Natlond l ~ 

In Albert ll',J, Mi n nl'~u t<L 2. ,'\bsul uh:' [lWdi(" licenu ': fl O crops in 

Minrw"old sl.·emed to be more' Lh ~\[l (l in h igh . Indc{xl the whole 

sf,}!!.' looked ideal for land ing out, if that's your icl e<l of <.1 good l ime 
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FLIGHT TEST: ASG 29E 


ASG29 - with engine 


The ASG 29 was doing well in 
the UK 18-Metre Nationals as 
we went to press. Jochen Ewald 
tries out the new turbo variant 

A
s WE REPORTED last issue, at AERO 
2007 Al exander Schleicher exhibited 
their latest development for the new 

18-metre flapped ASG 29: a sustainer - or 
turbo - engine. Most buyers of today's 
modern high-performance gliders prefer 
ordering powered ones, minimising field 
landing risks and time-consuming retrieves. 

Since my flight test (june-July 2006/ p34) 
of the prototype 1 S/18-Metre Class flapped 
ASG 29, designed by Michael Greiner it has 
gained an excellent reputation as a top 
competition glider as well as a pleasant, 
easy-to-fly one. The sustainer unit Mich ae l 
has now introduced for the 29 is based on 
the one he developed for the ASW 28 
(this was one of his first tasks after joining 
the Schleicher design engineer crew). 

The engine is once again th ' Solo 

two-cylinder, two-stroke 2350 delivering 
18kw at 4,400rpm, which appears to have 
become a standard sustainer engine used by 
nearly all glider manufacturers. 

The complete installation kit increases the 
ASG 29's empty weight by about 45kg 
(99Ib), and the well-equipped prototype 
I flew had an empty mass of 332kg (732Ib). 

Compared to the unflapped ASG 28E, 
I found several changes and improvements 
in the engine's installation and handling. 
So the fuel tank, here containing 10.5 litres 
of two-stroke mixture, is now in the baggage 
space behind the pilot's head (because the 
space in the wings of the ASG 29 is fully 
occupied by water tanks and control tubes). 
After pulling two spring-loaded buttons, 
it can easily be removed and, with two 
integral hooks, hung on the cockpit wall for 
easy refuelling without the risk of spilling 
fuel into the cockpit. Or, after undoing the 
two fuel hose quick-snap-in connections, 
you can simply use it like a jerrycan to 
get fuel from the next available pump. 
Removing the tank also gives access to the 
main bolts for rigging, to the two battery 
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Left: big airbrakes and flaps allow stow steep approaches 

Above: the Solo two-cylinder, two-stroke 2350 engine 

Right: ASG 29E flown by Mario Link (Manfred Munch) 

compartments undern eath, and stowage 
space next to the undercarriage box . When 
pushing the tank into place, electrical 
contacts for the fuel indication in the ILEC 
engine management computer display 
interconnect automati ca ll y. 

To create room to insert th is tank, the rear 
cockpit frame design had to be changed: 
instead of the earlier wide hollow frame, 
which usually acts as a Roger hook in 
modern Schleicher gliders by holding the 
canopy rear end down during emergency 
jettison, now a conventional, thin frame 
is used, equipped with a spring-system 
Roger hook. To prevent the propeller stream 
affecting the ASI indication, a pitot tube has 
been integrated into the fuselage tip besides 
the aerotow hook. This means a bit more 
force is needed to close or open the canopy. 

Another new feature is installed in the 
engine bay: a spring-loaded 'bumper' pin, 
which supports the load of the retracted 
engine. This system makes it much easier 
for the electric spindle drive to extract the 
engine and prevents it from banging into its 
stop at the end of retraction. 1'40t only does 

The left side of the cockpit 

(far left) with, from top to 

bottom: flaps (black) ; 

cable release (yellow); 

airbrakes (blue); fuel cock 

(red); engine control lever; 

and trim indicator. 

The new engine operation 

lever (left) works in the 

intuitive sense - and. 

says Jochen, is very easy 

to use 

All photos on the ground: 

Jochen Ewald 
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it save electricity, but it also prevents the 
spindle drive from wearing out. 

Further news ca n be found in the cockpit. 
The single lever engine operation system, 
introduced in the 28 E, has been refined and 
is now perfec t. To operilte the engine, you 
first switch on the main switch in the 
instrument pew el. Then you swing the engine 
lever a bit inwards and push it forwards to 
the first stop. This makes the drive swing out, 
and as soon full extrilcti on is indicated by 
the light in the ILEe, il nother move inwards 
and forwards to the next stop removes the 
propeller stop and brings the engi ne into 
'decompression' mode, where valves in the 
cylinder heads are opened to make it easy 
for the airflow to spin the propeller. This 
happens after increas ing th e fl ying speed 
to about 1 15km/h. As soon ilS the prop is 
rotating, the lever can be swung outwards 
and pushed to its fronl end stop. This closes 
the decompress ion valves again and switches 
the fu el pump and ign ition on. Th e engine 
starts firing and running Jt full thrott le. 
To stop th e engine starting to splutter, 
which is ca used by automatic cutting of the 
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ignition due to over-revving, fl ying speed 
should now be reduced: best climb rare 
is reached at about 90km/h (48kt). 

The emergency fuel cock, easil y visible 
behind the engine opera tion lever, shows 
quite a spec ial feature. Although there is 
no need to c lose it for soaring or transport, 
some people, used to early retractable
engine mororgliders, do so and so there is a 
risk that they can forget to re-open it again 
when re-starting the engine - especially at 
low il ltitude. In the ASG 29E, the fuel cock 
is automatica ll y opened when the engine 
lever is pushed fully forwards, avoiding this 
problem. Thi s requires a spec ial procedure 
in case there should be an engine fire, when 
the engine lever would have to be pull ed 
back first, ilnd then the fuel cock cl osed. 
Al though this system is unusual , I think it is 
sensible, because several acc idents w ith 
retractable-engine motorg liders have 
happened during attempts to start the engine 
too low and not getting it started due to 
operational errors. 

Getting rid of the engine is as easy as 
starting it. Simply fl y at about 8Skm/h (46kt), 

pull the lever back to the first stop, and with 
the ign ition cut and the decompression 
valves open the rpm will soon drop. Now 
swing the lever inwards and pull it back one 
more stop. The decompression va lves close 
again and the propeller will soon be seen, 
in the small mirror on the instrument panel, 
stopping. Now the lever is swung inwards 
ag<J in and pull ed back to the nex t stop, 
which swings the propeller stop out. In most 
cases, the propeller is already vertical, if not, 
fl ying slightly faster makes it rotate slowly 
aga inst the stop. The last step, swinging the 
lever outwards and pulling it to its back 
stop, retracts the engine. The fin<J1 thing to 
do is to swi tch the engine electrics off 
to save battery power during gliding. 

Other news, affecting all ASG 29s, is an 
increase in the permitted maximum take-off 
weight, which is now 600kg (1 323 lb) when 
flown with the l8-metre wingtips and 
5S0kg ( 121 2Ib) for the optional l S-metre 
wing, and the max imum speeds for the 
different flap se ttings have also gone up. 
Now l60km/h (86kt) is allowed in landing 
fl ap, while for positions 4, 5 and 6 the :> 

The two black knobs 

(far left) release the fuel 

tank, giving access to 

rig the glider (left). The 

tank can be hung from 

the cockpit rim (above 

and right) to be filled 
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FLIGHT TEST: ASG 29E HUMAN FACTORS 


ASG 29E instrument panel. At the bottom is the ILEG engine control instrumen/, with engine main switch on the left 

> maximum has gone up to 200km/h (108kt) . 
The cockpit of this prototype was fitted 

with a NOAH emergency exit aid system 
(not yet activated ), which, after canopy 
jettison, is actioned by pulling a handle. 
This results in automatic disconnection of 
the seatbelt lock and inflati on of the seat 
cushion, which lifts the pil ot up to canopy 
frame level, making egress easy and fast. 
Thi s sensible system ca n now be ordered as 
an option for many gliders. 

But now let's have a look at how the new 
turbo works in fli ght. There is no need to 
repea t my description of general handling in 
last yea r's report about the pure glider - it 
showed just the sa me sa fe, fun and easy 
fl yi ng characteristi cs I experienced and 
measured with the engineless ASG 29 
prototype. The only difference was that the 
indicated minimum speeds were about 
3km/h (1.6ktl higher due to the higher 
wingloading of the E, whi ch w eighed about 
420kg (926Ib) with me, batteries and fu el 
aboard, and had a roughly central C of G. 

Starting the engine as described above 
was rea lly easy: I had the ASG trimmed to 
85km/h (46kt) , and as the engine travelled 
out the ASG accelerat d to 90km/h (48kt). 
After pushing the lever forwa rds to 
decompress ion, I accelerated a bit until at 
110km/h (5 9kt) the prop started rotating. 
Lever fully forwa rds, and the engine audihly 
started. Moving the nose up aga in, I found 
that the previously trimmed speed of 85 km/h 
remained with the engine running. The n w 
engine lever was clearly eas ier to operate 
than th at of its predecessor, the ASW 28E. 
The whole procedure took me less than 
20 seconds, and I lost no more than SOm 
(165 ft) . Measuring the climb rate was a bit 
difficult in the turbulent air with strong 
thermals, but I found an average climb rate 
between 1.1 and 1.2m/s flying at 90km/h 
(48kt) w ith the fl aps set to 5, which appears 
quite rea li sti c. Maximum crui sing speed was 
about 115km/h (62kt), when the yellow lamp 
in the ILEC indicated max permanent rpm. 
Another 5 km/h (2. 7kt) faster, and the 
electronics start shortcutting the ignition to 
protect the engine from damage - even if 
you ignore the yellow lamp, the engine 

noise reminds you to move the nose up a 
bit. The 10.5 litres of useable fuel in the tank 
are sufficient to 'sawtooth ' the ASG 2YE 
about 250km - usually enough to get back 
home. 

Stopping the engine at about 90km/h 
(48kt) proved as easy as ca n be. Lever one 
step back switches the ignition off and opens 
the decompress ion valves; rpm decreases 
rapidly and you can soon go another step 
back, clos ing the decompress ion val ves. Thi s 
qui ckly makes the prope ller stop completely 
(it sounds astonishing, but the initi al rpm 
decrease is rea ll y much faster with open 
decompress ion valves). As soon as the 
propeller sta nds still, the lever is pulled back 
one step aga in to swing the propeller stop in, 
and w ith slightl y increased speed it soon 
travels into verti cal pos ition where it is held. 
Now th e lever's full y back, and th e engine 
disappea rs, leaving only the electri c engine 
switch to be swi tched off. This takes only 
20 to 25 seconds (depending on how close 
to the verti ca l position the propeller stops). 

After trying the engine operation a few 
times and finding the system rea ll y fast, easy 
and foo lproof, I enjoyed pure soaring the 
ASG 29E above the picturesque 
Wasserkuppe reg ion, the birthplace of 
German gliding, for another hour, also 
admiring the new huge rectangular extension 
of the Wasserkuppe Museum, which has 
recently been added to the old round muse
um. If you are planning to vi sit Schleicher to 
test fl y one of their gliders, or to fetch your 
new one, do not miss this unique mu seum, 
showing the whole development of German 
gliding from Lili enthal's days to the first 
'plasti c ships' at this historic place. 

Landing the ASG 29E - w ith its effective 
landing fl aps, the powerful, three-bladed 
Schempp-Hirth airbrakes and, if you want, 
even more steepl y using sides lip - is as easy 
as landing a K-8. All this makes the ASG 
29E, like its unpowered sister, not only a 
high performance ship for those who want 
to win competiti ons and championships, but 
a Iso a rei iahle and safe gl ider which I can 
strongly recommend for cl ub use. It also 
gives it excellent long-term potential 
in the secondhand market. 

Only mad 

Don't let a wet June lull you into 
into forgetting the fundamentals: 
whenever the weather gets hot, 
the glider pilot gets dehydrated. 
Geoffrey Miller explains why ... 

MAD DOGS and Englishmen go out 
in the midday sun, as Noel Coward 
famou sly observed. The heatwave in 

July last year - remember that? - made me 
think back to my days as a medica l student, 
when one of our physiology tutors was 
taking our c lass on fluid ba lance. A lthough 
heatwaves are uncommon in England, it is 
est imated that some 27,000 deaths were 
caused throughout Europe by the hea twave 
of 2003 (NHS Direct). What ca n we glider 
pilots do to minimise the physi ologica l 
effects of a heatwave? 

Clothing 
Covering sensitive areas of the body, by 
wearing for eXJmple long sleeves, trousers 
ra ther than shorts, turned-up coll ars and a 
hat, will keep the sun off areas thJt are 
prone to sunburn . However, they also reduce 
th exposed area of the body that can be 
coo led by perspiration, w hich uses the latent 
heat of evaporation of water to reduce the 
body's temperature. Converse ly, clothing 
which has a high "wicking" Jction transfers 
the pe.rspirati on from the skin to th e gJ rment, 
from which it then evaporates more efficiently. 
This in turn improves body temperature 
control. A hat that protects the tips of the 
nose and ears, as well as the back of the 
neck is very important. But is ahsolutely 
essential that no brim or peak obscures 
upwa rd v ision or interferes with lookout 
when fl ying. 

Skin protection 
The importance of protecting your skin w ith 
high-factor sun creams is well kn own. These 
generall y contain titanium d iox ide and zinc 
ox ide, w hich refl ect the UV rays . The more 
of these compounds in the creJm, the higher 
the protection factor. FJctor 50-plus is now 
available. 

Fluid balance and dehydration 
Fluid loss ca n lead to dehydrati on, which in 
turn can cause diffi culty w ith concentrati on. 
That could be fatal for a glider pilot. In fit 
young people, the body is comprised of 
60 per cent WJter. About two-thirds of thi s is 
inside the cells (intracellulJr flu id/ lCF) Jnd 
the remaining third is outside the cell s 
(extracellular f1uieVECF) in the SPJces 
between them and in the bl ood plasma. 
The two fluids are of completely different 
composition. 

Both ICF and ECF contJin proteins. ICF 
contains a higher concentration of potass ium 
than of sodium, whilst the reverse is true 
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dogs and English glider pilots 


of ECF. In addition to chloride ions, there are 
many other minor constituents, including 
magnesium and calcium. 

All of these constituent substances give 
their respective fluids a level of osmolality 
which is equal, so that there is normally no 
transfer of water from one fluid compartment 
to the other. 

Isotonic fluids (eg: sports rehydration 
drinks) have the same osmolality as ECF/ICF 

Hypotonic fluids (eg: water, squash) have 
a lower osmolality than ECF/I F 

Hypertonic fluids (eg: strong salt or 
sugar solutions) have a higher osmolality 
than ECF/ ICF 

The body constantly loses water, from the 
lungs and airways, from the kidneys, through 
perspiration and from the bowel. 

The bowel 
The normal stool contains a significant 
quantity of water. This can be increased by 
eating a high fibre diet, which draws more 
water into the bowel. Water is removed from 
the intestine in the large bowel, which acts 
as a water reservoir. In times of reduced 
fluid intake the stool becomes firmer. In the 
event of even greater water deprivation, such 
as dehydration in hot weather, constipation 
can result. 

Drinking hypertonic fluids (eg a strong 
solution of salt, or magnesium sulphate in 
the form of Epsom Salts) will cause water to 
be drawn into the stomach and small bowel, 
which increases the volume of the 5toOI. 
This causes a purge and is an old-fashioned 
remedy for constipation. It is also potentially 
dangerous, as it can seriously upset the 
body's fluid and electrolyte balance. 

Lungs and airways 
We are unable to influence the rate of water 
loss from this source. 

Kidneys 
Blood flows through the kidneys under 
pressure and the process of ultrafiltration 
forces water and other small molecules 
(eg: sodium, chloride, potassium, urea, etc) 
out through the filter mechanism, whilst 
retaining large molecules (eg: proteins). 
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The resulting filtrate passes through a further 
stage, during which some of its constituents 
can be recl,-iimed, according to the needs of 
the moment. So when we're dehydrated, the 
kidneys can recover water and electrolytes 
back into the bloodstream. This results in 
smaller quantities of more concentrated 
urine, with which we are all familiar. 

Perspiration 
The sweat glands in the skin also excrete 
fluid by ultrafiltration, so that the fluid 
contains water, sodium, chloride and 
potassium, etc, in the same ratios as in ECF. 
As the sweat passes up to the skin some or 
all of these components can be reabsorbed. 
At low sweat rates, nothing may reach the 
skin surface. At high sweat rates not aJI the 
components can be reabsorbed. 

In other words, in hot weather when 
we perspire more freely, we not only lose 
more water, but we can also lose more 
electrolytes, in particular sodium and 
chloride (ie salt). It is estimated that at 
these extremes the sweat may contain 
as much as half the sodium and chloride 
concentration of ECF. 

How much do we lose? 
In extreme conditions, such as those we 
experienced during last July's heatwave, 
the body can lose more than a litre of 
perspiration an hour. 

There is no clear evidence to show how 
much salt we lose by perspiration. The NHS 
Direct website states that the belief that we 
lose more salt by perspiring is outdated 
and incorrect. Studies of football players 
from the USA have shown that salt loss in 
perspiration varies between individuals, 
some of whom can lose more than 109 
(two teaspoonfuls!) in a training session, 
whilst others lose less than 2g. 

How much sodium do we eat? 
Sodium chloride (salt) contains 40 per cent 
sodium and 60 per cent chloride. Thus a 
5g teaspoonful of salt contains about 2g 
sodium . We probably need no more than 
half of this for our regular daily intake. 
Nevertheless, daily intakes of 6-12g sodium 

Just add a zero to the fin! When loading the cockpit, 

remember plenty of drinking water (Nick Smith) 

are not uncommon and this is thought to be 
a major contributory factor towards high 
blood pressure. 

I think that it is reasonable to say that we 
should consider increasing our intake of salt 
during very hot weather. However, this 
may not be the correct advice for people 
with high blood pressure, heart problems, 
kidney disease, taking diuretics or with other 
illnesses, in which case they should consult 
their doctor. 

What should we do? 
Infants, small children and the elderly are 
much less tolerant of dehydration than fit 
young adults. We may need to consider 
whether it is wise for us to be out in the full 
sun in a heatwave, however tempting the 
soaring conditions may be. 

Fluid loss from perspiration begins as soon 
as we get into the heat. At first we feel 
nothing, but as we lose fluid progressively, 
we begin to feel thirsty. By the time this 
happens, we have usually already lost a 
significant volume of fluid, so it makes sense 
to start drinking before you feel thirsty to 
avoid being in a state of "catch up". 

Drinking large volumes of plain water can 
lead to "water nausea", which is not only 
very unpleasant, but also potentially very 
dangerous. This can be avoided by adding 
some flavouring to the water. 

It makes sense to add some electrolytes to 
the water. This should be done with caution. 
You can also add some calories to the drink, 
by dissolving some sugar. We all know that 
it's sensible to take something to eat on a 
long flight anyway. 

Sports drinks or rehydration fluids would 
address the issues of both flavour and 
composition. Consider the players at 
Wimbledon who often have two bottles, 
one of water and the other of a suitable 
rehydration fluid. We are sports people after 
all, so we should be tre<lting ourselves in a 
similar fashion. 

And, of course, you can even add some 
salt to your chips in the pub afterwards, but 
don't overdo it! ~ 

BGA Medical Advisor Dr Peter Saundby adds: An 

important factor in hot climates is acclimatisation, 

an adaptation of our physiological reaction to heat. 

Someone who has been on a gliding field all week 

will be different from a worker from an air-conditioned 

office. With acclimatisation, sweating becomes more 

profuse but salt is retained. While in good soaring 

conditions gliders can climb high enough to have cool 

cockpits, don't forget there is still a problem for those 

left on the ground. Salt control can be by taste: a salt

deficient person chooses to add more salt. even to 

beer! Notoriously, cooks in tropical overheated kitchens 

added too much salt for their air-conditioned customers 
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BGA GLIDERS - MOVING TO AN EASA CERTIFICATE OF AIRWORTHINESS 


What glider owners must know 

It's one of the biggest changes in the history of British gliding, 
it's upon us now and, if you 're a UK glider owner, you need to know 
how it will affect you. Chief Executive Pete Stratten outlines how 
the BGA will help you to ensure your glider stays legally airworthy 

THE SUDDEN creation in 2002 of the 
European Aviation Safety Agency 
meant, as one S&G article warned at 

the time, that gliding would never be the 
same agilin. With almost no notice, EASA 
brought UK gliders within il whole new set 
of regulations. Since then, BGA staff ilnd 
volunteers have been deeply involved in 
detailed and time-consuming negotiations 
with EASA, the Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) and the UK Department for Transport 
to secure a rea listic airworthiness regime for 
UK gliders. One of the BGA team's first 
achi vements WilS an exemption from th e 
new European rul es to allow time for a 
viab le system to be set up. That exemption 
is due to end on September 28 next year. 

From that date onwards, the vast majority 
of gliders in the UK must have an EASA 
Certificate of Airworthiness (C of A) 
and the associated Airworthiness Review 
Certificate (ARC) in order to fly. 

The former is issued when a glider is first 
brought into the EASA airworthiness system 
while the latter is revalidated each year 
to keep that glider legally airworthy. 

What does this mean for me? 
We have agreed with the CAA that the BGA 
will begin the formal process of transition 
to the new EASA regime from the current 
system of BGA Certificates of Airworthiness 
(BGA Cs of A) on October 1 this year. 

All gliders in the UK - with the exception 
of those listed by EASA in "An nex II " (see 
explanatory box, right) - must comp ly with 
the new regu lations. The gliders affected by 
the new rules ,He known as " EASA gliders" 
and BGA Cs of A will not be issued to EASA 
gliders ilfter October 1, 2007 - just two 
months' time. 

The timing of this year-long trilnsition 
ensures that il ll ilffected gliders wi ll be able 
to comply with the new regulations by 
the final deadline of September 28, 2008. 

If you have an EASA glider and you r BGA 
C of A expires on or after October 1, 2007, 
insteild of renewing it you will need to app ly 
for an EASA C of A, together with an EASA 
Airworthiness Review Certificate (ARC). 

Although there are still a few points of 
detail to be ironed out, the transition process 
for EASA gliders is now sufficientl y well 
defined to allow owners and operators to 
begin planning the transfer from a BGA 

'Annex II gliders' 
THE only gliders that don't have to comply with 
the new European rules - mainly historic and 

experimental types - are listed in what's known 
as "Annex II" of the European Aviation Safety 

Agency 's regulations. These " Annex II gliders" 
will continue to operate under existing national 

arrangements. In other words, the airworthiness 
management of Annex II gliders continues as it 

always has done - annually renewed BGA C of A 

supported by the BGA airworthiness system. 
There is currently no requirement to register 
Annex II gliders with the CAA or to display a 

G-XXXX registration. A full list of Annex II gliders 
is at : www.easa.eu.intidoclCertificationlptfl 

New Annex" Published 010607.pdf [please note 
spaces in the URL, and see p31-36 in the PDF]. 

If your glider Is not in Annex II 
then it is an " EASA glider" and 

It must comply with the new rules 

C of A to an EASA C of A. The process is 
essent iall y as follows: 

Step 1 - Registration 
All aircraft must be state registered (ie issued 
with a G-XXXX registration by the CAA) 
before they can be issued with an EASA 
C of A. The CAA wi II charge you a £60 fee 

Why are we having to go through all this? 

A VERY good question. The following summary 
may help you put the changes described on 
these pages into context. 

Some years ago, the UK, along with all other 

European Union (EU) member states, accepted 
that airworthiness would, in future, be regulated 
by a pan-European aviation authority, EASA. 

In the early days of EASA, consultation was 

virtually non-existent and, despite a certain 
amount of pleading by European gliding 

organisations after the event, nearly all gliders 
with a mass exceeding 80kg were pulled into 

EASA airworthiness regulation. " Nearly all" 
because a few historic types are exempted 

from EASA regulation under what is known as 
Annex II (see box above). This explains the terms 

" EASA gliders" and "Annex II gliders". 
EASA airworthiness certification regulation 

became EU law in September 2003. Realising 
that the UK was not yet in a position to 

implement the new rules, the Department for 
Transport (OfT) agreed with the BGA that the 

existing BGA airworthiness process provided 
a safe alternative and therefore supplied us with 

a temporary exemption from the new regulation. 
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With one or two detail changes along the way, it 

was decided that the BGA fleet of EASA gliders 
would remain exempt until September 2008. 

While all gliding in the EU has been burdened 

with a one-size-fits-all airworthiness system that 
applies to everything from a light aircraft to an 

A380, the UK faced a particular challenge 

because (unlike most other European countries) 
our glider airworthiness system was run by the 

BGA itself - without any state inVOlvement. 
Moving an EASA glider from this system into an 

EASA-regulated one threatened to create big 
problems for UK glider owners. Ironically, our 

very success in running our own system meant 
there was a risk that all UK glider maintenance, 

repairs and modifications would not be 
recognised and would have to go through a 

potentially costly approvals process. Another 
possibility was that the CAA would have to 

directly manage all UK glider airworthiness. 
Anticipating these issues, the BGA had much 

earlier developed contact with both the OfT and 
EASA to ensure that they understood the BGA's 

expert opinion. FOllowing a meeting in 2006 
between the BGA, OfT and EASA, the latter 

carried out a review of the BGA airworthiness 
system in early 2007, using a major EU member 

state regulated glider airworthiness process as a 
benchmark. 

Following this, the BGA was delighted when 
EASA confirmed that the BGA airworthiness sys

tem was deemed equivalent to a nationally regu
lated system. This has enabled the CAA to 

accept that EASA gliders - managed until now 
under the BGA airworthiness system - can be 

transferred to an EASA-regulated environment, 
unaffected by any existing BGA-approved 

modifications or repairs. (There are a few gliders 
with BGA-approved modifications that have 

been identified by EASA as requiring follow-up 
action that may result in a restricted EASA C of A.) 

All that remained to do between spring and 
autumn 2007 was to develop and agree how the 

transfer process would work with the minimum 
of disruption and cost to glider pilots. 

A small team of dedicated BGA volunteers 
and staff has worked tirelessly to achieve this 

result. It will continue to do so in the year ahead 
to make these changes as painless as possible 

for you. 
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for registering each glider. (See p25 for more 
advice on registering your glider w ith the 
CAA.) Remember - once your glider is state 
registered, the law requires you to display 
the allocated markings before the glider's 
next fli ght. You can, though, continue 
to fly on your current BGA C of A after 
CAA registration, until it exp ires. The BGA 
recommends that you sta rt the registration 
process about three monlhs before the expiry 
of your BGA C of A. 

Step 2 - Find an Inspector 
The BGA inspector who knows your glider 
we ll w ill probably be the best inspector to 
guide you through the transition process. 
The BGA advises you to discuss the 
transition to an EASA C of A in the context 
of inspector ava ilabili ty, your glider, your 
BGA C of A expiry da te and the tra nsition 
timetable. With the timetable in mind, 
please no te: 
- To help prevent bott lenecks we have 
agreed with the CAA that we w ill try to carry 
out the transition j ust prior to the expiry of 
th e existing 13GA C of A. 
- The transition process will appl y to EASA 
gliders with J BGA C of A expiring on or 
after October 1, 2007. 
- Irrespective of the date of expi ry of 
a BGA C of A, a new BGA C of A wil l 
not be is ued to any EASA glider if the 
Form 267 Certifi cate of Release to Service 
(recommending renewal of the BGA C of A) 
w hich accompanies the application is dated 
on or after October 1, 2007. 

We will be providing specific guidance 
materi al for inspectors, to be backed up 
w ith training seminars later this year 
(see adVE rt on page 25). 

August - September 2007 

DaVid Ireland 

Don 1 risk be/l1g grounded Youve probably already seen some gliders these days carrying eM-issued G·registralions. 
That's beclwse, Since September 2003. all gfiders new to the UK have had to be CM regis/ered-Ilke Yorkshire GC's 
K-21 (above), Now the lime's come when nearly everyone must apply for an EASA CofA as well as a G-registration 

The main article 0eft) explains what you need to understand and to do if you're a glider owner and - while it can 't be 

a substituie for for reading and absorbing the detail- there 's a flowchart overleaf to help you visualise the process 

Meanwhile, the panel opposite gives the background and the one below looks at the future under the new system 

Keeping your EASA glider in the air 
AS every British glider owner knows, the BGA 

C of A was valid for one year and had to be 
renewed annually. By contrast, an EASA C of A 

is issued for the life of the aircraft. However, it 

has to be revalidated annually, by the issue of an 

Airworthiness Review Certificate (ARC). 

The issue of an EASA C of A confirms the 

aircraft's "initial airworthiness" under what's 

known officially as "Part 21" of the European 

rules. What's called "continuing airworthiness", 

which includes maintenance, is subject to 

detailed EASA regulation of its own - the 

so-called "Part M". 

The CAA and BGA are currently working 

together to approve the BGA 'Continuing 

Airworthiness Management Organisation ' 

(the BGA CAMO). The CAMO will provide the 

legal and practical framework that will enable 

the BGA to recommend the issue of an EASA 

non-expiring C of A and, importantly, to continue 

the validity of that certificate by issuing or 

extending the ARC on an annual basis. 

The BGA CAMO will continue to provide 

a high-quality, efficient and cost effective air

worthiness management environment for glider 

owners and operators, based largely on many 

years' experience and skills developed as a 

self-regulating and fundamentally volunteer 

body. The role and experience of BGA inspectors 

will continue to playas large and important a 

part as it ever has. 

It will probably come as no surprise to learn 

that each year the owner will need to take his 

glider to a BGA inspector who will carry out a 

number of tasks not dissimilar to the curren~ 

BGA C of A renewal process. All being well, 

the volunteer or professional inspector will 

then recommend to the BGA an extension of the 

ARC for another 12 months. The detailed 

process, including the need to meet additional 

requirements every three years, has yet to be 

finalised. As soon as the BGA has agreed an 

appropriately efficient and compliant process we 

will ensure that both owners and inspectors are 

fully briefed. 

A key point to note at this stage is that glider 

owners will need to liaise very closely with the 

BGA CAMO via the BGA website and their BGA 

inspector. If you do not yet subscribe to the 

BGA's free email notification system, now is 

as good a time as any to sign up. To do so, visit 

https:llwww.gliding.co.uk/subscriptions 
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BGA GLIDERS - MOVING TO AN EASA CERTIFICATE OF AIRWORTHINESS 
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:J No ....· Renew BGA CofA as usual'" 

• t 
Approximately 2 months 

before CofA renewal due 


IObtain Transition Pack I 
I Prepare information for Transition Pack I 

Approx 3 months before 
CofA renewal due 

Register glider with CM 

t ,-14 I Apply G-xxxx markings I 
With inspector, complete actions and 

paperwork listed in Transition Pack
I ~ 

Yes 
I 

t 
Send completed application .. BGA arranges issue of EASA CofA I' 
with payment to the BGA 

... 
together with ARC valid for I year 

Unless your glider is an "Annex /I glider" (see box, p22), you will need to follow the steps illustrated above and described below. The flowchart cannot be a substitute for reading, 

absorbing and understanding the detailed advice that is given in the accompanying article and on the BGA website, but we hope it will help you visualise the new process 

> Step 3 - Obtain a Transition Pack 
To complete the transfer, the owner must 
provide the SGA inspector with important 
information, which the inspector must 
subsequently verify. To make this task 
manageable and efficient, the BGA has 
produced a transition pack. This transition 
pack will be available on the BGA website 
or can be obtained from the SGA office 
on request from the end of July 2007. 

It is suggested that you obtain a transition 
pack about two months before you intend to 
apply for an EASA C of A. The transition 
pack will include: 

1. A covering letter from the BGA to owners. 

2. Information and guidance material. 

3. The transition documents and checklist 
- this includes documents declaring 
modification and repairs, equipment, 
airworthiness directives, weighing, etc. 

4. An EASA-compliant BGA 267 (glider 
maintenance schedule report). 

5. An owner/BGA letter of agreement and 
covering' letter. 

The BGA strongly recommends that you 
and your inspector take time to read 
the detailed guidance material before 
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completing the paperwork and transition 
process, as mistakes and queries will delay 
and compl icate the process. 

Step 4 - Complete the paperwork 
Collating the information required by the 
pack may take time. Starting two months 
prior to making your final application for an 
EASA C of A would be a wise contingency. 

Step 5 - Application 
The completed pack of information must 
then be forwarded to the SGA (or further 
verification against data held by the SGA 
and for quality checking. Once satisfied that 
everything is in place, the BGA will arrange 
the issue of an EASA C of A complete with 
the first-year ARC (thus validating the 
non-expiring EASA C of A for one year) . 

The application should be accompanied 
by a payment of £120, which includes 
the fee that the CAA charges for issuing an 
EASA C of A with first-year ARC. 

Please note that in any event, affected 
gliders must be issued with an EASA C of A 
by September 28, 2008. After that date, 
no gliders (apart from the Annex II gliders) 
may fly anywhere in the EU, including in the 
UK, without an EASA C of A and valid ARC. 

The BGA will continue to publish 
additional information and advi as it 
becomes available over the coming months. 

Please stay up to date with the latest advice 
by visiting the new EASA C of A Transition 
pages, which you can find on the BGA 
website at www.glidingco.uk- if you've got 
questions which this articl e doesn 't answer, 
try the FAQ section on these web pages. 

Finally, the devil is always in the detail. 
Many of you - both inspectors and owners 
- will be aware that the processes described 
above involve a significant level of under
pinning regulatory detail that may dictate 
process change as experience is gained over 
the coming year. 

The SGA will be relying on th e goodwill 
and understanding of everyone assoc iated 
with glider airworthiness to help minimise 
any difficulties associated with one of the 
most fundamental changes in the history 
of the BGA. 

Please be assured that the BGA remains 
firmly committed to continuing to provide 
appropriate, efficient and affordable 
airworthiness management for the \ . 
whole gliding community. -.:c 

This article is believed to be accurate as S&G goes 

to press, but some detells remain to be finalised with 

the CAA, Including the process lor issuing EASA Cs 01 A 

and ARCs to gliders being built In or imported Into In the 

UK lor the first time alter October I, 2007. Please stey 

up to date by signing up for lree email alerts Irom 

www.gliding.co.uk 
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How to register your glider with the CAA 

You must register your glider 
with the Civil Aviation Authority 
before applying for an EASA 
Certificate of Airworthiness. 
Here are some tips to help you 

I~ST of illl, make sure you consider 

F the timescale vou'll need to meet, 
and ensure you apply to register your 

aircrilft roughly three months before you 
apply for an EASA C of A. Don't forget 
to factor in Ihe time you'll need to hdve 
the glider marked with its UK registration 
(G-XXXX) once the glider is registered 
and before it is next flown. 

Distribution of forms 
Application forms and reply-paid envelopes 
will be posted to all glider owners affected 
by the transition to EASA C of A. The various 
forms associated with registration are also 
available on the CAA website. 

Availability of registration marks 
By default, applicants will be allocated a 
registration mark in the form "G-CTTT", 
where TTT is the currently allocated BGA 
trigraph (the three letters allocated with 
the BGA number). If this mark has already 
been allocated, the C will be replaced by 
another letter, usually D, to give a unique 
registration. 

Please note that if the trigrJph contJins 
the letter Q then the CAA is unable to issue 
J trigraph-related registration as the letter Q 
cannot be issued as pJrt of a G-XXXX 
registration. 

In these c ircumsta nces th e CAA will 
provid 0 a standard sequentiill registration 
mark. If this applies to you, you will be 
allowed to choose from approximately 
75 marks that are "i n sequence" at the time 
of applicJtion. To do this, you should enter 
"please telephone" in the "Proposed Mark" 
section of question 4 on the CAA registration 
JpplicJtion form CAl. 

The CAA will contact you upon receipt of 
the application form to allow you to mJke 
your choice. 

Alternatively, appl icants can specify an 
"out-of-sequence" regislration mark. akin to 
a personalised car number plate. Note that 
this option carries an additional CAA charge. 

Completing the CA1 
The CA 1 form is designed to cover all 
eventualities in registering any aircraft from 
a microlight to a 747. However, the CAA 
experience of gl ider registration applications 
has been very positive to date as the 
applications made have, on the whole, 
been completed correctly. The following 
additional CAA advice relating to the 
CA 1 form is supplied following previous 
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experience of confusion or omission by 
appl icants: 

lc - This should be completed if the glider 
is self-susta i n i ng. 

6 - If the glider is owned by a co-ownership 
syndic<lte then the owners' details should 
be entered in 6a with the group name 
in 6b. In cases where there are three or 
more individual owners of an aircrJft it is 
recommended that one of the owners, 
or at the most two, are nominated as trustees 
of the syndicate. The details of the other 
shareholders need to be given on a CAA 
registration-supplied " trustee grid" form. 
In this way any member may leave or join 
the group without the need to re-register the 
glider on every occasion and thus incurring 
a fee. Unfortunately, the glider must be 
re-registered if the trustee leaves the group. 

9a - This must be completed. The month and 
year is sufficient. 

Detailed BGA advice on all aspects of 
comp leting form CA 1 is in BGA AMP Part 3, 
leaflet 3-7 (see www.glidingco.uk/bgainfo/ 
technical/ampmanual/3-7.pdt) 

U you have more than one glider 
For owners with large numbers of gliders 
(some clubs have significant fleets) the CAA 
advise that they should be able to accept 
a single CAl application containing all the 
constant information and a separate 
schedule uf the variable elements, such as 
the glider type, date of ownership, etc. 
In these circumstances, you should contact 
the CAA registration departmenl directly 
and they wi II devise a schedule format 
that is appropriate for your needs. Th e usual 
CAA fee of £60 per glider will still apply. 

BGA Markings 
BGA Laws and Rules states that a glider with 
an EASA C of A does not need to display a 
BGA number. However, owners who have 
registered their glider are reminded of the 
continuing requirement (BGA Operational 
Regu lation 1.9) for BGA-approved 
identifi c;:lt ion markings (that is, the trigraph 
or competition number) to be displayed as 
large as practicable on each side of the fin 
and/or rudder of the glider in a substantiall y 
vertical plane. 

There is no need to display the 'BGA 
approved identification marking' under 
the wing. 

Applying CAA Registration Marks 
Advice regarding the interpretation of the 
CAA publication CAP 523 Display of 
Registration Marks as it applies to gliders is 
contained on the BGA website in BGA AMP 
Part 3, Leaflet 3-7 (see link above). 

t\ny owner ca n apply registration marks 
in accordance with the supplied guidance 
but if ca re is not taken the enc\ result can 
easily present an unbalanced appearance on 
what is otherwise a beautiful glider fuselage. 
The BGA strongly advises that owners seek 
expert <ldvice on the size and layout of 
registration marks. 

Assistance 
Any BGA club member who has a query 
regarding registration should in the first 
inst<lnce refer to the CAA registrations 
department pages on the CAA website. 
If these dun't provide the answer, either the 
CAA registrations department or the BGA 
office can be contacted by email or phone. 

Thew fJ(Jl c~ hdv(.' hecfl sopplied to assist f(~gis lr,!li()n applic..lI1t; 

but pleru(' /x' ,~l\v.:lrC rhlt the definitive.' -:Je/v/Cf:' is cont.1incd on the> 

.l in r,, '-r ((,[] i.;tr.Hioll (101gb U{ rl1<..' 0 \ /\ wehsitt' ,1t v/\yw.c;,la. co.uk 

Part M Inspector Seminars 2007 
A series of seminars to introduce new ~nd revised procedures for BCA inspec.lors 
and the Continued Airworlhiness of RGA aircrafi. 

All BCA inspecto" must altend a seminar bdore Sepl 2008 to qualify for renewal 

21 S"fltember 07 The Gliding Centre, Husbands Bosworth 
20 October 07 LJsham Gliding Society, Allan 
27 October 07 York GC, Ruiforth 
3 November 07 Midland Cc, Long Mynd 
10 November 07 Kenl GC, Challock 
17 November 07 Devon & Somerset CC, Honiton 

Please book using the booking form allaehed to Engineering News (july (7) or download from the BCA website 

and email to debbie@)gliding.co.uk or post to the BCA office. 


The seminars Me free of eh.uge, delegates pay for own lunch. 


Places art" limited, so please book early 10 avoid disappointment. 


joining inslructions will be sent about two we",ks prior 10 the event. 


To ass ist with catering, please indicate on the booking form if you wish to book lunch. 


Some clubs offer accommodation, if required, please book directly with them. 


Further seminars are planned for earl)' 2000 in Scotland, EJSI/\nglia, N Ireland, plus repeal venues in Ihe 

Midl.lnds and Southern England and if Ihere is an OVer subscription in a parlicular area. 
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Craig Lowrie 

Young 

an old 

mingle 

THE Vintage GC's UK Rally was held in May at historic 

Southdown GG. Although the club, based at Parham, can 

trace its origins to the earliest days of British gliding, it's 

moving ahead with a new cadet flying scheme that's 

attracted 25 members this year. Seen (above left) are 

two of them - Shaun Hitchcock and Chris Simpson 

- admiring a Kite. The rally attracted some fantastic TV 

coverage - you can see a sample atwww.gliding.co.uk 

- which was orchestrated by Julian Hitchcock, above 

right with daughter Alice. She enjoyed flying in the T-21 

for the first time between the showers. Another Parham 

family team (right) is Duncan Stewart and son Alex, just 

about to take a launch in the tiny Huetter 17A that used to 

be VGC Chairman David Shrimpton s and is now owned 

by Southdown s Anorew Jarvis (below). There was more 

than one way to launch the vintage gliders, 

with Parhams resident T-21 on aerotow(far right, top) 

and Daisy, the T-21 from Weston, winching (below). 

You can even "add a little engine"(above left) to a T-31 

to create a Motor Tutor. But you still can't beat the beauty 

(below left) of sun shining through the graceful structure 

of a pure sailplane - this one is Graham Saw's Petrel. 

Craig Lowrie 
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urses March - October 

BE PREPARED 


Assistant Rating syllabus 
· Introductions and si te discussion 

· Type conversion briefings and practice 

· Teaching eNects of controls revision 

• Basic stalling. including isolating symptoms 

· Basic spinning, including symptoms and recovery 

• Further stalling 

• Further spinning 

• Approach con trol 

• Circu its 

• Winch launching/failures 

· Aerotowing 

• Practice for real training and check flights with the coaches 

· A wriHen exam 

Full details at www.gliding.co.uklbgalnlolinslruc/orslforms.hlm 

BGA National 
Coach Mike Fox 
offers tips on 
taking your 
Assistant Rating 
course 

ASSISTANT Rating Instructor courses 
are a very important part of our pilot 
tr<l ining process. They prov ide a basis 

of knowledge for safe and enjoyable flying 
operations. The aim of the cou rse is to give 
su itably qualified Basic Instructors the extra 
ski ll s required to sa fely teach the whole of 
the ab initio syllabus. 

The BGA has been tra in ing instructors in 
one form or another for many years and the 
course has developed over that time both 
because of changing glider technologies and 
in reac tion to acc ident trends. Today, the 
course is run over nine days, and costs <l n 
apprec iable amount to participate. Hopefu ll y 
at the end of it the ca ndidate leaves w ith a 
recommendation for a rating, but not always. 
I hope the advice here wi II help you come 
away with that recommendation. 

Our job as Assistant Rating course coaches 
is to get you - as the candidate - through the 
course as painlessly as possible. We do not 
(contrary to popular belief) play mind games 
on the course, or deliberately put candidates 
down, or show you up. There are NO stupid 
questions on the course. We never try to 
catch you out. We always try to tailor ou r 
training to our candidates' needs, and we 
hope you will lea rn a lot about yourself and 
your flying during the week. 

There are lots of exerci ses and briefings to 
get through on an instructors course. Nine 
days sounds like plenty of time, but we often 
find that there is just one day to sort out any 
difficulties after complet ion of the course 
sy llabus. For that reason, you must be well 
prepared to run through the exercises with 
us. So what happens on a course? 

The week is based around the major 
exercises lhat you will be teaching your 
pupils. It is also structured in a way that is 
conducive to learning. We alw<lYs brief the 
fli ght first , fly, and then de-brief. Often the 
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Land with main wheel and tailwheel together. or tail just before main, if you want to avoid one common mistake exhibited by candidates (Photo Mike Fox) 

timetab le is dictated by weather. A full 
inventory of exercises and your record ca rd 
is ava ilable to download from the BGA at: 
www.gliding.co.ukJbgain(olinstfLIc(()rsliorms.htm 

but I include a prec is here (see box, above). 
The briefings include discussion of how 

to fl y the exercise well and how to teach the 
exercise effectively. All the exercises are as 
described in the BCA Instructors Manual, 
so have a reJd before coming along to the 
course. Additionall y there are some theory 
briefings th at complement the course, such 
as thermal soaring and the flight envelope. 
YOLI may be asked to do the odd simrle 
wea ther briefing JS part of the prepara tion 
for the dJy's flying, but nothing too O[1erous. 

How can I prepare for the course? 
Practise with you r CFI, or all instructor 
he/she has nominated. You can also prilctise 
the exerc ises ilnd genera l handling on your 
own in your or your club's single-seater. 
There are very few higher-performance 
gliders that are unsuitab le for all of the 
demonstrations (familiarise yourself with 
limitations in the flight manual before 
embarking on some of the demos). (One of 
the few gliders that will not perform all the 
exerc ises without modification is the K-21 .) 
Get into the hJbit of structuring the exercise 
properly with a briefing beforehJnd, and 
a "punchline" to hammer the point home 
at the end. 

Spinning is a stumbling block for many. 
UnfortunJtely, although I agree we must 
look ca refull y at spin prevention, your pupils 
must be Jble to recognise and identiiy the 
sensJtions as the glider departs into a spin. 
Confidence is the nJme of the game here. 
We will not be spinning below a height that 
you are comfortable with. You must aim to 
come on th e course with a confident attitude 
to sp inning. Have YOU spun your or your 
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club' s single-sea ter lately? If not - why not? 
Do you want to find out what it feels like at 
an inopportune moment? Practise! Get used 
to it! You will be doing plenty of sp inning 
on the course. 

It goes without say ing that if you want to 
b corne an instructor of any kind, you must 
be able to fly the gl ider accuratel y. We hear 
many excuses for bad practice. You must be 
ab le to adapt to fly different gliders in differ
ent conditions, and have mental capacity to 
spare. So what are the common mistakes? 

Failing to fully hold off landings: You shou ld 
aim to touch down main and tailwheel 
together or tail just before main . Why? 
Beca use it stops the glider taking off again, 
reducing the possibilit y of PIO acc idents, 
and is good airmanship. Remember to keep 
the stick back after landing to reduce the 
possibili ty of scraping single-seater noses 
on the ground! 

low final turns: If you practise low final 
turns as the norm, your student wil l think 
that it 's a safe practice - no matter how 
much you tell them to do as you say, not as 
you do: 300ft is the MINIMUM! Use the 
opportunity if you get low in the circuit to 
show good practice by turning in early. 

Shallowing your approach and bad energy 
management: You will be teaching people 
who will ultimately need the skills to land 
in a field. Your landings must be accurate, 
and st.op within a few metres of where you 
intended. There are plenty of accidents 
caused by bad approach control - into 
airfields and fields. The safest approach is 
conducted with plenty of energy in hand so 
that you have fl ex ibility. In other words 
- nice and steep with plenty of airbrake. Do 
not get too close to ob jec t.s on the ground. 

Over-ruddering final turns: Uncoordin,lted 
fli ght contributes to spin acc idents. For some 
reason, many candidates over-rudder their 
final turns. Unfortunately, this makes a sp in 
en try insidious with almost no wa rning 
buffet and a seemingly sa fe low nose attitude. 

Opening airbrakes around the final turn: 
Sometimes you need to open th airbrakes 
around the final turn to correct for a botched 
ci rcuit - it' s better that than overshooting. If 
it becomes a habit, though, it can certa inly 
rob you of much needed-energy in a critical 
phase of flight. 

Failing to generally coordinate turns 
- inaccurate airbrake/elevator coordination. 
At this stage in your flying ca reer, accurate 
genera l flying should be pretty au tomatic. 
This gives yOLi the mental capac ity to deal 
w ith another person in the cockpit. and 
handle lesson planning, etc. AccurJte 
general fl ying is partial insurance against 
various acc ident categori es. 

No one is infallible, and you must remai n 
self riti ca l to stay on top of your fl ying. 
I'm ce rtain you ca n remember th e instructors 
that taught you eifectively, and the ones that 
did not. Good-quality instruction results in 
the satisfaction of seeing a student progress. 

Embarking on your Assistant Rating is not 
a choice to be made lightl y. With the rating 
comes responsibility. Get advice from your 
CFI, but ultimately the decision is yours as to 
whether you are ready or not. 

Finally - if you iollow this advice and give 
yourself plenty of time to prepare before 
your course, you should hJve a great week. 
Indulge in a week of pure gliding, idea lly 
get to know how Jnother club operates, 
become a better pilot and lea rn a lot 
about yourself Jnd your fl ying. 
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.heIll aviationIinsurance 
services ltd 

www.hillaviation.com 


Keep a good look out 


'8' 01765 690777 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 

Sailplane & Gliding 30 

http:www.hillaviation.com


1,200km in Scottish wave 
the north coast. Studying westerly wave mountains. I'd mentally adjusted to it being John Williams reports on the 
patterns suggested that Cape Wrath was a long day - maybe I'd need to stop and I'ongest flight ever flown in the usually too cloudy to be a good turnpoint climb high to cross difficult clouded-over 

United Kingdom - all in wave and John O'Groats too far from upwinci hills areas - although the forecast had also hinted 
within the borders of Scotland - so the village of Tongue with its prominent at a weak front approaching later in the day, 

causeway part way between the two fitted so maybe speed would matter too. 

F
OR A few years now we've been the bill well. At Pitlochry it was ev ident that just to the 
exp lori ng the potential of Scottish wave When it turned out to be possible to reach west of track it was almost eight octas 
to go further and faster than before. it last November (We are all still pioneers, while to the east it was blue. The workable 

After Richard and Neville A lleoil t extended February-March 2007, p26) we sensed the energy line was right up the edge of the 
the last leg of a " Portmoak possibility of a double out-and-return on the Class F advisory route between Glasgow and 
milk-run" 500k fli ght to finish at Rufforth for right day when daylight hours were longer. Inverness, so I did what the AlP recommends 
750km in their DG-SOO in 1997 there have Co lin Hamilton proposed new waypoints at and informed Scottish of my presence in the 
been more recent wave 750s Uack Steven, Achnabourin (ACN - east and a fraction area. Having a transponder helped. What 
Roy Wilson, Kevin Hook anci myself). north of Tongue, now the most north erly didn't help was my asking if I should stay 
A little bit of competitive sp irit, great gliders, on the UK li st) and Glenfarg (GFG - just on ATC frequency and getting an "a ffirm" 
better weather information (especially north of Portmoak) deliberately designed as a reply. TIlere ended almost ali the useful 
satpics) and airspace that's getting more so that GFG - TOG - Loch Venachar (LVE) sharing of soaring info between gliders for 
difficult but still usable have given us - ANB - GFG came out at 1,003km. nearly the whole day - a mistake I don 't 
a priceless opportunity to cio things that During the first few days of April this intend to repea t. 
have never been done before. Is there any year we watched as a big lozenge-shaped As I approached Feshiebridge I could 
other sport where old f*··s in their fifties anticyclone built over central England, begin to see stacked upper system lent iculars 
can open up new records? leav ing a freshening westerl y over Scotland in the distan ce - a long way off but enough 

Trying to fit big tasks into Scotland has on Easter Sunday. With the newly-created to create hope that conditions near Tongue 
driven us to exp lore new territory. The far waypoi nts and that task so recently thought might be good if I could get across the Great 
west of IVlu11 at BunessJn did that for 750km out there could only be one declarati on Glen. A ~vell-de fined gap just south of 
tasks in northerly wave, but the country just to make. Inverness provided 10,000ft; and by Lairg 
isn't wide enough to fit in the legs of more A self-launch at 07.15hrs led straight into th ere was a smile on my face from being 
than 250km that are needed for a four-leg weak wave near GFG. Not a cla ss ic sky, gently sucked up into the first layers of 
1 ,000km. The only op tion was to use the full but enough wisps and gaps to encourage that upper system. The lenticulars arched 
length of the country and go all the way to a start at 07.29 and to tiptoe towards the themselves along the contours of Loch Shin > 
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A NICE WAY TO SPEND EASTER SUNDAY 


That wave gave rise to a good many other notable flights: Bruce Cooper (649km declared from Aboyne): Kevin 

Hook (visiting west and north coasts in a 934km OLC flight); Roy Wilson (678km after abandoning a declared 

1,0OOkm prevented only by his 1st TP being unreachably far to the clag-covered south-west) , Charlie Jordan's first 

300 at 98kmlh in a D,scus; Mike Carruthers ' 436km in the SGA ASH; Robert Tait's 34Skm in a Twin Acro (now 

dubbed ASHcro l); Stuart Naylor's 30Skm in a Duo, and Gordon Hunter 's and John Dunnington's Gold heights. 
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Main picture on previous page: John Dransfield, who is 

a member of Deeside GC, says: "I was able to climb 

from my release height of 2,600ft to 19,000ft over 

Aboyne before transiting to the north-west to where 

I took the photo: there were links bet'/veen the low and 

high wave. It was a nice way to spend Easter Sunday I" 

Clockwise from right: the day as seen by Stuart Naylor 

on his 30Skm flight in a Duo Discus: Eight octas to the 

west with an upper system visible in the distance; 

thin veil of an upper system; wave stretching out over 

the Moray Firth; and set up for a fast run home 

Jnd led steildil y beyond Tongue - justifying 
il n overshoot of the TP by some 1 5km to get 
in sec tor without leaving th e lift. 

A panorama of the wild coastline and 
wonderfull y turbulent seascape off I n Jptl y 
named Cape Wrath from 12,000ft was the 
bonus. Not the quickest first leg at 97km/h 
- but it was still only fi ve past ten. 

Thoughts now turned to the problem of 
getting to Loch Venachar, some 25 0km to 
the south . That would demand pushing to the 
south-west, but in that direc ti on lay ever
increasing cloud cover. Thin veils of upper 
system moisture helped the dec ision-making 
by revea ling a line that look me up to 
15,000ft over th e Cromil rty Firth, high 
enough to cross an <lmorphous bilnk of 
medi um cloud which WJS obscuring Loch 
Ness Jnd eventuall y (after los ing 5,OOOft) 
reJch the next visible gaps near Dalwhinnie, 
where the lost height was restored. 

With very few vi sible ga ps it was time to 
throttle back, preserve height and make 
ground upwind. A ralllped ilrea of cloud 
north of Crianlari ch helped me stay in th e 
cl ear long enough to dive downw ind, clip 
the Loch VenachJr sector and get back to a 
promising energy line at Loch Tal' at 7,800ft. 
That WilS th e first 500km done in J little over 
four hours. No shortilge of day light then, but 
where was that forecast frontal fea ture! 

I had a steildy run north to Inverness with 
ATC apparentl y now getting used to my 
meanderings up the advisory route and 
I becJme al most immune to the regular RIT 
ac ti vity. I di d take heed, though, when a 
power pil ot ca lled to inform ATC that the 
turbulence and mountain Wilve influence 
seemed stro nger th an forecast. I couldn 't 
resi st repl ying that I was at thil t moment 
climbing above the Bl ack Isle at more than 
1,100 feet per minute. That climb was rea ll y 
well-placed ilnd worth reaching 16,000ft in, 
as the view ahead looked most uncerta in . 

For the next 100km or so it seemed like 
progress rea ll y slowed. Energy lines becJme 
much less distinct, headwind increased and 
cloud seemed to be forming in front of me 
faster than I could penetrJte even with 95kts 
on the ASI. Yet ilga in, I yielded to the curse 
of "upwinditi s" and almost turned Tongue 
aga in before turning downwind through 
heavy sink to cut the Achnabourin secto r, 
where mercifull y there was still a gap to 
show an ex it route to the south . I'd just made 
it ahead of that little insignifi cant line on the 
forecast chart - in reality a nasty Illass of 
building cl oud cover - I think that even half 

Sailplane & Gliding 



33 

an hour later the task might have been 
impossible: 750kms done in just over six 
hours and il good-looking sky on track. 
Maybe my luck rea ll y was in . Beyond 
(a nd out over) the Moray Firth there were 
beautifully developed upper-system 
lenticul,HS - Easterton dnd Aboyne pilots 
should be reve lling in those. Head ing for the 
Sdllle Black Isle hotspot I'd used going north 
I found Skts to 'I 7,500ft. Then Bruce Cooper 
came on frequency to tell ATC th at he was 
crossing the advisory and I was bemused to 
he, r th em Wilrn him of another glider at 
FL 170 neil r Invern ess - it is really weird to 
be talked about in th e third person and not 
feel at liberty to pass on useful gliding info 
direct - oh, to be back on a real gliding 
frequency With a tailwind component and 
plenty of height it took me onl y 32 minutes 
to get from Inverness to Perth, a distance 
of some 130km. At least the speed cameras 
on the A9 don't point upwards .. . 

After 7hrs 36m the declared task was 
done, and that las t blast had brought the 
overal l average speed up to 1 2km/h. It was 
still just after 3plll local time and Bishop Hill 
was working - should I land? 

I tri ed to remember how much furth er 

south I'd have to go to ex tend Russell 
Cheetham's UK three-turnpoint distance 
record - was it about 20km ? If so, Edinburgh 
airspace was in the way. Still I would regret 
it forever if I didn 't give it a go - there aren't 
many times in life when an opportunity like 
this one presents itse lf. So I climbed on the 
ridge - found a bit of weak wave and turned 
downwind towards the Firth of Forth - the 
wide part - but clea r of the TMA. Even if 

'Not the very best wave day, 

I think, but outstanding 


for me because I got lucky 

when I needed it' 


I had to land out near th e south coast of the 
estu ary th at ought to be enough to claim the 
distance record. Then a pleasant surprise: 
there was usable wave out over the sea from 
4,500ft - no exc uses for turning back then. 
Berwickshire had faint lines of lift anclllluch 
cloud - so how iar should I continue? 
Confl icting voices swapped places every 
minute in a tired and ad renaline-eloped 
brai n. Keep going - you could maybe reach 
Sutton Bank for 1 ,250km. Stop right now 

- you only need to nick one tiny piece of 
airspace and you' ll blow the who le fli ght 
- haven 't you clone enough - and isn't 
your North of Engldnd hdlf-mill map still 
in the Cdr? 

In the end I compromised, calculating thdt 
Jedburgh should be just th rough the 
1,100km mark. I still had a chance of 
soaring home and that would ledve the 
whole flight w ithin Scotldnd. Somehow thdt 
seemed like the right thing to do. 

The return home needed work to find 
energy lines - all seemed to be weakening 
and wanting to cut straight through the TMA 
- but with some reli ef I re-crossed the Forth 
and punched through strong turbulence to 
Idnd back dt PortmOdk after some ten dnd a 
hdlf hours in the air and more than I ,200km 
of soari ng fl ight. 

It was a Hell of a day. Not the very best 
wave day, I think, but outstanding for me 
because I got lucky when I needed it and 
never had to wait for lift until I desperately 
needed it. I've never been ab le to say that 
about a long flight before - maybe someday 
it ca n happen aga in when I have mme 
lll ilpS, a toothbrush <:I nd a cross-border \. , 
visa with me. ~ 
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a d in 1 
OUR THANKS for the use of these photographs go to pilots who spent part of the last European win 

• Three Nimbus 40Ms - Klaus Ohlmann and Reiko Morinaka meet Jean-Marie Clement above Nal 

150km away. Jean-Marie Clement (al Bariloche, Patagonia) and Klaus Ohlmann (a t Zapala) run /1 

• Paul Mazars, flying from Bariloche, took this shot of glider with dramatic backdrop of the cap clouCo 

• Another impressive photo from Jean- Yves Clement- sunrise on rotors at Bariloche. Getting reacJj 

• Yes, Peter Kingwell's instrument panel really is showing 150kmlh at4,OOOm (that's 81 kt at more t,. 

• How's this for a final approach ? The arrows on the runway are in tended to ensure you don't land v 

the airfield at Vitacura this year on the RAFGSA expedition to Chile (p 10). As you can see from hi.! 

• Another Paul Mazars photo of Lanin, which is 3, 176m (12,389ft) high. It must be one of the world' 

• Andrej Kolar took this shot on turning finals for runway 30 at Nahuel Huapi Aero Club, Barilache. ~ 

• At6,962m (22,842ft), Mt Aconcagua in Argentina is the highest place in the world outside Asia, 

• We end with a classic lenticular, courtesy of Fabrice Perocheau: the best climb was above the ai 
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he Andes 

1 winter exploring South America 's mountains. Clockwise from above: 

Nahuel Huapi lake. The distinctive cone of Lanin volcano is visible 

un (lxpedi/ions to introduce pilots to the Andes (Jean- Yves Clement) 

loud overArgentina S sunlit Lanin. Thats an active volcano, by the way 

,adl before dawn for record attempts is par for the course in the Andes 

're tnan 13,OOOft AMSL) and, no, he isn't above the summits yet, either 

ndon the road by mistake, says Peter Kingwell, who took this picture of 

n his next photograph, the oplions are striclly limited if you gel it wrong 

lr/d's most photogenic mountains: a perfect cone. Look at that shadow' 

1. 'lTlestly, it seems as if its not roads, rivers and cities, then it 's lakes .. . 

I, nftlrly twice as high as Lanin. Peter Kingwell took this from Chile 

'ait 'd, below in the background on the shore of Nahuel Huapi lake 
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Nav·gating the unknown 

The massive contribution to air sports made by the former BGA 
Chairman, David Roberts, has been recognised by two major awards. 
Helen Evans interviews the man behind the medals 

E
XPLORING new terrain. That's what 
David Roberts loves to do on the 
rare occasions that he can escape 

into the cockpit of his glider. Whether he's 
soaring the Welsh mountains from his 
Cotswold base, taking a gliding holiday 
in Scandinavia, Australia or Africa, or 
ridge-runnin' his Duo in the French Alps, 
reli shing the challenge has always been, 
for him, centra I to the sport. 

"I just like," he says with unmistakable 
sincerity, "the adventure of new terrain ... 
having another environment to explore." . 

This pioneering spirit has been of 
incalculable value to British gliding. 
For David chose to take on the leadership 
of the BGA when it faced financial danger 
swiftly followed by regulatory instability 
- uncharted territory, indeed. 

It is for his talented, dedicated service in 
such tough times that the Association this 
May awarded him its highest honour, a BGA 
Gold medal. His sterling work in the wider 
aviation field hasn 't gone unrecognised 
either. Just four days later, The Air Lague 
presented him with its Jeffrey Quill Meda l 
for encoul'aging airrnindedness in the young. 
It seems a iitting JWdrd for a pilot whose 
interest in aviation was first kindled as a 
10-yeM-old, soaring balsa model gliders off 
the sand dunes nea r his Southport home. 
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When David stepped into the volunteer 
role of BGA Chairman in 2000, two unrelated 
problems were outstanding: 0 libel action 
against the Association, and a large unfunded 
pension liability. These major practical 
concerns were challenge number one and, 
as 0 Chartered AccountJnt ond Finance 
Director with wide-ranging business 
experience, David had the bJckground 
and skills to resolve them effectivelv. 

B yond that, the incoming chJir~an had 
already tJrgeted another tangle of issues: the 
increasing competition for glider pilots' time 
that had eroded club membership numbers, 
and the parallel requirement for the BGA 
itself, alongs ide its clubs, to become even 
more responsive to its own members' needs. 

David brought his strategic vision to the 
tJsk of change mJnagement, introducing 
a whole range of initiatives that included 
the launch of the popular Jnd successful 
annual conference for BGA club chairmen; 
the redefining of the staff leil dership role 
and the Jppointment in 2004 of the BGA's 
first Chief ExecUlive; and the establishment 
of two new sub-committ 'cs, with revised 
Terms of Reference for the rest. 

Thi s imperalive for UK gliding as a whole 
to adapt to the new leisure environment WilS 
challenge number t\Vo anel in the ear ly dJys 
David was spending 20-25 hours a week of 

his own time on it ... on top of his doy job. 
But what nobody had predicted was 

challenge number three: the ilrrival, two 
years into his six-year term as chairman, 
of a new aviation safety agency - EASA 
- covering the whole of the EU and, 
JS an unintended by-product, threatening 
freedoms that most of us hild assumed 
would be ours for ever, and that perhaps 
some of us, even now, still do. 

As the scale of this huge third chall enge 
became clea rer, I suspect that in David's 
shoes I might have looked bJck at the first 
two with nostalgic affection. EASA alter d 
the regul atory landscape irrevocably and 
overnight. A speedy in-flight reassessment of 
priorities was a must and David tack led the 
re-task with the "touch of bloody-minded 
determination" that he identifies as one 
of his strengths. Although he gave up the 
BGA chairmanship in 2006 after serving 
a full term, he's stayed on as the volunteer 
chairman of another new SCA working 
group - the Regulatory one - Jlongside 
other high-profile aviJtion commitments 
in the UK and Europe. He's still spending 
four Lo five working days a month on it. 

So why, I ask when I interview him - In 
hour before he spends yet another evening 
in yet another BGA meeting - did he get 
involved in all this regulatory activity? 

"I have asked myself that question," he 
acknowledges, J touch ruefully. "The Jnswer 
is becJuse someone had to do it." He pauses 
to consider, then repeats: "Because someone 
had to do it. Because here was J mJjor 
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Above: David and his very supportive wife, Gilly, after 

the presentation (below) of The Air League's prestigious 

Jeffrey Quill Medal by His Royal Highness The Prince 

Philip. Duke of Edinburgh. at a ceremony in May 2007 

cha llenge appearing on the hori zon that was 
completely sprung upon us. It didn 't take 
long to realise the risks if we didn't get 
involved. We just had to. It wasn't a choice. 
And I'm quite a hands-on kind of person. 
I like taking a problem and getting to the 
bottom of analysing the issues and building 
a team to deal with it. It wasn't something 
I felt could be e<lsi ly delegated in the first 
round ... You're also talking about resources 
- not only money, but finding people with 
the knowledge and the time to commit to it. 

" I have been brought up with a work 
ethic, too," he says, " not to the point of 
total distraction, but if you are going to do 
something, try to do it well , try always to 
have the ability to be self-criticzil, stand back 
and change direction if you need to - find 
a way it's going to work. 

"After that," he adds, "it became ,1 bit of 
an intellectual chal lenge, working out vvhat's 
going on. I love winning the arguments." 

Lucky for us that he does. He quotes the 
example of d 114-page piece of drait 
European regu lat ion he'd been researching 
last November that, if passed into law and 
interpreted logica ll y, wou ld have meant 
nobody new cou ld have become a pilot 
- because you would have had to be a pilot 
before you could undergo training! 
"Had that gone through as drafted, we 
would have heen stuffed," he comments. 
As it was, a word in a contact's ear and 
the insertion of the phrase "unless under 
training" got round the prob lem. 

The story illustrates a defining characteristic 
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David's record of service 

- Treasurer, Colswold GC, trom 197 1 for many years 

- Chairman, Cotswold GC, 1980-82 


- Acquisition 01 ASlon Down airtield. 1981--82 


- Board member. Aslon Down Farms Ud.1981 - 1999 


- Member 01 BGA Competitions committee, 1985-1990 


- Secureo £10.000 British Team sponsorship, 1987 


- Invited 10 join BGA Execulive Committee. July 1998 


- Elec1ed BGA Vice-Chairman March, 1999 


- Chaireo Project 2000 Group (markeling & membership) 


- Elected BGA Chairman, March 2000 


- Direc!or 01 lour Nationals at As10n Down, 2000-2006 


- Elected Firs! Vice-Presiden1. European Gliding Union. 2002 


- Chaireo NPLG l1d (NPPL licensing) lrom inception in 2002 


- Elected Board memberfTreasurer. Europe Air Sports. 2003 


- Electeo Vice-Chairman , Royal Aero Club, 2006 


- Stood down as BGA Chairman aher serving full term. 2006 


- Appoinled Chairman. BGA Regulatory Group. 2006 


- Awarded BGA Gold Medal and Jeffrey Quill Medal, 2007 


David 's first taste of mountain flying was in 1984 when 

he flew the European Open Class at Vinon. "Daunting, ,. 

he comments - but he's since done 325hrs in the Alps, 

out of 2,500hrs total. He soloed at Bickmarsh (Bidford) 

in 1970, held an instructor rating for 15 years, and has 

done 107,171 km cross-country with 99 landouts and 

107 flights of more than 300km. His longest is 601km 

(Aston Down-Leicester North-Sutton Bank and return) 

flown in May 2004. He did his Gold in a K-6E, has all 

three Diamonds and has flown gliders in ten countries. 

He has shares in an ASW 20BL, Duo Discus and Falke 

- perhaps the single most important one 
of David 's contribution: he brings together 
strategic vision (what his former co ll eagues 
at Shell would call a "hel icopter view" ) with 
a voracious appetite for detail. I suggest to 
him that finding a person with one or other 
quality is not that unusual but that someone 
who combines the two is a rarity. He agrees. 
"As an accountant," he says, " I'm quite 
happy to work with th e minutiile and detail 
but I also have the ability most oi the time 
to see the big picture - and that's cruc ial." 

Indeed it is. Ask people who know him 
well , and they cite this - plus his credibility 
wi th key players in the UK and Europe - as 
being at the heart of what he does for us. 

Determination, hard work, prilgmatism, 
contacts, credibility, strategic vision, a grasp 
of deta i I, a sense of obi igation to serve: 
David certainly needs all these attributes 
in what he's doing. By its very nature it's <I 
thankless task: if it all works out, the people 
who bcnefit won't know much about it; if it 
fJils, they'll be only too aware of it... And 
success, as we <I II know, is not guaranteed. 
So how, I ask, are we doi ng at the moment? 

"We actua ll y have put the SGA - th ere's 
no doubt about it - in a position where 
we are well respected as an organisation," 
David replies. "That's been built up over 
illany yea rs and is probably one of the most 
cr iti cJ I things - the value of the brand of the 
SGA in the regu latory field. It 's all about 
personal rel at ionsh ips and building up trust, 
doing what you say you're going to do. 

"As for the groundwork in shaping the 

Above: David and Gilly with the BGA Chairman, Patrick 

Naegeli, and Executive members after the Gold Medal 

presentation engineered to be a surprise for Da vid (top) 

Below: with Europe Air Sports allies during AERO 2005 

debate by explaining the SGA point of view 
- I would say we have done three-quarters 
of that. We're also trying to influence how 
some ex isting regulation is implemented 
so that we have J more favourable situation 
with airworth iness or maintenance. For the 
future, the big unknown is pilot licensing. 

"However, the ab ilitv to control th e final 
outcome in any of this' is never certain given 
the various parties involvcd - politiCians, 
the Council of Ministers, EASA themselves, 
National Aviat ion Authorities. To try to keep 
all these influences and relationships going 
in tandem is virtuall y impossi ble. YOLI are 
always going to get surprises." 

That illight deter a lesser man. But as we 
talk what also becomes apparent is the other 
great driving force behind his extraordinary 
capJcity for the work: David's genuine 
love of gliding. "The freedom, exh ilaration, 
challenge, view of the world, camaraderi e ..." 
he says, "g liding's simply the best sport there 
is." How, then, does he feel about receiving 
the SGA's top award for his serv ices to it? 

" I'm very pl eased," he says. " It's nice to 
be recognised for the work you have put in. 
I just hope all the work that I'm still doing 
IJroduces the right result. If not, I shall be 
getting eggs and tomaloes instead of medals!" 

Whatever th e outcome of the latest EASA 
negotiations, that doesn 't seem likely. Forget 
the future for a moment - the work David 
did when he was BGA Chairman in itself 
justifi es the epitaph he'd like: "He ensured 
the continuity of a wonderful sport , 
from which he got great enjoyment." 
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Tim Wilkinson of Sackville Farm 
explains why the club bought 
the UK's first Grob turbo tug 
- and why he thinks it's the way 
forward for other clubs, too 

L
OOKING at gliding memberships in 
other clubs and in ours, we all have the 
same problems, and ilt Silckvdle Farm 

we recently came to a decision point after 
we managed to sell our expensive-to-main
tilin-and-run Super Cub tu g. 

Membership was stagnant on the gliding 
side of our operation; however, the number 
of microlight people on the airfield is 
drailldti ca lly increasing. It is not down to the 
cost, because people are buying Illicrolights 
for Illore than £2U,UOO and pay ing £1 ,OUO 
a yea r for hJngilrage ilnd another £1 ,000 
for insurance. It eems they don't have a lot 
of time and need instant access to fly. 

I needed to make better use of our airfield. 
With the new NPPL syllobus it is getting 
easier for this new recrea tional licence to 
ollow people to gain skills in all the different 
fl ying disciplines: SEP (s ingle-engine piston); 
microlights; SLMG (self-launching motor
gl iders); ba Iloons; gyrocopters... 

So th e requirements I listed for our new 
replacem nt aircraft were: low maintenance, 
modern economical engine, and versatility. 
We wanted to be able to use it for training, 
NPPL, SLMG, cross-country and field land
ings, as well as for touring, tugging and 
gliding. Quite a til ll order. Looking at all 
the availabl e SLMG tugs, we dec ided that 
th e Grab I 09 turbo tug was by far the 
best qualified and ti cked all the boxes. 

Ra i ner Korff, from Germa ny, developed 
this new tug from the well-known Grob 109 
anci has managed to fit <1 large powerful 
engine into this very rugged airframe. 
He has converted 27 so far. 

Engine conversion 
This engine is the Limbach DT 2400DTI. 
It has four 2.4-litre turbo-charged, water
cooled heads, electronic ignition and dual 
ECU. The two spark plugs are on the top of 
the cylinder head close together for easy 
access . And there's a constant-speed prop 
(MTV-1-A/L 170-05) Jdjustilble on il round 
dial in th e cockpit. The engine is downrated 
from 170 horsepower so it is not anywherl' 
near exploiting its full potential. 

I found out from Tim Dews, the Grob 
spec ialist, that the demonstrator was coming 

to the UK from Germany in May 2007. 
Dieter Steffen, their demonstrator/pil ot, first 
called at Parham then arranged to ca ll at 
Sackville. vVhen he arrived, we immed iately 
put our two-seater with two heavy pil ots on 
line and asked if he could tow our glider. 
To all of our surprise, with a heavy glider, 
soft ground and a nose skid to overcome 
it just milcle no fuss at all and aerotowed it. 
Acceleration was good. The combination 
was airborne very quickly and a lot more 
quietly than with our normal tug. 

I immediately realised we had a seri ous 
machine. Soon after we got it, a Duo Discus 
and a K-21 lilnded out here, giving us 
another opportunity to tes t the new tug. 
The Duo with two pilots on board hes itated 
slightl y at all ou t because of the soft ground, 
then after that made a remarkable climb 
back to Dunstable. When the tug came back 
we hooked on th e K-21 - it just laughed at 
it. Simple. AI the other end of the sca le, here 
at Sackville we have a number of wood-and
fabric glider, and the Grob is ideally suited 
to slow tows with no hint of overheil ting. 

Towing 
On lining up to ta ke up slilck, we found thai 
the rear-view mirror was slightly restricted: 
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BGA Senior Regional Examiner (motor gliding) Andy 

Miller adds: 'This is certainly an exciting develop

ment at Sackville Farm. The steadily increasing use 

of motorglider tugs in the past couple of years has 

obvious economic attractions but has not thrown up 

any fresh problems - yet. 

• Airfields themselves are an issue. Trees at the 

end of the runway, or soggy ground demands bit 

fat tyres, can require tugs with plenty of "grunt': 

• Motorglicier tugs are certainly light and effective, 

but not necessarily simple alrcraff. My biggest 

worl}' of al/ is the period just off tow. Complicalions • 
such as cowl flaps and airbrakes add to specific 

engine management requirements at a time when 

lookout is at its most important: if the tug pilot has 

done her job properly and taken the glider to liff. 

that is where other gliders will be. 

• The BGA has advice available in the power 
section of the website - www.gliding.co.uk - with 

both towing and motorglider handbooks available 

http:www.gliding.co.uk


Roger Davies, manager of the RAFGSA Centre at RAF Halton, 
reports on the turbulent day his team tried flying and aerotowing 
the turbo Grob, to compare it with their usual tug - the Pawnee 

T
wo UPRATED Grob 109B motorglider 
tug aircraft - one from Sackville Fa rm, 
and the German demonstrator - came 

to us at RAF Halton on Tuesday, June 19. 
The purpose for their visit was so that the 
RAFGSA Chiltern s Gliding Centre could 
compare these motorgliders ag<linst the 
Centre's Pawnee tug aircraft during our 
weekday military tas ing of Jo int Servi ce 
Adventurous Training ()SAT). 

The standard format for the JSAT is three 
K-21 gliders being serviced by just one 
Pawnee tug aircraft , rated at 250 horse 
power, so our initial concern was whether 
we would need two Grabs to periorm thi s 
task - as we used to have to do at RAF 
Bicester w ith two Supermunb - or wh ether 
just one uprated Grob could do the job. 

On tow 
The first fli ght of the d<Jy was a site check 
and demonstrati on climb out and return 
around our airfi eld w ith the FI and the 
German representative in D-BA without 
a glider in tow. Halton is surrounded by 
concerned loca ls and lots of loca l airspace 
for London Luton and Heathrow ai rport s. 
This was fo llowed by his il ying the Grab 
while towing the CFI so lo in an K-21 , then 
by a second tow fl own by two RAFGSA staff 
instructors in an K-21 at max all-up weight, 
and then by two further tows with an 
instructor il nd student each - a normal 
JSAT-type tow profil e. 

The conditions on th e day itself were as 
challenging as RAF Halton gets, w ith our 
beautiful Chiltern s ridge to our east 
producing all the turbulence it could muster 
on runway 08 and a w ind estimated at 
11011 a gusting 15 knots on the ground. 
Onl y a short time after towing w ith the Grob 
the winds picked up a little more and the 

Pawnee and tow ing had to b stopped on 
safety grounds beca use of th e turbulence 
in the lee of the ridge. 

A lthough the ground rol l began w ith a 
slower accelerati on, because the Grob was 
airborn e at about the same speed as the 
glider, the combinati on was airborn e at the 
same point on th e airfield as th e Pawnee 
achieved with its faster accelerati on but 
higher take-off speed. The climb ra te was 
a little lower with the Grob compared to 
our Pawnees; the Grab was about I 00-1 50ft 
short of height at the same location over 
a 1 ,500ft tow. After towing we were told 
that, although the Grab did its ground roll at 
fu ll power, 170 horsepower, it was thrott led 
back to its nominal max of 130 horsepower 
fo r the remainder of the tow. Ou r Pawnees 
are left at full power (250 horsepovver) until 
th e rel ease frorn tow. 

Comparisons 
\;Ve would like to do a li ttl e more fl ying to 
be sure of our initial thinking but on first 
examination of four tows and three non
towing sorties we believe the turnaround 
rate for the Grob would be very similar for 
a 1 ,500ft tow as it is for our Pawnees. 
The Pawnee usuall y consumes between 
50-5.5 litres of avgas per hour. We have been 
told that a figure of around 25 litres an hour 
for th e Grob towing would be L1 sed - thi s of 
course would have to be investi ga ted during 
pro longed towing. Our Pawnees do around 
250 hours a year each, so at £1 per litre thi s 
is £27,500 in fuel alone. If the hours flown 
with the Grobs are the same Jnd the quoted 
fuel usage stands up, this would become 
£12,500 - or a saving of £15,000 in fuel 
alone. This sav ing could be further increased 
if tax on avgas is increased (Government 
announcement due in th e autumn) as th e 

uprated Grob engine is already cl eared for 
mogas and mogas w ith ethanol. Mogas is 
currentl y 95p per litre (inc VAT) and should 
VAT be reclairned then this could reduce 
the cost to as little as £10,62.5. 

Touring mode 
We have th ree CAA SLMG FI at Halto n and 
another two in the pipeline so as well as 
aerotowing w ith it we operated the Grob in 
its SLMGfTM G mode. The aircraft handled 
just as our conventional Grobs do but w ith 
a great dea l more power available and we 
believe more safety w ith the twin ignition 
systems and stand-a lone back-up system. 
A small drawback was the very long time 
ior the electri ca l fea thering system on the 
propeller to work in both directions. Thi s 
therefore required a higher abandoning of 
soaring flight; this is in common w ith 
the Rot"JX Fa lke w ith th e sarne or simil ar 
electri ca l variab le-pitch propeller. 

Noise 
The issue of aircraft noise was not assessed 
on thi s occas ion, bu t would of course be a 
factor as RAF Halton is in a noise-sensitive 
area. 

Conclusions 
When can we have one? Running cos ts 
appea r lower and we would require fewer 
aircraft to do the same tasking yet retain the 
ability for conventional SLMGfTMG with 
the addition of cheaper airfield retri eves \ . 
fm gliders . ~ 
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THE RACING YEAR: OVERSEAS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Ten years of the Overseas 

Steve Olender (right) looks 
back at a decade of the 
Overseas Nationals and 
reports on this year's contest 

J
UST BEFORE Christmas last year, we 
were spending" very pleasant evening 
with Paul and Polly Whitehead in North 

Yorkshire when the telephone went Jnd 
Polly, <lfter talking on the phone for some 
time, hJnded it to me sJying "it's for you". A 
little puzzled, I took the handset and was 
(pleasantly) surprised to hear thJt the person 
on the other end of the line was in fact, 
S&C's editor (or "Madam Editor" <1S Platypus 
would say). After a long chat about old times 
I handed back the phone to Polly and 
somewhat perplexed - I said to her: 
" 1 think I have just offered to do a write-up 
for the OverseilS next year". 

Apilrt fronl a day-by day-account of the 
iI ights, which I cover later, what could I say 
about the Overseas that had not already 
been said? 

Well , there were a few things that came to 
mind in the time before the competition and 
also a few during. I have flown the Overseas 
many times, not all of them like I think Phil 
Jeffery has, but I've missed very few. 

My first Overseas was in Issoudun in 
France in 1<)92 but we were unfortunate 
with the weather (more about that later) 
only having three days flying. The practice 
dilYs were flown at Brian Spreckley's 
European SOilring Club site at Le Blilnc and 
to perpetu<lte the myth, the weather before 
the competition was reilily good ilnd the dily 
before the camp started I seem to remember 
that someone did a SOOkm. (I'm happy to be 
corrected on any of my comments based on 
"memory" - now where was I?). One of the 
lasting memories of that competition was the 
sight of two ASW 24s pair-fl ying beautifull y 
in the hands of Alister Kay and Dave Watt. 

The weather did not put "us" off too much 
and for the following couple of years we 
went to the Central Gliding School at Leszno 

in Poland whose faciliti es were superb. The 
airfield control tower could have corne 
straight out of a Flash Gordon fi 1m set. The 
weather was good the first y ar, someone 
being reported to have done 1 ,000km the 
week before the camp. However, the second 
year it was not as good but we still got a 
competition. The problems of crewing in a 
foreign country were helped considerably by 
volunteer local English-speaking pilots and 
enthusiasts offering their help to go out on 
retrieves. Thermals regularly up to 8,000ft 
gave many of us our first taste of how good 
the gliding was in mainland Europe and left 
us wanting more. The long final glides were 
a pl easure, especially when you have been 
used to having to top up in power stations, 
stubble fires or any little bubble to get home. 

In 1997 the Overseas Nationals was at Le 
Blanc in FrzlIlce run by Brian Spreckley and 
I could only make a social visit on the last 
weekend as by coincidence, I was working 
in South-Western France at the time. I still 
had tillle though to retrieve a glider from a 
distant field. This was the comp of "drop a 
day" fame, where you could drop your worst 
day's results from the final scoring! 

The first Overseas Nationals in Spain was 

in 1998, organised by Brian Spreckley and 
the European Soaring Club at what has 
become the Overseas ' "home", the Senasa 
Airfield at Ocana, just south of Madrid. The 
facilities are excellent and the task area at 
that time of year offers generally good soar
ing conditions, varying from good blue days 
through to cumulus days with convergences 
and even wave. There have been many 
speed tasks and area tasks set of over 400km 
and 300km flights have been very common. 

Of course the tri ck is to hit the weather 
right during the competition. The dates were 
moved forward after a couple of years to 
avoid the risk of coinciding with the end of 
the spring thunderstorm period. Conditions 
later in the summer tend to go blue although 
this becomes more of a tactical issue in a 
competition with the inevitable gaggling. 

A typical blue day can go to S-8,000ft agl 
and a day with cumulus to 5-1 O,OOOft agl. 
Traditionally the Overseas has had one class 
which meant that gaggles form on blue days 
but they do help the majority get round the 
task. The cumulus days enable pilots to take 
the initiative and exploit convergences in 
both the hills and on the plain. The first 
experience of 1 O,OOOft cloudbases and the 
associated long, long final glides will have 
I'm sure, left a mark on most pilots who are 
used to UK conditions, giving them that 
knowing smile when explaining how good 
the conditions can be to those considering 
flying there for the first time. The record of 
the Overseas in Spain speaks for itself with 
an average of more than eight competition 
days and other flyable but not taskable ch.ls 
thrown in for good measure. If you take th 
best eight out of ten years, the average rise 
to nine days. Oh! Statisti cs! Still, it must be 
the best in Europe at this time of year. Last 
year was the best of all with 11 full racing 
days and the 12th day was soarable later on 
but got going just too late to sct a task. 

This year was the I oth Overseas Nationals 
run by Brian and his team and in many ways 
one of the best. Many of the regular helpers 
returned this year (including tug pilots) but 
this year the comp went hi-tech thanks to 
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Fantastic visibilily on Day 11 in 2006 (Steve Olender) 
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Right: Only five finishers on Day 1 of Ihe Overseas in 

2007. The conIes I managed six days in lolal (oul of 12 

possible) - fine by British standards bul unusual for 

this particular competition (photo: Steve Olender) 

Shaun Lapworth (a lso fl ying his Discus 2T) 
and Nick who brought in many innovations 
for the organisation including task-setting, 
weather forecasting and scoring at briefing 
on a big flat screen TV, on line briefing, task 
and scoring on the revamped web page 
(www.soaringclub.com/competitions.html). 
glider "tracking" in real time, high speed 
internet connection for all those in the 
comp, SMS messaging of information from 
the organisation and high-quality prizes 
including a lap-top computer for the winner. 

Brian and his team had to put in a lot of 
work this year to get a NOTAM for the 
competition due to the new Ti'vlA at Madrid 
but the precedent has now been set for 
future years. Also, last-minute problems with 
on-site accommodation created even more 
work. All these go towards making a suc
cessful competition and sometimes we pilots 
take them for granted and just "whinge" 
about being on the front of the grid or some
thing without considering the hard work that 
has gone into getting us there. 

And this year's competition? 
In true gliding tradition, in the practice 
period just before the competition at least 
one fl ight of 500km was reported by one of 
the competition pilots but just at the start 
of the competition period the area was 
affected by low pressure over central Spain 
which gave some of the worst rain and 
flooding for years. "Should have been here 
last week"! With the Overseas being a 
12-day competition to make the most of the 
long drive down, when the storms eventually 
died away there were still enough days left 
to make it a true competition. 

One change that was brought in this year 
was to have two classes (Standard and 
Open) instead of the usual one cldss to give 
more ilex ibility with launching and tasking. 
This was as a result of the number of factors. 
Firstly, due to last-minute problems, there 
was a possibility of not hav ing all the tugs 
available, secondly the weather forecast 
showed that the remaining days might not 
have typical Spanish conditions and so a 

later start would make it more difficult to get 
off one large class and thirdly the entry list 
of 54 gliders exacerbating the problem of 
getting all the gliders off in time. Having two 
c lasses enabled setting one class off whilst 
the other was still launching. In practice, 
it worked very well, although tactical 
decisions of the pilots meant that on one 
day, the first class to be launched set off after 
some of the gliders from the second class, 
leav ing on a 3hr task later than 15.30hrs. 

The first day of gridding after the storms 
did not produce a competition launch as 
it was raining in the task area but many 
pilots flew anyway and were rewarded by a 
convergence line moving north that could 
be flown without turning, back and forth as 
it passed over Ocana. 

The conditions on the competition days 
varied greatly from mainly blue days with 
variable thermal tops to lots of cu over a 
large part of the task are a, many days havi ng 
stronger winds than would be expected in 
Spain but more familiar to UK pilots. 

Sunday, May 27, Day 1 
3hr AAT of up to 390km, Open Class 
2 .5hr AAT of up to] 19km. Standard Class 
Today gave cloudbases before the start of 

4,500ft agl, which held until reaching the 
hills but then dropped by 1,000ft in moister 
air and with this, the strong winds and the 
radio reports of some pilots having to get 
their turbos out encouraged other pilots to 
leave the hills for the plain to make the 
most of the higher cloudbases and ground 
clearance. There wa a premium for getting 
back especially into the strong wind and 
although some clocked up more ki lometres 
downwind, those who did make it back 
ga ined a sizeable ad antage on Day 1. 
There were four finishers in the Open Class, 
including three of the French "team" led by 
Christopher Ruch . Only Mike Young made it 
back in the Standard Class. 

Monday, May 28, Day 2 
Speed task of 314km, Open Class 
Speed task of 304km, Standard Class 
Both classes were given butterfly speed tasks 
firstly down to the south then across to the 
east, with a control point on the way home 
from the west. The day started sunny but 
with a cold north-west wind. The thermals 
soon started with cloudbase of about 5,000ft 
agl with the local Spanish pilots reporting 
4-Sm/s lift. Launching commenced at about 
13.00hrs and the line was opened for both ~ 

Brian Spreckley in high-tech briefing mode in 2007 

August - September 2007 43 

www.soaringclub.com/competitions.html


THE RACING YEAR: OVERSEAS CHAMPIONSHIPS ON BEING A CFI 


~ classes by 14.30. Early cumulus thinned out 
around the start but there were wisps oi 
cloud on track. However, there were still 
good th ermals in the blue Jnd wispy clouds 
led to better cumulus over the hills towards 
the turn. Some found climbs of a steJdy 6kt 
to cloudhJse, just in time to round the turn 
and set off into the blue towards the second 
turn. Here the inevitable gaggles formed and 
progress round the turn and on to the third 
leg was mainly determined by the ability of 
the gaggles. Arriving bJck at the hills before 
the third turn gave cumulus and some climbs 
to nearly 6,000ft ,lgl to round the turn. Those 
who stayed high or topped up just before the 
last turn were able to glide in despite the 
strong wind, Jlthough there were buoya nt 
thermals in the plain to fall back on. Russell 
Cheetham won the day and split the French 
to lie in second place to Christopher Ruch in 
the Open Class and Mike Young won the day, 
ret<lining overall lead in the Standard class 

Tuesday, May 29, Day 3 
Speed task 0{ 440km, Open Class 
Speed task of 306km, Standard Class 
Initiall y it was blue, with b,lrely 3,200ft, and 
many waited for the thermals to rise to sta rt 
th en had to leave anyway. Even so, most had 
a good start and crossed to the clouds in the 
first hills . A big gaggle formed in the first 
valley and those who pressed on made good 
progress. There was a strong west wind w ith 
WJve effect up to 'I O,OOOft but there was 
cumulus in the plJin to the south and the 
gaggle carri d on its way. To the east th e 
plain was blue and those who did glide out 
high and back to the hills were not delayed 
too much, Later in the day the cloud stre t 
towards the third turn started to spr ad out 
and care was needed to cross the hills to 
take the remainin g thermJls at the last 
clouds before finJI glide. Russell Cheetham 
aga in won day in th e Open Class but 
Christopher Ruch held the lead and Steve 
Crabb won the cby in the Standard Class, 
putting him in second plJce overall after 
Olivier D;moze. 

Wednesday, May 30, Day 4 
3hr AAT o f up to 467 km in both classes 
The day started blue with thermals to about 
4,500ft agl and th ose who pushed on got to 
the small cumulus over th E' hill s. M,-wy pilots 
did not venture too far south but returned to 
the next sector, the gaggle carrying many 
along and sweeping up mJny of those w ho 
had pushed on aheJc! with a huge bunch of 
gliders on the hills at Mora for a mass finish 
of 18 gliders in two minutes . Russell 
Cheetham again won the Open Class day 
but Christopher Ruch kept the overall lead, 
whilst in the Standard Class Mike Young won 
the day but Olivier Darroze was still ahead. 

Thursday, May 31, Day 5 
Speed task of 24Jkm in the Open Class 
Speed task of 209km in the Standard Class 
Cumulus formed ea rly on and made for il 

good run to the south. Conditions turned 
blue south of th e hills and the Open Class 
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had to push on into the blue to reach the 
turn whilst the Standard Class turnpoint 
allowed them a short glide out Jnd back to 
the clouds. Slightly overdeveloped cloud 
streets gave a good run into wind to the 
westernmost turn and a top-up under the 
cloudstreet near Los Yeben es got most pilots 
to the IJst turn and home 011 a good finJI 
glide. Russell Cheetham's dJy win put him in 
the lead overall in the Open Clilss as did 
that of Mike Young in the Standard Class. 

Friday June 1, Day 6 
3 hr AAT of lip to 416km for both classes 
Nobody vVJnted to start first and in the end a 
large part of the field set off al around 15.30 
on a 3hr task. Conditions were mainly blue 
and gaggles aga in formed with good thermals 
to be found in the plain . Christopher Ruch 
took the day and the overall titl e for th e 
Open Class and Mike Young did likewise in 
the Standard Class, having had il good battle 
with second place Olivier Darroze through 
out. This year's comp had its fair share of 
accompli shed pilots compet ing not only 
from the UK but Jlso from France, Ire land 
Jnd Spain, the entry list including World, 
European and National Champions. 

So, despite the setback at the beginning 
due to the weather, six competition days 
were achieved. This was due largely to 
Brian's determinat ion to mJke the most of 
the cond itions, his knowledge of the local 
weather and his ability to set tasks that could 
be achieved. It also was a reflecti on of the 
ability of the competitors to persevere using 
variable gliding conditions and not to have 
drunk too much on the non flying days! We 
flew one task of 438km and up around 
300kms on other da),s. Still a very 
respectable record. 

I couldn't end without giv ing thanks to 
Brian Spreckl ey Jnd his team for Jnother 
greJt compet ition and also to Senasa, its tug 
pilots, th e mechanics for keeping the SenJsa 
tugs flying, the office sta ff Jnd the manJge
ment for their support over the years. This 
)'ear's competition was threatened by the 
new TMA at Madrid Airport but th anks to the 
efforts Jnd perseverance of Brian iwd the 
Senasa manJgement and, as a reflection of 
the importance of the Overseas Nationals as 
a gliding event in Spain, the NOTAM let us 
to usc, at least to the west, almost all the 
same airspace JS in previous yea rs. 

What of the future? 
During the competition, a questionnaire WJS 
distributed asking pilots their preferences for 
future Overseas Nationals. Being a typ ica l 
glider pilot (I must be typ ica l by now, I have 
been doing it since I was 14) and not liking 
change, and also recalling the words of 
wisdom that Derek "Grinner" Smith 's (952) 
crew BJldrick uses with such grea t feeling 
- "if it ain't broke, don't fix it" - I put down 
my preference, whi ch was that it should be 
eXJctl y the same 11S it has been for the 1,1st 
ten yea rs. 

Thanks <Jgain, Brian, 

Laying 

In the latest article in our series 
on instructing, Rod Ward of 
Cambridge GC explains how 
he came to be a Chief Flying 
Instructor and what it involves 

I
STARTED gliding in 1987 - a bit late at 

age 40 - at Nort.h Hill in Devon, went solo 
after 111 l a unc~lCs, became an 

Air Experience Instructor (Bas ic Inst ructor, 
these days) in 1990, and I n Assistant 
Instructor in 1991 at Dunstable. Rather 
unusuall y, my first instructional flight was 
day one of working as a professional 
instructor, which I did for five years, 
becoming a Full-rJted Instructor in 1993. 
As a consequence, I soon gained experience, 
and amassed a large number of hours and 
launches : to date, around 3,500-plus hours 
andI2,OOO-plus launches. I hav a Gold 
Badge and two Diamonds, a PPL, tug rating, 
BGA motor glider instructor rating, and 
have recently become a Regional Examiner. 
I still don't think I know that much about 
it all. My con temporari es are requested not 
to comment. 

I had always wanted to fl y, and finally was 
ab le to in 1987. First flight was in a Grob 
109 at Eaglescott in North Devon. I was 
ahsolutely captivated. Walking into their 
hangar Jnd seeing all the var ious aircraft in 
there was like entering an Aladdin's cave. 

I then found North Hill , in Devon, and 
started gliding. It is an interesting place to 
fly, what with two ridges, trees in strategic 
places, and some very rough approaches on 
windy days. You leilrn a lot al such sites. 
I rea ll y like going back th re when I am 
down south, and rea li se just how much 
I learnt there, 

I flew a lot and often. Sitting in the back 
seat of J K-13 seemed very nice; I liked it. 
So I eventuall y asked if I could become 
an Air Experience Instructor and, desp ite 
thi s being considered ,'a ther forward, was 
accepted. In the meantime, I had dec ided to 
become J gliding instructor. Dunstable gave 
me an interview, put me on a course, and 
following the standard acceptance checks, 
gave me a job. I stayed five years, amassing 
some 1,500 hours instructing, in (mostly) 
K-21 s. I passed my full rati ng in 1993, but 
not first go. ThJt experience of fililing was 
very useful , especially in helping in assessing 
my own and other Instructors' abilities, 
Hence this first piece of advice to new 
instructors, potential full cats and all: 
failing, while embarrassing at the time, is 
ex tremely useful , and can be Llsed very 
much to your advantage in further progress. 

But once is probably enough! 

The two great moments in gliding for me 


have been going solo, and getting my full 
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out a path to progress 

rating. Why go for a full rating? Well , it 's 
a lot of hard work, but it is very rewarding. 
One of the questions CFls are asked is what 
is the difference between Assistant Jnd 
Full Ratings. Apart from the obvious thin gs, 
such as you can do Bronze checks, and 
argue w ith the CFI, th e answer is that you 
understJnd th e game at a much deeper 
level. And hopefull y, you also rea lise 
(aga in) how much more th ere is to know, 
and understand, and how much better 
things could be done. 

I remember watching a video of Chris 
Rollings teaching spinning. It was filmed 
in the glider. Whil e he ca lml y talked, as 
though he WJS J hJving a very laid-back 
conversJtion over tea, the glider did 
prec isel y what he SJ id it would Jt every 
moment. It looked and sounded so easy. 
Then I tri ed it. I reJ lised how superb his 
demonstration rea ll y was, and what 
a deceptively stra tospheric level of sk ill 
he showed. That demonstrJti on was a 
benchmJrk of instructional technique. 
A stunning example of the standard 
we all should aim for. 

One of the most interesting things about 
spending five yea rs JS profess ional instructor 
WJS the opportunity to think about how to 
instruct. How can you say exac tl y what you 
me,ln withou t another (o ften unexpected) 
interpretation ? It takes yea rs to work that 
out. How do you work out exactly, usuall y 
in one fli ght, or part thereof, what thi s 
student needs from you to progress, wh at is 
the best way to demonstrate somethin g, 
what path ca n you lay out for someone to 
follow to make better progress, and so on. 
vVhen you become CFI , all this has to be 
passed on to your instructors . 

So why become a CFI? Various st,l ndard 
answers are given: you didn't run fast 
enough when the committee representative 
approached, you Me mad, pOl,ver-crazed, or 
poss ibly just plain innocent. You may even 
feci you have something to offer - som thing 
considered a bit suspec t in most qUilrters. 
It is after all a job (unpaid, in most cases), 
that has been described by a well -respected 
ex-CFI, as " trying to lead a herd of bull 
elephants wi th a feather duster, say ing 
'would YOll mind coming thi s way please?"' . 
Most people seem, however, to take the 
responsibility seri ously and do their best. 

It is though, at first, a bit like being th rown 
in the deep end with no instructions on how 
to swim. In the first year, my mental picture 
was of being up the front of a very large 
juggern aut, occasionally having at least one 
hand on the steering whee l, and no brakes. 
It does, however, improve, and most people 
slot into the role by simply doing it for 
a whil e. Being DCFI for while may help, 
but more th an likely, not that much. 

What is invo lved! Basicall y you are 
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now volunteer CFI of Cambridge GC. ''Was the opportunity to think about how to instruct. How can you say exactly 

what you mean without another (often unexpected) interpretation ? II takes years to work that out. How do you work 

out exactly. usually in one flight, or part thereof, what this student needs from you to progress, what is the best way 

to demonstrate something. what path can you layout for someone to follow to make beNer progress, and so on. 

When you become CFI, all this has to be passed on to your instructors. .... (James Kellerman) 

responsible for the standards of flying and 
fl ying sa fety at your cl ub; you also choose 
who becomes an instructor, who goes for a 
Full Rating, w ho becomes a BI , and take 
responsibility for their training. 

You also have to dea l w ith any accidents 
or incidents, and the people invol ved 
some of whom could be your fri ends - and 
consider what retraining may be required. 
And you will have to attend committee 
meetings. 

'So why become a CFI? Various 
answers are given: you didn't run 
fast enough, you are mad, power

crazed, or possibly just plain 
innocent. You may even feel you 

have something to offer' 

It does give you the opportunity to move 
things forward at your club it that is what 
you want to do; and you should do: no 
sllccessful organisation stays still , and 
survives. What you do depends upon your 
motivat ion, upon where your club is in 
its orga nisation and trainin g, and upon your 
parti cular vision and experti se. 

How you go about it depends on how you 
handle all the other personalities involved 
(and you can't please all the people all the. 
time), preva iling ci rcumstances, and the 
timesca le you may set. 

What you ac tually achi eve depends on a 
combination of all the above, and your 
determination, and what was possible in the 
fi rst place. 

A typi ca l day as CFI? Apologi es to the 
editor, whose questi on that is, but there isn't 

one. They're all di fferent. And the issues are 
oft en unexpected. Most of them, in fact, are 
dea lt with orf field, by phone call s, email s, 
and meetin gs. There are loads of all three of 
those! 

Other advice to new/forthcoming CFls~ 
Above all, try to be absolutely impartial ill 
dea ling with everybody: experi enced 
instructors and beg inners alike, friends, and 
hated enemies, should you have some, alike; 
and try to be open and straightforward wi th 
peopl e. 

Make as few rul es as poss ible: your job 
reall y is to make gliding a sa fe and enjoy
able experience for all club members. 

And like all top jobs, be prepared 10 leave 
at the appropri ate time. Some' CFls want to 
hang on indefinitely, some ca n't wail to get 
out, and some peopl e can 't wa it to be rid of 
you. Find a suitable successor earl y on. 

Lea rn to delegate and have a good team 
around you. It rea ll y helps to offset some of 
the load, and also some of th e critici sm. 
I have been very well supported by my 
DCFI, w ho never spares my blushes in 
telling me if he thinks I get it wrong - he 
was the one who a Iways asked the awkward 
questi ons at instructors' meetings, so 
demonstrating a disconcerting and welcome 
independence of mind - and by a fl ying 
committee consisting of th e Safety Officer, 
the DCFI and an ex-CFI. 

That sor t of support, together with that of 
the Chairman, is inva luable to il ny CFI. 
It would be impossible to do the job 
effecti vely w ithout it. In most cl ubs there is 
a vas t amount of gliding experi ence and 
wi sdom to be h,ld for the asking - if you" . 
simply ask. ~ 
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Off-topic for fun: the obligatory flying car (an 'aeromobilJ, 

without which no aviation show would be complete... 

A RO 
2 0 
AERO, Europe's biggest General 
Aviation fair, takes place every 
other year in Germany - the next 
is on April 2-5, 2009. This year, 
more than 500 exhibitors came 
from 30 countries. Here is the 
second of our AERO 2007 reports 

While the aircraft on these pages 
may look and fly like sailplanes, 
by an odd twist of regulation they 
are not officially recognised as 
such in the UK. Clearly, though, 
these newer types of gliders and 
motorgliders are still members 
of the wider gliding family, and 
would fit very comfortably into 
the system that already exists for 
overseeing our sport in the UK 

Not 10 be confused wIth 

AMS's Apls, the ApiSJ> 2 

(right) from Martin Wezef is to 

be certified as an ullrallghl In 

Germany. wh~re you need a 

gilder type rallng to fly It It's a 
self-launching flappeo 15m 
motorglider with a Hirth F33B 
engine and slaled UD 0'39 r 

www.apis2.com 
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What presence was hovering bat-like in the background 

(above) in the tranquillity of the glider exhibition at AERO... 
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... Pipistrel from Slovenia was 

among the ultralight motor

glider makers on show in the 

gliding hall, with its IS-metre 

Taurus (pictured) and Sinus 

motorgliders. The company 

is advertising for dealers 

(inset below) to spread its 

wings further www.pipistrel.si 

Alisport's Silent 2 Targa IS a high-performance ultralight 

singla-seater with 13.3m span, flaperons and a vanable

poSition taHplatl6 governed by tile napelOtl setting Stared 

best LID Is 40:1 The self-launch versIOn IS powered by the 

Affsport A302efL The fae/ory e$timBte 1111 take .9 first-time 
W'MY.aJlsport,com 

The sales brochure for Composits new Viva, designed by Martin Wezel and built 

by Composit in the Czech Republic, says it all. This ultralight "could be best 

described as a motor-driven glider, " it remarks, if the term weren't already used for 

a specific certification category of aircraft. This 17-metre side-by-side low-wing 

two-seater is aerodynamically similar to the Apis® 2 (opposite page). It has a 1.2m 

wide cockpit, a two-stroke Rotax engine (a HKS 700E is planned), a MTOM of 

472.Skg and a useful load of 180.Skg. Not yet certified, it is meant for soaring or 

motor touring and has a stated best UO of 39.8:1; the makers say that converSion 

would be easy for glider and ultralight pilots www.compositairplanes.cz 
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BEGINNERS' CORNER 


Fly often and enjoy yourself 

From first flight to first field 
in the space of a single year. 
Tom Gooch shares the highs 
and lows of his start in gliding 

IIOINED Cotswold Gliding Club on April 
1 st last yea r but I was not joking. I hJd just 
got through a seriously bad peri od 

in my Iife (read divorce) but was determined 
to take advantage of the posit ive aspects of 
my new situat ion rather than suffer the less 
pos itive ones. Taking up gliding was the vcry 
obvious cho ice as it is 'omething that I have 
,;vanted to do for about 40 yea rs. 

Why Cotswold Gliding Club? Nympsfield 
was marginally closer and I did do il one
week holiday course there ten yea rs ago. 
It seemed to me th Jt Aston Down would be 
eas ier to fl y from and fl yable more of the 
time and so was possibl y a better place to 
lea rn . The fi xed-pri ce-to-solo package 
seemed a good idea at the ti me - Jnd it was. 
I liked the idea of thinking about the cost 
only once and then just getting on w ith it. 

Initiall y my goal was rJther mOclest, 
simpl y to go solo by the end of the season, 
but people immediately encourJged me 
to helieve that I could be well on my way to 
Bronze by the end of the season. During 
Apri I and M ay I turned up at least one day 
each weekend and often both days - this 
rea ll y is the hest way to do it. I remember 
trying to work out bow we ll or otherwise 
I was doing and how many more flights it 

was likely to take before being allowed to go 
solo hut it rea ll y was quite di ffi cu lt to assess 
iJ nd I was pa infull y aware of all the things 
I was doing w rong. In the event I WJS 

stunned when on the evening of June 7, 
after a couple of circuits and a cable brea k, 
Simon Buckl ey (our CFI ) announced th at he 
wanted me to do th e next one on mv ow n. 
O f course the first solo ilight was ev~ry bit 
as goocl an experience as everyone had told 
me it wou ld be. 

The fo ll owing weekend there are eight 
solo flights in my logbook in one day. Qui te 
an expensive clay (several people saw the 
need to remind me that the fi xed-price- to
so lo dea l had just expired) but at the time it 
was great fun and looking back it was a very 
good investment. I think that the very earl y 
solo period might otherw ise have lasted 
quite a long time ,1 ncJ generated a lot of 
nerves . There was some good weather in the 
foll owing weeks and I was lucky enough to 
get some easy thermals imcJ r asonably long 
soaring flights. O ne parti cular ly good day 
in earl y July I spoke to Steve Cook (duty 
instructor that day) to ask for permiss ion to 
fly and was told that today I was go ing 
to get my Sil ver height. I would never have 
presumed to be able to do such a thing but 
he was confident and very encouraging and 
produced J logger for the purpose. I did, 
indeed, get to the requisite height rather 
easil y in one big fat "house" thermal over 
the D EFRA hangars. 

I took a week's holiday in July and got 
extremely lucky w ith the we,l ther. I was also 
fort unate in that the course members that 

week did not turn up at all earl y on the 
Monday morning and I asked Bo (the course 
instructor) for some instructi on to prepare for 
the Bron ze fl ying checks. Hi s interpretati on 
of this was " let 's go and do the Bronze fl ying 
checks ri ght now" . We did and he was • 
happy to sign me off. "So it is your fi ve 
hours now," he added. I could not quite 
imagine succeeding in thi s but Bo would not 
have any of it. O n the Tuesday I took a day 
off, as it were, and accepted Ken Lloyd 's 
invitati on to fl y cross-country in the back of 
the ASH-2 5. It made the K-8s look pr tty 
sill y and the nex t day I fl ew the Pilatus for 
the first time, hardly in the same league as 
the ASH but definitely a step in the ri ght 
directi on. 

The nex t day Ihere is an entry in my 
logbook which reads 4 hours 50 minutes. 
Walking into the clubhouse after that was an 
in teresting experi ence: nobody quite kn ew 
what to say to me but, actua ll y, I was quite 
pleased with this flight and in particul ar 
my dec ision tu lilnd when I did rather than 
be tempted to push my luck for the last 
10 minutes. Our club chai rman, Mike 
Weston, made an oddly encou raging 
comment about a little fa ilure doing me 
good as it was all coming a bit too easil y 
to me. 

I eventuall y man aged to reach the five
hour mark a month later and began to 
believe that perhaps, just perh aps if I got my 
act together to pass the Bronze exam and 
get the cross-country checks done asap 
I might be ilbl e to do the 50km thing and get 
my Sil ver badge before the season ran out. 

One of 
the best 
days of 
my life 
Andrew Turner (seen left) 
describes what it felt like to 
go solo on his 16th birthday 
at Cambridge GC and then 
to convert to a new type on 
the same day 
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I did get th e Bronze exam and the checks 
out of the way but by this time the weather 
had pretty much given out. One halfway 
possible-looking day did present itself in 
Sep tember with a 20kt wind blowing directly 
towards Enstone so I look the day off to give 
it a go. I did not get to Enstone but it was 
certainly a day to remember, two rather 
exc iting cab le breaks fo ll owed by my first 
field landing (thanks to Mik Randl e fo r the 
retr ieve even Ihough I did not give him very 
far to drive) . I was high on adrenaline for a 
couple of days after that and perhaps the 
field landing was better experience than 
getting to Enstone wou ld have been. 

Th en I discovered the first thing that I did 
not reall y like about gliding; the way that the 
season fizzles out, engendering a genera l 
fee ling of depression. In a way it must be 
much better in the many sports where the 
season ends on the day that everyone agrees 
that it will end . So there was nothing to do 
but plan things that I cou ld do during the 
winter to max imise my cha nces of doing the 
SOkm as ea rl y as poss ible when th e good 
weather returned. There were a number of 
th ings on my li st: 
• 	buy a share in a nice glider 
• 	get cleared for aerotowing (iL would be 

embarrassing to land at someone else's 
airfield and have to admit that you had 
never done an aerotow) 

• 	stay current 
• 	winter refresher training 
• 	move house to somewhere within very 

easy reach of the ai rfi eld 
I did all of those things before the start of 

,"larch but sLi l1 knew th at I had never soared 
in the DG-300 and so was going to need 
some time to get used to it before I could 
reasonably expect to go anywhere . But th en 
the forecast for Wednesday, March 21 
appeared on Weatherjack. It looked like 

ACCORDING to my Dad, the April 6, 1991 , was a 
good day for flying - it was a pity to spend it in 
Addenbrookes' Hospital maternity ward. It also 
happened to be my birthday. Sixteen years later, 
it was also a good day for flying, but this time 
I was going to be flying solo. 

I turned up at the club bright and early in the 
morning, confident from yesterday's last-minute 
practice, but also extremely nervous, as you can 
imagine! The plan was to have some final check 
flights with Andy Walford before they could trust 
me to fly one of these aircraft by myself. The 
flights consisted of one normal launch, circuit 
and landing, and two launch failures. All of these 
went fine, and as I landed on my third flight and 
Andy said to me that he was going to send me 
solo, the reality suddenly hit me. I was finally 
going to do it. 

After I had been briefed, I sat solo in the K-21 
for the first time, checks completed and cable 
hooked on, the nervousness kicked in. I was just 
hoping for a smooth launch. The cable tightened, 
"All out" was called, and I was off. If anything 
went wrong now, I would be the only one who 
could sort it out. The glider rotated, and climbed 
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"All this lot turned up to rescue me from the field without a gate that I 'd just landed in," says Tom (second from teN) 

more than cou ld possibly be hoped for, 
espec iall y as it was onl y a single day, which 
coincided with the airfield being open. 
Weatherjack remained opt imist ic as the day 
approached so work was just not an option. 
The 50km did seem a possibility, peop le 
encouraged me to go for it and Mike Weston 
offered to come and get me. 

So there it is, within a yea r of joining 
I was served up a day that was good enough 
to give me lime to get used to the glider and 
th en to get to Enstone, despite some obv ious 
poor cho ices of which bit of the sky to 
fly in. Thanks to th e Wednesday crew for 
launch ing me and all the others who 
appeared, as if by magic, in the middle of 
the week to fly that day. 

So did I make a good decision taking up 

just as I had hoped for, no problems at all. As 
I reached the top of the launch and the cable was 
released, suddenly all the nervousness that had 
overcome me just seconds before on the ground 
was gone. I was up there all alone with no-one to 
advise me on anything, but it felt great. A few turns 
and successful landing later, and I was on the 
ground, but anxious to get hooked on and do it all 
over again! 

Three solo flights in the morning, followed by 
lunch and two more flights in the afternoon then 
faced me with the next challenge, converting to the 
Junior. This seemed even more daunting than 
gOing solo in the morning as I was going to fly a 
glider which I'd only ever sat in that lunchtime! At 
least with the K-21 I'd been flying it pretty much by 
myself for the last nine months without instructor 
intervention. The Junior, on the other hand, was 
going to be completely new. I took the opportunity 
at lunch to read up on the conversion notes and get 
some friendly advice from some helpful members. 
Sitting in the second glider in the hangar was also 
useful as it gave me a quick chance to test the 
unique seating position compared to the K-21 
before I tried the real thing. 

gliding? Definitely yes, it is pretty much the 
best thing I have ever clon e. Was Cotswold a 
good cho ice? Defi nitely it was. Ju st take a 
look at the picLure taken a month or so later. 
All this lot turned up to rescue me from the 
field without a gate that I'd just landed in . 

I've tried Lo make the point above that a 
lot of people have been very friendly and 
encouragi ng and I w ill also make the poinL 
here tha t in my view the standard of the 
instruction that I've benefited from in the last 
year can on ly be described as exce llent. 

My advice to other newcomers. Fly as 
often as you can. Listen to what the 
instructors have to say and do it. Read a 
book or two and absorb the important bits . 
Be the strongest critic of your own \. . 
flying . Enjoy yourself. ~ 

Firstly, though, two check flights in the 
Puchacz were required to ensure that I was going 
to be able to fly this new aircraft. Rob Welford 
was my instructor this time, and put me through 
the usual simulated launch failures. I once again 
got the all clear and before I knew it, I was sitting 
at the front of the queue in this completely new 
glider with little idea what it was going to be like 
once I started moving. Thankfully everything 
went as smoothly as it had done that morning. 
The first thing I noticed of course as the cable 
released was the absolute finesse the glider had 
compared to hauling about a big two-seater. The 
controls were so smooth and turning so simple. 
I thoroughly enjoyed flying it and couldn't wait to 
get another go. 

But then that was it, the day was gone, and 
I had finally done it. A drink in the Clubhouse with 
everyone who had helped me out during the 
whole experience finished off what was one of the 
best days of my life. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who turned up to 
help out on the day, I could never have done it 
without you and I felt so happy and grateful \. . 
at the end of it all. ~ 
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JAXIDA condensation free 
all-weather covers 

Protects your aircraft 
- against sun, rain. and snow 
- New 2-ply fabric with UV-coating 
- Self-polishing action in the wind 
- Easy for one person to fitlremove 

v' Tailwheel Conversion 
courses 

v' 180hp Super Cub 

v' Pawnee 

v' Friendly social atmosphere 

v' Caravan & camping 

v' Bar & cafe 

v' FAA training also available 

v' One to one tuition 

www.jaxida.com 

- . -~ 
~ .. ----------

JAXIDA COVER, Strandmoellevej 144· DK-4300 Holbaek, Denmark 
Tel. +45 59440725 . Fax + 45 5944 0609 · E-mail info@jaxida.dk 
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PARACHUTE REPACKING 

SERVICE 


Paint Zero is a fully equipped rigging 
facility based at Hinton AJrfield. We c an 
repack your glider parachute for £25 ex 

VAT. and also perform any harness/ 
container maintenance requirements to 

the highest possible standard. 

Point Ze ro Ltd. Hinton Airfje . Steane. Bra ck1ev. 

North anls NN 13 5NS United KinQdom 

Tel : 0 1295 810600 • Fax: 01 295612800 


Em ail: Salf!lj@Doin\zero CQ,uk 

Website : IMW/,RO ntzero.co.uk 


The Premier Motor Gliding School 
Courses or by the hour for NPPL 
SLMG & TMG PPL. 
Bronze C Cross Country & Field 
Landing Checks. 
Convert your BGA Licence to an 
NPPL SLMG. 
RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01 608 67 7208 

The Ideal present for any occasion! 

The Platypus Papers: 

Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage 


" All soaring pilots should have this book 

on their shelves" - George Moffat 


"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 

through " - Derek Piggott 


"Don't read it in public unless you are 

willing to make a spectacle of yourself 


laughing out loud" - Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 


BUY IT online at www.gliding.co.uk 
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Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval ROGER TAKGETf * C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning Sailplane Services * Ae-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polishing Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Glouces1ershire GUO 3TX * Competition sealing 


Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 823319 
 * BGA and PFA approved 
Mob/fe 07850 769060 * Canopy perspex replacement 

- email sailplane@btconnect.com * Alrcratl recovery 

www.sailp-laneservices.co. uk 

microRecorder 
The new generation of flight data recorders 

g SO Flash card version available 
g Engine noise avai lable 
g USB file transfer 
e NMEA and 5 volts output for POAs etc 
e Rechargeable battery life up to 100 hours 

From only 

£42S+VAT 
incl. antenna and USB 

data/charging cable 

Contact Graham on +44 (0)7968 066710. graham@ewavionics . com or www . ewavionics.com 
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RU NNING A CLUB CONTEST 


Hype, help and hope 

The Important-Looking Man 
With The Radio - that's Chr,is 
Davison - describes life from 
the Competition Director's 
front-of-grid perspective 

IT'S THE OLDEST tri ck in the book. Ask 
someone to do something rea ll y hideous 
and then after browbeating them into 

nea r submission, propose a compromise 
that is slightl y less hideous, w hich of cou rse 
is what you were after all the time! Thus 
it was about four years ago when our club 's 
email group was clogged up with some 
hair-brained scheme for th e coming season 
that involved "rotating the runway by 30°", 
"rocket-powered glider lau nch ing" or 
"building a rotating ridge" - I forget the 
spec ifi c detail , but when the idea of 
" running a kill competition" was proposed, 
it seemed at the time like a major victory 
for commonsense and workload. 

I don 't actually remember saying yes, 
but the internet never lies, and so I became 
the Competition Director. Oh well, just 
how difficult ca n standing at the front and 
waffling be? 

It took me a little while to rea lise that 
something was wrong. The ema il group had 
long gone quiet with the JrrivJI of spring, 
and the warm glow that had initially arrived 
alongside my appoi ntment was fading. 
There was a nagging doubt at the back of 
my mind but I was not sure what it was. 
Then it dawned on me. I had to actuall y 
organise the thing. 

Competing in a regionals is a doddle: you 
pay some money, turn up on the day and 
then stuff happens. Running the competition 
meant that I was in charge of the stuff itself! 
A life- long love of plagiarism meant that 
I knew where to sta rt. Copy someone else's. 
Our club has long standing 'friendly' rivalry 
with another, Trent Valley, who are a small 
club, based in the sti cks ()/Oli said 'friendly' 
- Ed) ... sorry, who are a bunch of friendly, 
if not very good pil ots (pack it in - Ed) 
... anyway they are a nice bunch of peop le 
who rather helpfull y hJd been running 
a similar co mpetition among themsel ves 
for a few yeJ rs. A few phone calls and I had 
copy of their rule book and an idea of the 
format. A few childish comments along the 
lines that "ours would be better than yours" 
and "we' ll thrash your pants" and we soon 
had an emai l group full of banter and 
enthusiasm for a fun competition between 
the two clubs. The hype was in place and 
I had nicked a set of loca l rules. Job done. 

I think it was the CFI who asked for a 

word : "Thanks for clogging his inbox with 

500 emai Is but had I actually organised 

anything yet?" He had a point. There were 


Part of the grid at the Saltby Wood & Glass Compelition that Chris Davison has directed for the last four years 

the other details that were already preying 
on my mind: who was going to do the 
task-setting, the met, download the loggers, 
update the scoring and all that other "stuff" 
which somehow just happens at a regionals? 
Cathy ca ught up with me in the ca r park 
and asked who was going to do the catering. 
A would-be competitor was rude enough to 
ask about the promised trophy, medals and 
how the scoring would work. The treasurer 
wanted to know how the club would make 
1110n I' out of it without impacting club 
flying and th e tugmaster wanted to know 
if I thought hav ing some planes available 
might be a good idea? 

Arrggghhhhh! As the Comp Director all 
I wanted to do was stroll around the airfield 
with a radio, look important and scowl 
- just like they do at a regionals . Everyone 
thought the competition was a great idea 
and fully sUJJported it, only with a bit more 
planning and detail to go along w ith the 
hype. Honestly, some people - helve they 
never worked in the IT industry? 

Like one of those project diagrams with 
el bubble that says "Then J miracle occurs", 
the compe titi on somehow came together 
and we had 25 paying pilots signcd up well 
before the agreed datc of the second May 
Bank Holiday. Club members had mucked 
in to help with the catering, setting up the 
briefing room, making sure we had enough 
tugs and stocking up the beer cellar. I had 
grovelled for help with the met and task 
setting and had minimised the need for 
immediate logger downloading when 
I rea li sed the answer was going to be " me". 
All we needed now was the weather. For 
some time this particular variable had been 
playing on my mind, not because it might 
rain (I am used to that) but because it might 
be flyable and I, as the Important-Looking 
Man With The Radio would have to decide 
when to launch the gliders. Anyone who has 

been to a regionals will have witnessed th e 
ritual of "grid squatting" - or "waiting for th e 
Director to pull his finger out", to give it its 
full title. But it was beginning to worry me. 
Launch the grid too early and everyone feliis 
out the sky; launch too late and everyone 
moans that YOU are personally responsible 
for them landing in a field. Even if you get it 
right, you sti ll get moaned at by the treasurer 
for " not enough relight opportuniti es". It 's 
the curse of the Camp Director and the 
time-honoured antidote is a ritual that 
involves the left and right index fingers, 
both ears and the phrase "La la la, I ca n't 
hear you" but as a man of science I wanted 
something worthy of the 21st Century, so set 
about creati ng a hardcopy set of guidelines. 
These would have the dual benefits of 
helping me to decide when to launch the 
grid as well as giving me something to roll 
up and hit people with if they moaned too 
much. So " Davison's Index of Climate 
Evaluation" (DICE) was born. A simple A4 
grid based on sound meteoro logica l and 
aeronauti ca l principl es, DICE ratings refer to 
the progress of weather throughout the dJy 
(rather than the 'best of day' Weatherjack 
view) - which helps the would-be Director 
decide when to launch the grid. Plus, if 
I laminated a copy, I could inflict real pain 
with it. Thus armed, I was ready for my debut. 

I had thought th e morning briefing would 
be a short affair along the lines of: "Hello, 
rig, grid, launch, land then come and find 
me in the bar and give me the details of 
your flight. Key word is bar". Wrong! "Yes", 
I did have a spare copy of the entry form, 
"no" I didn't know what the frequency for 
Leicester airfield was, nor what time the 
barbec ue would finish or how to programme 
a Garmin 3. Foolishly I asked if anyone had 
actually read th e set of loca l rul es I hacl sent 
out? Not a murmur, which as it happened 
was good as iL Illea nt I could " incorporate 
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dynamic just-in-time improvements" as 
I went along. The furmat we were using for 
the competition was very simple. Using a 
combination of Notams and Seaweed, we 
set three tasks, small, med ium and large, 
with the first turn points laid out so that you 
could switch between them eas ily. The 
beauty of having three pilot-selectable tas ks 
is you have to really try very hard to get the 
task-setting wrong, but it can be done if you 
know how. Scoring would be dune based 
on a spreadsheet version of the BGA ladder 
(the simplest formula I could find that wou ld 
not get me lynched by the " 1000 point" 
mob) and I would only ask for your trace 
if you looked like finishing in the top few 
places or your name was Ray. Any more 
questions? Good, then let's go and fly. 

And it worked! The weath er gods smi led 
and the first two days saw enough flying to 
keep both the pilots and the treasurer happy. 
The Bank Holiday Monday was, however, 
looking less promising. Now one of the 
phrases I have picked up over the last few 
years of gliding is "we're here to fl y", which 
loosely translates into " the weather forecast 
is awful but the treasurer is li sten ing". The 

forecast was for a front to go through with 
possibly some better weather following (ish). 
Outside th e briefing room you could hear 
the front banging on the hangar roof and 
optimism was not high . My DICE sheet wa s 
planted firmly on leve l zero. I adopted the 
plan of waffling for now, but agreeing that 
if by 2:00 the front had not gone through, 
then I would stop waffling and close the 
competition . It seemed to keep everyone 
happy. But miracles do happen and by 1 :30 
the rain had stopped and the sky had 
cleared . The result was possibly the best 
gliding wea ther I have ever seen: 7,000ft 
cloudbases and 7kt climbs nicely marked all 
down the route ... all in the direction of the 
task! Epic. The sun sh ines on the lucky. 

That was three years ago and I am pleased 
to say the Saltby Wood & Glass Competition 
has gone from strength to strength thanks to 
the hard work of members and enthusiasm 
of the pilots from both clubs. Running a 
competition like this is a team game and the 
Important-Looking Man With The Radio is 
neither all that important nor gets to use the 
radio that much. So long as people have a 
vague idea what you are trying to do and 

you lay on some food, beer and (idea ll y) 
weather, it all seems to happen. Th e benefits 
to the club are a great deal of fun, ,ome 
useful cash flow and a profit from the never
ending flow of tea and sandwiches. 

The best thing I tripped over? Another club 
who were up for a fun competition as well 
and thought that the trophy made out of an 
o ld K-8 release bung and a plank of wood 
was worth fighting for. The biggest mistake 
I made? Underestimating the amount of 
work that it takes to lay on breakfasts, lunch 
and a " fceding of the 5,000" barbecue ... a 
mistake I wi ll only make once! Could your 
club run a fun competition? Absolutely! 
Which club won that first competition? 
I forget, but we won the next one! And if 
you want to enter the 2008 competition at 
Saltby or borrow a set of rul es and check list 
to ru n you r own, you know where to find 
me. I'm the rapid ly-greyi ng person \. . 
at the front of the grid! ~ 

Ii you'd like a set oi Chri s' rules and his checkli st to run 

your own comp, you c.1n email him at Chris @'5iluW.cum 

The fl GA's guidance inr all t'sk-setlers is avai lable at 

wwvv.~lidil1g co.ukltom1s1BCAr.l5kSell jngCodC'otConclucl./}(1f 

Davison's Index for Climate Evaluation 

DICE 
Rating 

As evidenced by ... Comp Director should be... Pilot will be focused on... Treasurer is 
thinking... 

I 

0 Not flyable Rain, wind, low cloud, mist, fog , 

snow, etc. No gliders flying. Likely 

to coinCide with Inter-Club weekend. 

Praying, looking busy, checking 

met and likely improvement (or 

not). Tasks set for expected mel. 

Sitting in clubhouse drinking tea, 

looking out of window. 

Good, income from 

food and tea all day 

-happy. 

I 

Flyable Gliders flying but not soaring ... 

ideal circuit-bashing weather. 

Ensuring the gliders are being 

rigged and checking progress of 

met against tasks that have been 

set. Possibly grid gliders if space 

allows. 

Rigging, pointing randomly at 

wisps of cloud and keeping 

fingers crossed the thermals 

start to pop. 

Come on, launch that 

grid, plenty of relights! 

2 Early soaring One or two gliders able to stay 

airborne, lift only patchy, may be 

low cloudbase. May be some 

spread-out or high cloud. 

Sending up a 'sniffer' and getting 

the gliders gridded. Checking 

weather down area of task, 

possible retasking if weather looks 

poorer than expected. Not giving 

into pressure of bystanders! 

Grid squatting, waiting, polish

ing, speculating. Airborne pilots 

may report difficulty in staying 

up. Sniffer 's progress and radio 

reports discussed with great 

interest. 

No really, get that grid 

launched, it's clearly 

soarable, come on 

you 're holding up club 

flying. 

I 
3 Soarable Most gliders that wish to stay 

in the air can. Reliable lift across 

the majority of the local area. 

Multiple gliders can remain 

airborne without oversized 

gaggles. 

Thanking lucky stars/underpants. 

Starting to launch grid before 

it gets worse. Ignoring doom-

merchants who said launching 

should have started an hour ago. 

Launching, sampling multiple 

thermals and staying airborne. 

Keeping clear of the glider that 

has yet to look out their 'big 

window thing'. Minimal relights 

required. 

About lime, if we'd 

launched sooner then 

we would have had 

more relights. Why is 

no-one drinking tea? 

i 

4 Cross-Countryable Multiple gliders soaring ; expectation 

of soarable (3) or bener weather 

across the task area. Cloudbase 

high enough to ensure majority of 

gliders can easily start task 

Opening start line and go and get 

well eamed cup of tea/whisky. 

Be prepared to have to leave tea 

due to likely relight or start-line 

query/argument. 

Finding climbs down the task. 

Multiple climbs available so 

only minimal attention to staying 

airborne. Best climbs will be 

over there - in airspace. 

Damn, no relights, 

still plenty of aerotow 

retrieves hopefully. 

Must pray for rain. 

S Racing-able Small puffy white clouds, plenty 

of sun. Consistent climbs available. 

Pigs flying. Woo HOOI 

Thanking God and basking in 

glory. Getting ready for airspace 

infringement debate. Ensuring this 

is the last comp directed (it's only 

downhill from here). 

Finding only the best climbs. 

Staying up is easy, just need to 

maximise cross-country speed. 

Ensuring anyone listening to 

130.1 never feels lonely. 

Even worse, no 

aerotow retrieves 

- unhappy. Never 

mind, there's always 

tomorrow. 
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An unusual' 'tornado' at Marham adds an odd twist to the tale 
WE kick off this issue's club section with a Club Gallery that features two perspectives on the unusual photographs (above) sent in from the Fens - for Club News itself, see p56: 
The view from the ground: "As a pilot at Fenland GC," says Bob Boughen, "and living under the circuit for RAF Marham's main runway, a Tornado doesn~ normally warrant much 

more than a glance from me. After all, Marham is home to four squadrons of the jets, as well as to my club . But I thought that since this one is a bit different to the usual I would 
share the photos I took on June 23. Three of us at the launchpoint were entertaining ourselves by watching instructors having fun in our Grab Acro R71 - Graham French was 

practising patter and manoeuvres for an instructor course. They took a climb under a promising-looking cloud - which we noticed ,after they left it, was building and sucking in 

smaller ones around it. Then it began looking violent with a small cone underneath, which rapidly developed into a classic twister. From first forming to dispersal probably took less 
than three minutes; the photos were taken within a minute of each other, at 15.20. I' have seen twisters before: one on the outskirts of Downham Market, which made the local 
papers some years ago, and one I actually drove through on my tractor last year. It was blowing quite a bit of dust about on the A47, carried on building and later damaged some 

boats at Hunstanton Marina. And of course, we have all seen the dust devils, which are numerous at harvest-time. These two pictures don 't do this twister justice - they were 
taken just before it dissipated because we were so in awe of it I was slow to get the camera out. The second photo (above right) is as it began to disperse, with the Grob in circuit. " 

The view from the air: "Saturday, June 23 started with a very low cloudbase as some crud moved through ," says Graham French, "but it brightened up by lO-ish. There were five 
of us on the field with Bic Smith the duty instructor. It was a little thermic, but not mUCh, and the longest flight that morning was 24 minutes. We could see the cu building and at 

about 2pm we had to stop flying as a storm skirted the airfield, depositing a lot of rain. Once it had gone we recommenced flying in the Acro with Bic in the front and me in the 
back, practising some stalling exercises for my forthcoming Assistant Instructor course. The wind was anywhere between southerly and westerly, 5-10kt, and it was on our fifth and 

final launch that we saw this particular cloud approaching the airfield, tracking south-west to north-east. At the top of our 1 ,200ft winch launch it was a simple case of a left turn to 
go underneath it and straight into 2-6kt lift. This was very smooth, not like a thermal at all, and it was noticed from the ground that other cu were being sucked in towards it; it 

seemed that we were climbing in air being sucked up as opposed to the standard turbulent rising air of a thermal. The climb topped out as cloudbase was reached at about 2,500ft 
and then it was on to some simulated winch launch failure exercises. At this point I remarked on a little funnel coming out of the bottom of the cloud - at that stage that was the 

only point of note. The exercises went to plan and, at] heading downwind to the field, we both noticed that the funnel had eX1ended to ground level' and was approximately a mile 
away from the low key point. It was a meandering lanky long thing that rose from the ground at an angle of about 10° then diverted to the horizontal half-way up before returning 

to the vertical. We could see that it was rotating anti-clockwise. As we were at only 500ft it was a bit too far to go and investigate, although tempting!" 

Above : Start-up for first tow with Parham's latest tug - a Visiting Rapide (Les Blows) 

Below: the view for Shaun Murdoch of Imperial College, looking down on approach 


"ON May 23, " says Colin 

Weyman (above) , the forecast 
did not warrant rigging our own 

gliders so we DI-ed Dorset 
GC's Capstan and K-13 ready 
for a school group due to fly at 13.00hrs, By midday a few little scruffy cus were forming so 
I asked our chairman, Doug Every, if he was interested in a flight. I was keen to take some 
photos from the Capstan. We decided that should we be able to stay up, we would look out 

for the school bus arriving, then go down and land. At 12.45 we launched. Luckily, digital 
pictures cost nothing! By the time Doug had reteased I'd already taken 20, and confinued 

snapping away while he searched for lift. A likely-looking cloud gave a broken 2kt thermal 
to 2,500ft and we turned west towards Bovington Camp, playing in some weak lift. Visibility 

was fantastic, sharp to the horizon. From 2,500ft we could see the Golden Cap at Lyme 
Regis (40 miles west) and Ihe whole of Chesil Beach. Looking east we could see as far as 

the eastern end of the Isfe Of Wight, and all of Poole Bay and Christchurch Bay. After 
checking the bus hadn't arrived, we set off north. Down to 1,800ft we tried the only local 

cloud, with thin, wispy stuff hanging down. To our surprise we found 2kts to cloudbase, now 
3,OOOft. The view was amazing' We could see beyond the ridges that run east-west from 
Shaftesbury towards Bristol, and the difference between our side and the dark-looking 

Somerset Levels to the north was very pronounced. With the school group in mind, we then 
headed back to Eyres field. In conditions that didn't look at all soarable, Doug and I enjoyed 

a 75-minute flight, and I took 80 pictures on one of the clearest days I can remember. " 
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Top: Emma Cuthill of Oxford GC after her impressive 
50km to Husbands Bosworth on a day that most 
experts left their toys in their boxes (Andrew Butterlield) 
Above: Oli Llewellyn of Bris/ot & Glos is one of seven 
pilots to go solo at Nympsfield this Apn/ and May 
Right: An altemative to Duns/able and Nympsfield's 
Isle of Wight rally Another memorable flight on May 
23, with Steve Lynn and Pete Stammelon a 380km 
over the north Norlolk coast in 13, with gliders flown by 
Mark Burton, Paul Rackham and Mark Newland-Smith 
Righ! (inset) : Back at those pilots' London GC base, 
a big grin from Wendy Clark following her first solo 
Below right: Sorry about the aquatic theme - UK pilots 
need no reminding that 2007's was the wettest June 
since 1914. But we stil/liked Malcolm Huddart 's photo 
of thermal/ing with Les Merrit 's Duo from Sat/by above 
the meandering River Trent, just north of Newark 
Below: Philip Gibbs of the local Parkinson 's Disease 
Society with Alan Wyse at Nene Valley. His flight was 
a birthday surprise after he set up a PDS gliding day 
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Angus (Drumshade) 
MORE n IAN 100 p(·ople allended our upt'n day in Apri l, with 

the ch,}nc(' to "ee gliders up dose Jnd meel members. There was 

,l iso <l Ilying disp lilY frum th('· loca l modd aircra il club. The 

\vc{·~t'nd ;.Il so ~aw our youngc's! memh('r, C ary AII .l n, t<l king hi s 

fi r~t solo on his 16th I)irlhcby. Next da)', he hJd .1 !luJring flight 01 

5 .3 minutN. In M elY four members h.l d .1 week's C'xp<'o ition 10 

Nem' Valley, where Gory dchil'ved J furt her 1 =j ~()11I5, pult ing him 

w(:' 1i en route: 10 his Bronze:. NVGC \\' ~ rc gTC.)t hosts. Th cluh 

cuntinues to ify S.llunby dod Sunday and also midweek it 

numbers permit. Vis itors ,He .llways made welcome so if you ;w' 

in Ih t'! ;1rea, pl e.ase drop in ,IS une of our own instructors did <l 

couple of week:; d)2,O when h(' w,]<; flying ,) competit ion Jnd 

couldn ', quit (> makc' it to the fini sh , 

Graham Taylor 

Bannerdown (RAF Keevi/) 
THE longest U<lY wt:'t.'k('nd was great wil h 140 launches o n 

Saturday hdw{'('n cbwn and 6pm, .Jna ..1 fantas tic pig ro.lst In the' 

('ven ing with visitors (rom The R,\fG!)A Centrc' at Hallon and 

Nottingh.lm University Gc. Congr;lts go 10 i\!eil Geraghty on fin

i"hing his HronLl ', hi ~ Cro"s-cou nlry Endorsement ,mel Si hl (·~ r 

uuration . In late ,\-,oJY we had j-Bkt thermals up 10 5000tt ~tn d 

I)au l :vkTurk rrl <'ln<1ged five hours including somf' ti m!." scratching 

in O.S kts - well donC'. Arran Armstrong h.1~ passed (idel landings 

.md TU i~ b'1 Ck in the sky ailer a protractp<.i rciurb . l'rogress 

c-(ln tinu('~ on our new showcr5. dnd toilets th.:lnks to Simon f oster. 

Alisnn Arnoldmm Roberts 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
CONGRATU LATIOI'<S Ron Llln .1nd S.1ndy Xio on goi np, 5010 in 

the last few months. /Joth d id it smllJi SO<lring fli ghl on their i i r!i t 

so lu, It is good to S(,(' Ron lynch h,1Ck ,1f the dub <lnd ilying 

ag.1 in <lIter ill l1f"~ ;lnd major operiltillil . vYe h.uJ d good <' lI t'n~ 

dance for the m('!.1 1Jnd ;\ CM a l (he end 01 Apr il. Th(' ~m.ll! 

contingent of members vi siting the' Mynd h.,d ,1 rn i:wd '.veek. 

w ith li ttle fly ing but good food Jnd outings. Unfortunately tl1<' 

open d,lY wt' held at the (;!neJ of lVtay was rained o{f. hut we> had a 
number oi visitors and oJ good turn out of members to hC'lp run 

Ihe day. Sue (ll1d d numlwr of helpers kept the army w ell fed wil h 

bacon .Jnd <-'gg sJndwi c.h<:::.s . The fl ying week produced one good 

day - therc:.' W('n' alS(J (] number of I.m tlou ls, somc' oi wh ich w ill 

be rC'Olcrnberc·d by the pilots fo r a wh il e. 

Ian Smith 

Bidford (Bidford) 
AN inleresting stoJrt to the season, wi th iantaslic wca th C'r in April 

;, iter an aPrMlli ng winter. Our CF I has heen husy getting better 

qual i iieu, Jild Wt' arc' nnw i1ble 10 offer mor(:' on the pow<:'r side 

of things. \'Yr have chJn~ed our club single-scJ t glass ship to an 

A.:. tir, givi ng ~ great range of u~(~Jbl E' gliders: PuchilCzs, Capstan, 

M(,ltor Falke, KHs il ild ,\ stir. \'\le havf' h.1(/ some successful SOl.idl 

evenb, such ,):- the quiz to start the season, Ih Cou ntry & 

\'Y(!,~ t('(n Even ing ,1nd th(· Balloon Ril ce (organi!lcci by Simon 

VY.ltC'rf.1I1 ), ~lf)d look iorwcUd to th(' n<'xt ones. A5 I wrif(' this, Wl' 

J re being desc('nded on by ()ur RegioflJi Competition enlrdrlts, 

dlongside the Ihund('rslorm'i.! \,Ve kC:.'C-'p fi ngers (lrld loes cro5sed. 

Lynne 8urkert 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
LIKE all of u .~, we arc 5uiic ring il roor soaring ~(:'asnn btl! W(' iUC 

Irying to remain posi!lv('\ Our K- 2 1 i" du(' hilCk fnlm a complete 

Borders' Chris Francis, who so/oed a couple 01 days after his 

16th birthday, with Alastair Fish - instructor and club chairman 

refurb in Pol.:tnd ,md our (·' Ilrhu s ia ~ ti c ( FI , Marlin l angford, is 

alrC'<uly pl.Jnning ~I series of cro;;;s-country course.;,. A stc-'Jeiy 

stream oi v i')i to r!l from other dubs continue to cnioy our ridges. 

thC'rmJh ,md ~ummcr W~1Ve as usual .md keE'p our resident 

in.slru ctor [30 N il so:.on busy. Th~Hlks to strcnllOU!-i ('Iforts by 

s('vc:-! r~l( members, we hewe now procured a hoist for dis<lh lcd 

pil uts ~lll<.i tll'w lon~lth()n Harrlngton in our modifie.d K ~ 1J - it 

WJ S a i(ln taslle ri clY ior him and U!-i! 

Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
WE'VE two r('suits alrcildy in N.:llion'11 Championships, bnily 

Todd Wfln the Sport Cb .ss d nd GrJ.hJ.nl S~lW W :I$ runner lip in Ih(:' 

InlC'rm('uiall' o i Ihe i\1.ltionals ~lt Salthy - congratul ~llions 10 hOlh . 

At Booker Ih('re are <.11 50 congratul.Jt ions 10 be llffc.·rC'u: rr.1nk 

Norall IHHC Croup) on compi<:>ling his Silver, Micharl Gardner, 

Michaf'1Cill , John Hubhc.rstey and Surcsh Nilhar (Cadet) on their 

first solos, Chri<;t iiln Rrunscill'n (AI'K ) nn resoloing, Jeremy C ilhey 

Rob Kehr <mel Mkhael ei ll on i1ronzt' progn:.~~, Neil Passmorl' 

and Stc:.'\lC \Mlliams on becoming Ass isl ilnl instructors <-lnri Doug 

Hilton (1 Full-r.l ted in '5 truClur; Andy Betldey hJS ga ined his 

M GIR . VYhilc Hooker was dos('d for iI few clays ior A(;!u) Expo 

2007, $cverdl pri vate owners and cl ub gliders decamped 

10 HJddC'ni1.10l, t h~mks 10 Upward Ammd. Thei r nwmlwrs 

expc.rit'nred ~eroto\Vs, Jnd uurs winch laun<:·hing. 

Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 

WE h;)d two members go solo in ,\pril : Chris FrJnces and RronlC' 


pilot Dan Headley solo in power flying. HOlh were Oenefici ;lri('s 

0" the CJroline Trust, partly sel up 10 enc()ura~(' young peoplE' , 

esp('d<ll1y women to pJrtiei patc in gliding. 'Nell done to both . 

Keith lJlly organi sed <I Young Pt.'oplc 's course \\, ;Ih a IUl.iJl youth 

group. II wa:; ,·t rnixlurp of two flights p(-'r "Iudent per d~1y alld 

briefings in-bdween. Everyone ~' lj ()YL'd t.he week .Jnd ;) big 

thimbo to all thaI hclp(.oc: J. Some oi our nw mlK'rs took our K-21 10 

Carlisle lor cJ week J nd the soaring over the Penn;ne~ and l. Jh' 

Dis/riu was f,lnt.1slic. Th,1nks to Eddie Stephenson for organising 

the ,\o1iliidd d!lel1c!.1nce with ttw 1\ -2 ' , and onl' of our t u g~. \Vl' 

do s/ill have SpcKPS on OUt JulUI11 1 WJV(' w('("ks, ii anyone fan 

d e ... s.lmpling the M il field wav('. 

Rich Abercrombie 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
THE we.llher hilS been changl'Clhle.lI Rowbnd Fure::-. t but on(' of 

the better spe ll s of \\,('ather SJW t\'1ike Unsworth taking his i ir5t 

solo ailer hei ng put through hi ~ p.)( f ·S by en 1'C'le Desmond. 

RriJn LOrll<l5, who too k p.l rt in the' Inter-Club L",1gue event a( 

PocklinglOll, took iirsl plvet, for Ihe intermediate d.l!o:-, congratu

lal ions to you both. rol lowing the succC:-..'Ss of promoting our sporl 

at the Myerscough Open D~ly l u~ t yeM, this year saw our retu rn 

and although the fore.cast \Va:-- bleilk, the weather held Jnd there 

W.15 <l hu ge JIl10llllt of intf'rESI, helping us. to ra.ise mOlley (or thl' 

North \Nest Air Amhul.lnul. Th;mks go to ,III those llwmlwrs who 

gave Iheir l ime to lend J hdnd w i lh the proceedi ngs on ",holt was 

pOlent iallyoJ good flyi ng dllY. 

Phil PunVTracy loS<'ph 

Bristol & Glos (Nympsfield) 
\,YE had .:l greJ l time wilh "tE'tlrl1 or;Hlg ,- Jt Ihe pno of Easler 

\veek for thl-:': easyJct-sponsoled Women 's dl.'ve./Opmt:.'l1 t ...\'C'ekend. 

Bowland Forest went to Myerscough Open Day to promote 

gliding and raise money for the North West Air Ambulance 

GrahJm Morris, CF I ~( nine YC.Jrs and Dcn ever since, has 

h. lnded Over to RU5~ Fr<1nc is, w ho joins Gilvin vVriglf'Y as the 

olher [JerI. );H11 (:,S M etcalfe, tllgmil stc.r tor eight years, h.1s been 

rc.pl'JC~d lJy Lemmy T,mnf'r. \r\Iell dune to ')o l u i ~b M.lItlww 

Bennett, Greg O 'H.ls" n, j\ndy RI!t."d, O li l lewellyn, I;m Pric(" 

Md Taylor and losh Bau l11 (on hiS 16th b irthdllY). ongrat ulcl tiurh 

Simon Hawden (S ilv(' r di ~ tanc(') and Pat Greer (]UOkm go.lll. 

Maurice Freem;m I)IT, (In ex-Spitiir(' pilu t, helr! hi :, first i l ight in 

.lbout 60 years - clnd handlcd Ihe con trols he':\lItj(lJ lty! John 

t-'WIOIl , who is deal and lip reads, intends to ~I;)y until he gl...leS 
'Solo with mirrors Iri.l llC'd as ,1 ('(InlTnunic.llio n system . 

Bernard Smyth 

Buckminster (Saltby) 
THE th ird \0\'00<1 Jnd GIJss. competition (sel' p5]) at S.lltby had 

25 e.nlries, with John \l\l illi .1 l11s m'.l ki ng il .1 trehle in Ihe G I ~lSS ,:Inti 

Steve Knor k a lirsltimer in th(' vVood. Th,1nks to everyone. lor 

IhC'i r h('lp, espec i.1lly Adriana, P(>te, Calhy, Jane and M artin. 'vV(> 

havC' 20 new rTK'rnbers, in( luding a Fox synd ic<1 tC' Ih<lt secm~ to 

enjoy i\y ing the wrong Wily up! Stuart BI,Kk h<lS cornplctt:d his 

Bronze, r';l rky hJS actually flown hi s n('w DC-SOO Jnd S.lr<1h is 

IHl<;Y setting (I new tk ld l ~lIlding r('corel. l1a\,(' P currently It'J ds 

the' croso:.-counlry ladder, bUI thcrC' Jrc at le.lSI 10 pilo l :- hOI on 

hi :. tail! Sa llny is ofwn sevpn days ~I week and all {In.' welcorlle . 

Chris Davison 

Burn (Burn) 
FRANK Thompson ha ~ Ix-~n nlddt-' .lrl r!l.mDrJ ry Ufp M ember 

- he joined in 196 1 ,:mel was chairm;'1n ior m.my yedrs, an 

instruc.tor inlo his 70... and ~ Tug Pilot until w ell into his 80s. Jack 

Sh~lrples, who also joimx i the d uh over 40 y('<us ago, has retired 

irom flying aftN di~linglJ i :.het! servi ce dS CF-I (mri instructor_ Edn~l 

Sharp les has also rei ired from org.lni ;;; ing our soc;.)1 .lctivities .1 nd 

caff'ring Jftc r 40 ye.ars. \Nt::. thank them a ll lor the service they 

have given_Con~ra I LlI.ltions to Pal..Ji B.lssett on his fir:-t solo and 

Brorl:i (' leg on his sixh:.enth birthday. P.1ul h.)s aln;<<ld), rll~dc <1 

sign iiicJnt co ntrihution with his wi ll ingll(-'s5 to help at .111 tim<5. 

Gt:o rg~ Goodenough 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
THAI\l KS to those overworked inspectors w ho have been C of A 

ing the. ilc.l'l. \M_~ en jo),(,d Edinhurgh U niversity CC who liked the' 

Feshie wave t hi ~ :;pring. We al Feshie c-'x tcnd our c:ongrat1Jl.ltinm 

/.0 John \Villl ,lrns On hi histone I , 100km (light within the 

hounddric.s uf Scotl ~ nd . \'YEl.l DOI'J E! Congratula tions also to 

Bin nders-on, w ho has t.:ompleted hi :, Sitvt'r, w ith his pa I 

attc'mpts th(~ stull of clubhouse bal1ler. U uring our M~\yfes t J ~n 

Kctd.1(lr .:md Nick Nurrn,Hl fl ew l OOkm in the ASllu, with t'-.Iick 

ily ing J total of 1 ,OOOkm . \'Ye: .)Iso played hm! to many pilots w e 

hope 10 S(,'C during Octobcrtest i ron., S~p!elllber 29 10 Oc tober 

14 , Pit'.'']s(' hook w ith Ihe seuel.1ry chri~ (!}cilpe(c.lillie.flyer.co.uk 

Ch('ck out all details on our web" i\(' al www.g /i(/ing.org 

Chris Fiorentini 

Carlton Moor (Carlton Moor) 
1\o1lCK \iV<l1 1 is now ~I perman 'n t ah il1itio member. We took the 

opportUTlil >' to C of A the K- 13 whi le the CFI W.1S (1WJY helping 

on drl instructors' COlI r5C. llle fad th.lt he came h<1ck 10 iind it 

done illustrates the nOw li fe 111 the d ub . Brian Kylo and his gang 

continue with replaci ng hangar door sect ions. This is In awe

some project but is being tJckled in small sC'c tions, with ,J j ig and 
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Paul Basseff of Burn aNer going solo on his 16th birthday, seen 

with Jack Sharples, now just retired from Hying (Terry Bassett) 

pr(}dutl ion linc. \<\Ip flOW huvc J n("Jl tt ;) on !hl! g..t le d llhe hOlto m 

01 IhL' hill l1S the aidield cannol be seen irom the road. 11142 e FI 

has bl,t'n givcn d Il("W ch.J ir complelt'.> \ ilh parasol in ~lSC' the 

r()oi k\l k~ . Among JlIlhis indwary, we have rnan;]ged some fl y. 

jng, wi th most rm'ml p,; ~o;:l r i ng between the w ind .lncl rJin. 

Nigc1linS 

Channel (Waldershare Park) 
CO,' GR,\TULATIONS to Ken f l l i< who h", "" lIlcod hi s Bronze 

hadge at 70. Ken ~I:d rted gliding with a one,4diloY CO Urse:' gfven JS a 

rf1i, m~nt pwsenl. Sii'\cc I hc,~ he h.15 been .. valued club olnd 

commi tte membr f togf'~ hf" r wI,b his wi ft:'. 11e:uher Ken h..l5 
Ilowu In "li rcra ll (rom AVTO nsnns ~lnd irspoeti Oxfords m his 
NationJI 'it.; rV,Ct: dJys. 1(') Cesslkl and miCro lighls. His nex t gO~ll 

i'i to KO n u('5 count ry. A t the (~l her fmd of the age spectrum 
« mgrJluliUion 10 MillI VVd tet5, 17, \, no (le\v to Ringmcr Horn 

W.l ldcn:hJrc tQr his Silv~r dist<l llce. O thef 1TI<·mhers aged 

h{'I\\'('e'n III (-' two ::.oldl('r on w.lit ing inr the perff'C1 -.;o., ring rlay. 

Nigel Shepherd 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 
' H ~ ;mnu,l l expedition to Si!ttewn started nli well with some! 

liuJlI.?rh (nndilklO~ (I).wid Roht"'rts lJ llU Pete Sl r.lt1e.n GI ll lorrobo

r.trt'~, hut 1,.\ ' " Ilher d(llerior<Jlcd in rh ~ secono week This hJS been 

Il lilforL-'d b)' Ihe weat he r in UK, where it SI,lrlt'd ni t wcll lwfOf(' 

tt'It' ~ 11 ~(Jn \ rl l ded lne into Iht." rather more I h ~£1 wet M~1y Jnd 

IUfl(:, ~() Wf' ,I""" " II k)()k ing forw'ard 1o ~I h~li:'. r July M Id Augu ~l 

with the Inter ServICes In the fi rst lu ll w k of lne Jil l! :lr at 

HOlln ing16n. \,Ve are bene.fi ting from the Duo Discus XI and the 

Di,cus 2("t - Wf' Just n :«f the \-\. Lh~ 10 tly and pny ior Ihem. 

Andrew Hyslop 

Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 
Wt hi1v~ h.ld a mixed bag of weather w ith sOme potentiall y good 

dJ)''io hhghtL,<J by poor vi ..lbillty. However, MJ:Y 26 W J !!o outsltlnd

1"& ,md brought ilver dUr;nlf)n fli ghts (or r'h i! Kellman iJ nd Fred 

Brown. Andy Wi1lSOn and 0 .L10 MoIIJ;lm ol lso.&lchieved Bronze 

jlAgbls 0!1 the s.lrn (" d,lY. An&/ <; second flight W;}5 in ('XC~ o f two 

hliUf), ~(J <-Dunts tmv.ud his Cros;;-COtJnt ry Entior5€m~ Il ' as w t:;l l, 

hUI he WJ unable to cI.l im his ·ilv r h ighl o\\'i n~ to J baro

wapI'! [,)ff, Gfillll "'r Smith n \'II the U\I e1s cllionals al OCJna, 

)\Jo1in L~C'· •.1150 p.J2). Allhaugh the \\'cJlher \Vasn't brill iant, it 

ended lip iI six-day co nlest lmd hc' took the opportun ity IC) re· 

J CCjuainl himscli w i th ex-cl ub membPrs ' /'(-v(' O l('ncier, who now 

Ii'/o in 'pain; dfld M drl in DurhJm. \\tho 113:::' moved In 1t.J ly. 

Polly Whilehead 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
CONGRATULATIONS to David ROverts, on hIS BGA Gold mcxJal 

(tnci 1"h(' Air U:.1RUI>" Jf1'ffrey ui ll Me(t~ 1 (or d i t; lI n g~Ji sht'd ,Ind 

dt!diL,1ti:d ~r.'i c:e nvcr many y i1 ~ f5ee pJ6). The c! l"lb ~h . t rtcr d 

;1 DCl trom ,'\i( I\tl .~ln!iq ue ft f'ld 35 members arrlYcd In '5lylp, ~It 

Duxiorrl :\i r O il). fhan ks tn EugenP' Ldrnbert ;"\nJ Ri ch. rei Kill fo r 

o~,1 ni~ tng lhe trip. ~i ch.lrd hJ~ .i:llso Cl uJ liiied as fi n A,ssistd nt 

irWrtJl lor bL~ i tl~ lJeing social secretary and tug ri lot. \ 'Ve h.1V{J' 

100 m.lli'tt'Ci l,lu lll hes with lei~ms to improve $i1ff~f )" imd d ii rif"nry 

and Ihlli i<. working vcry well w itn I n €'xtJd £2, 00 levenUl..." 

dUlm~ the sprinR. Expedit i on~ hi1vt'l made to PodmoJk and 

i.;! ALliJ.lll. The dub dc.ci(h:d 1<' rein(orre the rr~i ni ng f1:!'P1 ann h<15 

pun h,l<;('d two P\<V6s ior deliv~ry In e.lfly 20U8. 

frank Birfison 
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Chris Aldridge, above leN, ,.nd Tim Johns of Devon & Somerset 


GC are two recenl soloists at the club 's North Hill site 


Cranwell & Nottingham Uni (RAF Cranwell) 
rlRST LY col'tRr,) tul~l tions 10 t'\J(=t:l Atkins, w ho completed his Silver 

d ist.ln!'£> during the Inter·Club Le;)gut! , lso In Jop Bull { U ,0 

who wen I solo - w II done to you both . Pete.r Kingwill continucs 

nl.JkinA WK.ld progress lowarcls hi .. N PPL and is looki T1£ iOr\vard 

to d m~\\' perSfWCtive on ilying. I am also iven Lo understand th il l 

clurillg Ih recent In er-Cl uh competit IOn dUrl ng .1 ' 70km ta.sk the 

ASH 15 (two up) W <l,q; giVf>n.l dU5ili ng oil by an LSB in 1 S· me-Ire 

Il~odc! \-Vell WnJl l.Oln one S;"IY< Finall y a !htlnk )lOll to 1'v\ iGk 

\I\IOOc/ , w i tho ut whose ullell (lon to our poweren .l lrer,lll our 

pnjoymenl of thi ;; grell r spurl w(l uld be I~ dlld n(i/ fC)rA~ l i n g 

i'v1ick Lf'E.", \\rhtl~ firm but gen.lo remi nders in c.1rry ing oul our 

prc-,.,..",n r.eld I,,"ding checks in tho motorglider h,wQ '1.:" he<! 
everyone 0 11 landing out. 

Zeb lama 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
AT our ACM \Ve f'ndol::'eU Ihe curnrl1 tlter 's modest incrr'.olSCS In 

subscript ions <J ncl launch (ees, J.nd noted the gre, I bC."nefit 0 1 

.lC hi ev i n~ Co\SC sl<Jltls. O ur fli ght of AmnlC.· B.l dgf? men are 

Gegi nning to ~ I ug it out: Mike Jardine h il S '. lIce ~illlly compl~lCd 

Ihe Cmss~C()un t.ry Entiorsel11t.:nt, O.iWC Jesty :md Gus Pcarce have 

both !'o.Ht'fiiDr ov('r two hour!i, OJIlf' ()btnf ntng .1 Silver height , 

Ion. In ApriL we m("lilageri to gf'1 :; ix gliders ~ imlllt~ln C'o ll s i ')' <tir o 

bOrllf: in WdVl? Ihdl t(x,k SIeve Le\'v i ~ to more tll <1 n l O,OnOit. Our 

thank" to [),l\'C' Bourchier, John H;mton (lnd AiJn Holland (or 

providing Ii'll:! 'new' w inch, and n m gr,l tulallOlls to AI~ln Iio lland 

Cm beinR awarded ,1 BGA D iplQrllJ l(l r l he vcrv grcJI contribution 

he' hat:. madE> to th" Li ll.! and hi ~ long service at:. an in,lru( 1m. 

Marlin Cropper 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
REACHING 22,OOOlt on Ja nuJry 3 was a hi nt of Ihings to (" me: 

Roy Wilson hru; completed his fifth SOOk", ilight of 2007, Charlie 

Jordan d id his first J OOkm to cOn1plctp Gnl d iJnd Bruce Cooper 

d irt a super rliHht of B5 0km. l lli.:re h.:'lVf' he n il number of new 

solos - collwalu lations 10 Soot), L~uru, Sleph, Gi ll "nd lill (G ill 

re-- o loing aiter <1 r;!pon brcJkU. VVe hJ~ hdd lX)wling nighlJi and 

<I ll evenriu l h.ubccuc night, th.-l nks to Lol l)rJ Cam ron n u , !1€\oV 

social ::.ecreta.ry. The C]p'Stim repJ ir is aimnO:;l c;::(} mplcte, w h ich Is 

i) gOf.)d exLuse (or Jilother PJrty. CFl Mikp LCI~ w.:t ;"\ \~rdf'f'l the 

Chairman')' Tropny at the AGM 10 ~how ml'mhers' Jppreci.J l ion 

for the hard work he ha, flul in. SP(-' wlVw.ukmsc. co.uk ior 

inforrn,)linn on the UK Mountain Soaring Championsh ips. 

Charlie lordan 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
IN April .)t J packed ACJ\·I, th e: commi ttee announced th ;}1 we 

had fini sh d the y -l r in J mud , stronger fi n ~tnciJI posltiun. 

like C1 t (Jlh", sma ll('f dlJh ." il i:::. a ch l)lIpngl~ 10 m~l \..:e ends meet. 

Till! IOt'U~ tur Iht! cum ing year is club developmen t. Further 

grcwllrl wmks h.·w e luken pl Jce, impruving tht! launch area - a 

big bf>nefi t opera ling with I"g~, ~I'i it cI ·.ll!) Ih or '-'rating dreJ . 

Publids tng the benl: lifs n f fl ying in Nnrlh VV.11 · IS J ISCI J prior ity. 

Ptease send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding_co,uk 
or to Heten Evans, BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan 
Way, Leicester LE1 4SE to arrive by August 14 for 
the next issue (tater deadtines at www.gliding.co. uk) 

Ken Ellis, 70, of Channel has eamed Bronze, He began gliding 

after a one-day course that was a retirement present in 2002 

!)eyerul d uG:::. h.we visilt...od over Ihe spri ng l,.vith m~lny hours oj 

enjoyclblc fl yi ng and sever'] l he ight. d Jims resulting. A f.JVour<lGle 

country mf'mhershir ,l nd Sl irl{·( ~h·)r, l gt! P<'lCkag i~ heing pl«l nned 

fur next win ter - spend if en joying ridg ,mel W;;IVC r.llner th;ln 

cir(.u it ba5hing! The web ,ile I, at www.dellbight: .idiI1HcluIJ.cu.uk 

Paul Jewell 

Derby & Lancs (Camphill) 
f\PAI-!T (nlt ll the I cmperatur~ , winter 5 L:Cn"1~ to h;we conlinued 

into <;pring and SU III mCl". H()\v('\'t'r, we l1,1v(' .J new Elfe o n sile , 

\velcomc J number of new members ~\Ud our SiJI1lm(' r stair" M(' in 

fu ll ~wing, en~bling ~ven day~ ,) wePk il ying. The simul.ltor 

harred on a Jilnus front nd is- look Ing go()d. This i ~ remarkable as 

it seemed to arrivc In several dustbin,>, b UI Diet r Pull ck has J.>UI 

the i ig~"lW IO~dher. Hart' lI lI YI nrx i i Uf>o we "h,lll h ' Jhl.; <, 
report Ihal it h.ls Oown. June IS ;) busy month w ith members' 

Our'S6 for pre-t:.olo ~Itld Bronz.e, and the next rn,)jor event is the 

Vi nl.lge R"lI y. wh n we l''Xp...~t m,lny old friends. Congratu lations 

to Mike Pip,g in for g() t n~ 5010 and ( has M ;:Htin inr re-soloing. 

Dave Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
CONCRATULATIO NS to> Chril Aldri d~ • who h., gone sola and 
11 .,<1 i ive ~ood ",10 ni ghts that dOl)" "nd 11m lohns h~d Ihree good 
ii rSI w lo llighL<;, tWll o f them being longer than all hour. The d ub 
welcomed PPIC Str<1 ltcn Jnd Patrick Naegeli in May Illtlking an 

()ificid l visit on hehali o i the AGA They SOlid Ihat they IikP.d our 

sitC', our we;) ther, ~lfld t h~ 3Uratlive Devon countryside. In the 

f'vuning r\!ff' galJe an in formrl tivp talk aGout th<:' workings of the 

AGA .1nd the progress with Eurnp 10 hLumonisation. VVC" have 

our ex "e llent n~\\' laund ' IXlint vehicle,. designed and bu il l by 

Mike RuiJi nson w ith J 101 of innovative detail and offic: i"J lly 

"OP('otXi" hy l'tl lri c.. a~eli ongr<l/ulalKmS. to our dub leam 

who Me In n r~1 pOSition w i th narrow If:'ad 01 anI' poin t .lttH the 

fir::.! round of our Inter-Club L&lgU(', \·vhich \VJS hl'kl at Upavon. 

Kaye Alslon 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
SPRING tJsk weekend was a washout, but we hope lor bc Her (o r 

our July week. Rob and Tim lin~ did la st Qut .md re!u rn~ to 

I ongll"ll in M.1Y. \,Ve art' blJSY wi th mid·week ily ing. Jnd our 

recently acquired Capstan is proving to b r opular. We ;:Irc in 

ncE....o of more ..b ini tios 1(1 IrJ in. \ IVe hl1v(! th<:: instructors Jnd the

.lircr.Jft. and our address is on the OGA w~b5. i LC. nl ~iO ks to J 101 

of h;}rd work, our dubhou'C Jnd ronl.liner arc flOW w~terp roof, 

~lIld our reiu rbishcd ki tchen is ill ~. '-\Ie ~ re getting more in ter· 

esl In mC'111ber<, le<l rning tu dri ve our refumishecl winch, whi ch 

now hos a cnmfort<lbl wcath r-pr, to( cab, Jnd sett ings for wind 

speeti .Jnd ~ Ii der type, and an engi ne th ':H runs 0 11 lPG, givi ng LJ<:; 

la u rtch~ dt roughly hll~f 1he! em,t. A big tn.ank you to Skylaunch. 

Colin Weyman 

Dukeries (Darlton) 
aUK iricnds from Newark and Notts h;w e- passed a rC'SQllJ tion to 

amJlgamate with Dukerics and it is highly like ly that hy the tim£' 

5&C goe.<i to pr \\o'e wifl have forma li "'d our d ision 10 jo in 

the two ubs (see pi). \ 'Ve have 10rmed a new committee to 

enSlJr ;) that we gr.lsJ.) every opportunity availJ.iJ le ~It DJrl tun, 

which is proving to he ,1n oxccll nt . aring site. We. IlJVE' 

appoi nted John Maddison as cn from July 1, so John SwannJck 

C.ln ~~nd mQre lime fly ing his imbus 2C wit h syndi catE"' 
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LOCKS AVAILABLE AGAIN! 

lime during it 
See them in a ur 

Our blocks were !;o popular last time we're offering them again An initial investment of 
3 000 can be increased by.$l,OOO, 1,800 or $3,000 - depending on how long it will 

rema'n valid (Ihe shorter the validity, the greater the valuel . 
The new blocks will be worth $6,000 With 0 hree year volidity $4,800 wilh 0 4 year 
validity or $4 000 wilh a 5 year validity. Pion your own $ovings 
And for added flexibility, Ihe $4,000 block may be transferred to another owner 01 any 

life. Come fly at greo Iy reduced prices 01 the world's greotes soanng sitel 
veb site @WWW.soorminden .com 

Call Tony or Fred at 1·800345·7627 or 775-782-7627 • SOARMlnd ft , P,O. Box 1764, Minden, NV 98423 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
UK Mountain Soaring Championships • 2nd-8th September 2007 

Fantastic task area " ... Better than lx round Swindon. " 
Contact: Mary-Rose Smith Phone 01569 730687 - E-mail maryrose.smith@virgin .net 

We are also taking bookings for September and October - contact Mary Rose 

WORTH NOTING 
With the lowering of upper airspace to FL195 Aboyne will have the only 7 day a 

week access to FL245 in the UK - Diamonds any day of the week! 

Contacts 
Web: 

www.deesideglidingclub.co.uk 

E-mail: 
office@deesideglidingclub.co.uk. 

Phone: 01339885339 

www.REFINISH.biz 

Glider repairing & refinishing in Poland 

Great prices - Superb quality and service - BGA approved and insured workshop 

Refinishing 
The workshop in Poland has already completed nearly 
150 UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality 
finish and service with minimum hassle for our 
customers 

Open Class, Standard & 15/18m 
Complete Refinish in T35, Schwabellack or "2 Pack", 
All Mylar seals replaced, cockpit repainted , Numbers 
and logos replaced , full weight and mass balance of 
control surfaces, minor surface damage filled, BGA 
CofA provided. The glider Gel coat is effectively 
returned to "as new" condition . 

We look after all the arrangements and can provide 
collection and delivery as required. 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services 

Repairs 
*** £400 cashback offer *** 

We provide a £400 cash back incentive for any major 
repair work carried out in 2007. 

We offer a full, no hassle glider repair service, including 
door to door collection and delivery from anywhere in 
the UK. We give fixed price quotes and realistic 
completion dates. We have done major repairs for 
several large UK clubs. 

*** Repair and Refinish service *** 
For gliders being repaired we can offer a very, very, 
very good deal on a complete refinish at the same time. 

Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford, Northants, NN6 6JJ 
Tel +44 (0)1858 575665 - paul@crabb.biz 
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Club news 


Luke Smith of Peterborough & Spalding is presented 
with his wings by CFI Martin Ewer, upon his going solo 

Ihl/ inef I)il\,(' U rpelh, our UUfg(')ing Ch,)irm,ln. John T."llhot moyf.!S 


(rom :;ecrl'l ,lry 10 \"kC' up the ChJir <lncl I I.)ke the secretary's job. 


We 1 1 1tI 1\~ those retiring. lr you 'o\'<)./ ll to spend ~nmC ime on a 


grC'JI ~ it{' ),Oll wi ll he. 1ll,lde most wdcome. 

Mil\eTerr)' 


Essex (Ridgewell) 
IT hJS 1K'c.:n :, quiet heginninf\ to our sO.1ri ng -Seaso n, but well 

done to 5It'\,(' Rheni us on Lonverting lu lh club K~8. W · ilr ~ lO 

1)(' reprDent(~d at d lor-it l ~ tc where we bore to l ~lkc J glider ~n rl 

Jllr,lCt Il('W !llf=' 1ll ber~ . Our 1\ .M held in o ur clubhouse i lt Nonh 

W('a1d was wf'i l ()lIendc.·(j with d iscussio o n h,')w the cl ub 

~huu 'd mov(:' forwMd Thit, )rc.::.d r the Ch;}i rm~n~' Cup for M erit 

\V,l<' .1\\"<lrcled 10 Peter Pc'rry, ml,lch to my surprise! \ 'Vi lh .)11 the 

fJi n ;md 'iun we; h3vt! been having Ihe gr.1'3 ..II Ridgew ell has 

l)t 't.'ll wowing JpaCe ,lnd nur ttwnks go 10 illl w ho have helped in 

l't'lling It short, ann mainlJini n)J, Ihe cutt ing equipment. 

Prier Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
WITI I tl1(: :-,o.Jring ~c.lSOfl 110W in iull wi ing the .lchievC' I11f' llh 

hook i ~ ~(.'(,1Ilg mote l'n lr i (~. Congr<1 tulafi on, 1.0 Ji m \'Vhyt(' :md 

Colin Oown(--:; on their Bronzes, and to DQUR John3<Jn on doing 

hi" ; Okm, fivl' hour.s Uur':ll ion and Silver height ,a ll in one fhglll , 

.lnd then returning home tor a IOOkm out-..md-back . · Brad Y 

Bmdinrci JJ<;o dE'.s:erves a men tH) n tor ~ uing his five hmlrs w ith 

.m exira two hours 10 sp re - just to make .sure o i ill Trial nighh 

.• : ~d d.1Y r()u r~e'i con ti nu("' .11" .·lre w ith pos it ive respon from 

mJny ··clJstOlT1e l ~" . hopefu ll y leildi ng to more members joi ning. 

Dick Skinner 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
DOUBLE conW,)lul.)tions to haun Milchinson, (o r >olo ing (l nd 

~oJrlll" Inng (·nout-.;h lor hi 1.l i i fl. Bro nl O I.eg. He IS p1ctu red 

I~ ,II)(w~ ri~ht) being conSr;llulaled on his so lo by 'h rlslill C:! 

BOlf~tr /ln , I h4~ Director ui hi, FiJO lub , We wekum " had Ri ck 

HurI1j··u. who h ,J~ undergone extensive m;1 inten ,Jr"H; t: nn h l ~ hil c;k 

,md proves Ih ,H he" bCX' 1l fi :l(ed b }1 touching his 10('(" ;lnc! smili ng 

(II thC' ~l m4.:.' tinw, and Min k Beckh.lI11 has rf ·turned tn IhC"' fold 

<ilh"r \\lr ious toms .lW<1y. \Nell done to Coli n Logue and A I 

Fordh.1ITI iar 1~3 ini ll~ their 81 sta tu .lnd to TImmy Edmunds for 

h,J \l ing his As~js tCl nt Rat ing confirmed. 

Graham French 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 
WI I'w l disapPQinting wPtl thr r or our club w(~k in May, but 

th('n:: wert' ..J cuuple- ul 'ccllr'nt riav", sodring during (he week. 

,\At'lI1ber;;; m,l(iC' Ihe most of Ihp nl to gel some Cffl s- ounl ry fl y ing 

in, and l l'S K<I),(' loond \ uve. w ith .a dimb to (J.600h .. VIJe sh re 

Ihe ,liri idd w ith a w ide r.l ns," o j other ilir sportS. lc,te:r this 

~umm('f we w ill holVe the oprmtunily to watc.;;:h un Jeroh,lI ic 

((lrnpPli tICJIl and il bn the annuJI Air Race. \IV€: \Velcome bJck 

~oy PJlnrcr, who h.1S fC'fJJ rnoo lO Cl ive !lying a(t (~r a long lay-ofi 

14J II/ok ~l fler hi .. wife:, \".fc il rC' 01 1-;0 plca<;e.d Ihil t w e c; urrcntly h.wC' 

thrr"f' pn'-so lo pi lol.Sc - (ur CI s.nlilll cl ub, thil t's very encouraging! 

Diana King 

Highland (Easterton) 
O'iE SUfldJ), in April w.l5 foreGtst tu be \Vindy and ju:-; t thrE't' 

ili~hh were' nlildC' - in one Robt.'rt Tai t look PC'tpr Cood r"C' llow up 

August - September 2007 

Ryan Berry, seen being congratutated by Robin May, 
is one of a clutch of recent soloists at London GC 

in Ihe Aero and d id )21 kill , and in ~rnolher Slu.1 rt ,"-!aylor and 

C l luill Reid clocked up 420km in the Duo Discus. Tlwnk yuu 

gOt ,:. to Phil Penro'!..c \Vho r<m .1 sue cC'..; :; iul train ing ("ourse in 

Apri l. The firs! lag 01 the Scouish Inter-Cl ub l eague WdS he.ld at 

Po rtlTIoJ k in M~ly. Tile HGC team (Phil Penruse. StuJrt N3.ylor onu 

John Thomson) made second pklc..< O ur en Robert T,li l 7l nri his 

young $O n Inn, although not fl ymg in the compBtit i c..')n, went 

round mos t () f th t", pundif.S' tJ.)k on the Salu rda}' in th Acw 3flO 

did so well t.::omp"'rI'fl 10 the com pe1. ito Ih.1 1. the (li rcrll fl ls nm-\' 

being r·d ned to .15 the AS I"i cro~ 

John Thomson 

Imperial College (Lasham) 
50-1001 '5 out fur summer 50 out <"0111(' thE' gliders III July. ir Ge 

vi s.it Rayskala in Finland \." ilh 16 tJx -doogen io r a w ho le month 

nf Cro s.s -country soari ng and sauna! In Au gust, ", mie il nd Shl.lun 

(ilnd hopeful I}! ndy!) w ill fly the' Jun ior N3tional>, plu many 

student pilots in our trusty G ron, w ith OlJ r si m i larl y trus ly A ki. At 

home, the cross-country oaching in itiative hOI kicked oft' 

thMlks to a ll the rnenIUr5! from t\lJgusl, the new comm ittee ta k 

uver wit h EJi Hn;l at th h 1m - th(> best of luck ttl the-m l For me, 

school 's cl( lu.) lI y out forevcr, as my time ;]1 Ie drJw$ 10 a dose. 

Bi g thanks go out to ('v~ryonf' who 's helr<-'fl me in my i ive- y(o il r~ f 

ily ing Jnd four ye.lrs on the committec: I teel truly priv i leged, 

Shaun Murdoch 

Kent (Challock) 
( ongJiJ tu l.l t ions go to D~lVi d Pye tor achi evi ng his Silver; to (oli n 

Fretwel l i.l nd Chll ';; ~rebhy 1m ac.hipving H.l<;.i, In.struClor r.1t ings 

and !o Steve Godlt;:nM n for h is PPL. 1 look forw;J fd to bei ng .)b le 

10 report more :-.uccesse5 n xt ed ition. \·\fi th .lccommori <l lion ilnd 

car..1Viln she, C.l~ dOd 111c..J1provl'> ttUl, brid ing fatili l il!5, exp.lnd

i n ~ fl eet Jnd a ridgt.!. w hy don'l )'Oll and ;J fC'w friends ho()k up 

your trailers ;lnd vi !'I! ? www.kenr-!!/iding.clul).co.uk 

Darren N Palmer 

Kestrel (Odiham) 
TH F W o1!oo n h"" been progr ing w ell wilt I a nu mber of OlJr 

nt'"'' r pilots v" (Hktng therf wl.IY through ArorJze Jnd Silver legs. 

CC)f1 grJtulations go to Chri s: l"i vde. Kt.'ilh PoWi:.>1I Jnd Rolli n 

Co llJO urn(' I'm goi ng 0 10 Jnri te) Barry Seil fey on his fe-so lo, 

",hil t' J reCf:' nt open day hJ.s i ncr('~l~(·d inter t In the c lub w ith J 

numher oi new member':.> being recru ited. 

Neil Armslrong 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
\'VE hJd ,1 \'er~' ~uc (" f' ~ ~ iu l B<lfn Dance in MelY. Despite Iht' fou l 

w eather <thout ao peop!e h':l(1,1 grc.lt evening danc ing to the 
\Voodsidcr:-. dnd thei r excf'lI f' ll t cal lpr Rob Ila.)kell. If YO ll didn'l 

nlJlcc i t Ihi'i Imw dl) Iry ~l11d io in us nl'xt time. No ~()c.i .ll ev~ nl S 

riuring Ju ly (we wi ll bC' reulVc..:ri ng Irom Ihe 11,lnp,J( PMt)'! ) - JU St 

rc l ~'ing on some good W('il th('r for grC'at i1 y ing. All~~ust w il l sr>e a 

h ive oj act ivity \ It ll the Open CI(J~' N,l tinn'l l hampion.;h ip fm m 

August 4 -12 Ih('n our own Regio [l;l! Competit ion Irom Aup,ust 

18-26. O ur restlUr<1n l ilnd har are opc n every OilY. 

Marjorie Hobby 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
n~ r.VO R Shdrplc":'s h<1 S ! ~l k('n over irom Kl:' llh Brown .15 s.e( rtlt;lf)·. 

Trevor Jod D~l\I e. King have both gon > so lo - well done cha p~ . 

Shaun Mitchinson of Fenland is congratulated by 
Christine Boughen after doing his first so/a flight 

Thl! cl uh rnJde it un lu BBO fo r all the' rlglH reasunS: w ith our 

il1du:-. ion in "'Escapc' 10 Ih .. Country" \\lhil:h W;)S ~I fa irly poSilive 

po rtr.lya l o f glidl ng_CFI Uick , kerry slill "wait, Ih ' ronl,"CI 

which he thought w ould ~ u rc l v !(~Ho\V. O ur fl yi flg pf01jmmmc is 

5till fu ll wi th flying underpriv ileged youngsll:> f l; on ~l grJnt frl'"lJn 

the Linco lnshir'" co mmunlry tron! \ e are Jist) dn ing severa l 

evenings (or the. luc.JI \lVOfllC'n 's ln5titlile. 

Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
1 H AN KS go 10 Anri tlll Hohhs. who stepped down from the 

c-ommi t1 at the r nl AGM: ;15 well as taking Oil market ing. 

new members. o1no ~oc:i.1 1 ru les O V{!f th~ years. he pmdu ed the 

exr....~lIen t pho tograph~ of cl ub pt..~nil l ltles USed in uu r SC'fi(; of 

.58· J advertisements. Congr;] tulaliono; 10 fi tst so l o~ DilVi d H ayden 

((m his 16th bi rthtb y), Ry.Hl Berry, and V endy lark, ~ nd to 

re-solu Pct~.r HHI. Ewan CrO!Jb 'e <lnd Adam Robcns have 

a hieved dte.i r Bl ral ings. O ur evcfl ing fly ing group$. are o fi to J 

Weat start. Pierce ClJoper enjoyed his birthday fl jght last y<mr so 

m uch th~t he r tu rned - u n hi!! <)81h - for .1nQthff i1 nei h,1 s 

prom ised to come bJck nQ>.: t yeMI Despi te tl1f.~ inconsistent 

wea lher Cr()..)"'-u..)unlry go t oif to .1 good SfJ rt; ( )11 June 2. eight 

pi lots ,}(·hif'vcd SOflkm flights and thr re \" ' ('""VcraI 300kms. 

Andrew Sampson 

Loughborough Students (RAF Wittering) 
OUR ASK- Jj .~ ucc(,s <;(ll il y returned from its overhaul, hC<l r inJ; the 

club's I(;)l ni ng colours tm ar("1On, w hit!' and grey)! You t:itn r Hkp 

th{' S"ch me or not. but mOf(~ import-;-rnth' it makes th~ aircraft 

eX lr t"~ rn e l y conspi U()US \ hen .Iirbnrne.. Ou r .j)ctivities have 

rL-ciuced <;oll1e'>vhat in the Ian 'r pari o f our term due' to JIT15. 

However, Ihe Cluh's nC\.,; b:C'C h;rs now t"ke.fl ()ver, with Robert 

I.ockwood chD j ri n~ . VVc have .I n cod-of-term bi1l'becuelp..i rt}" 

pl..Jnned at \" ' itt<!ring. P repJr;) ti o n ~ rm~ ..J lso bei ng m"'ldt~ to ~entj .1 

le.am to the I n'e r~ U ll j vcrs i ty Task \<\feek ilt Aston Dow n and the 

vVood Shl!1 Competi tio/1 <it She ningtofl. 

TImolhy E Pennock 

Midland (Long Mynd) 
ADAI'" Harris h')5 gone solo. just after h i .. 16 th bir thd<i Y. M Mk 

\i\/ill i .1ms hJ5 ioined our pm les.s ion,l l w inching tC1':a rn . Tht!' 

Rockpo llshers. t('am is in the IE'ad aftcr Iht:! fi rsl two evf'nl ... . ( r05S 

cOllntry co,tehing is ,lCt ivC' .I t wf'f'kpnrk ;\·tl rk S..m de. ,is ladder 

steward c rHouragl's U:-. tu record flights on th(' nJI·lon.al ladder. 

The new two-d..w weekend trJi ni ng courSe ~ nd the Thu rsday 

t 'ven i llg Cou r~ Me populM. Recent v ic;ito rs came from Mf'nrl ip 

and Aelg ium. il nd ....dr i oll~ memhc rs ;J UJ on glid1ng lrip~ .)broJd. 

Probab ly Ihe ItY.oCSI land-oul to ho me was hv the T-2 1, w hi h 

lann J in the. s~mc f,el d Iwi on the 5J me day - 311 p ;,. rt 01 the 

rel ( i~l...· story. O ur r()S.S.<Qunl fY r....sk \"'eek funs as uSlJal fAugust 

lH-26J. Vi sitors arc:' welLumc to th is competition, run along 

E nt ~rp ri s l' lines. 

Ann Parry 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
\<\fE no\\' h J\,(: bo th two-S('~lt rrs on l ille. Our m ini Task \·V(·(,k 

enjoyed iinc bUI not cross-country wp,l l her. \ '\fl' w ere joi n("d by 

four member!'! o j Ang Ll !l GC; three.:.' 01 them cony ' rtcu 10 n t1W 

I YPI!~. \"~h i ! sun , nuii said. \,Ve had our i irsl group i ly ing day when 

w u flew 20 members o i the IOGll P.lrki n~o l1 ' ~ D l"'case SOcie:1 '. 
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Club newsObituaries 
Tony Dickinson - Denbigh, Derby & Lancs 
n IS wi th grt'<ll ~. Idn("i !' Ih.ll \n' r!:'Porl llw dc,llh ol Ton), rJ i ck in~on 

( 1enG-2UOi ) on I~~hru.lry 20, 2007 folluwing d ~ hort illness. 

Tuny COfl1ll1enc.e0 gliding as. ,I I~l'n.lger .1ncl cOl1li nu('d 10 be ,1 11 

.1ccmnpli "h('d and (.'Illh us i.Hili<, glider pilot throughout hi" lite. He 

h.u1 been (1 lllemhC:f 01 nerhy~hi((' ~~ 1.1Ill clS ilir l:' G .11 (.unph iH, 

where hl' was d ll in structor iOl many yc,HS ,II1d lIl'w h i~ libelll' 

unl il 2Oil] , \v~1('n hI:! was in\'ited to be CFI .11 Df'nbigh Ce:. Tony 

\\',15 wel l fl'SpeCI('d, .111 ('x(C'lk'lll ifl~l ructor ;ltlcl v(-'ry popubr. H<.,' 

\V ,I:, keen 10 p.1S5 on hi ~ (.':\p<'r i(,'on' 10 other pil( l!..:) .lilt! alw•.1YS 

rn.ldl' s<l ie:" Y hb priority. IVI.my 01our pilol :-' k .lrllcd d huge .1111ount 

(rom (lying with him and talking to him ;lhout his ('xpcl' il'llc{',,;; . He' 

m,l(Jc a great contribution 10 our llub Jnd will be weJt l)' mis.sed ,'It 

O"">nhigh ,mci uy l1l . lnY other pilots \\'ho kn -'W him throughuut the 

gliding r O lllmUl1it ~,. 

Dave CaCherwood 

Allen Farmer - RAFGSA, Windrushers 
ON April 27. more Ih, " 100 people gath~rcd at the OxfOrd 

Crcnl"Jtorium lu rn mmemnrJte Allen fJrlllCr (lYV)-? O(J7 ). A I~ ;1 ( 

\ \lLIS bo rn in 1Y) <J with in the sound uf l30w bells ilnd durin!; til l! 

wJ r was eva<..u,H~ to \Iv.lles II w as her' Ih-:H he fiB( m('1 V.J I Jnd 

hi;;; intPfcst in WOOl n ) u rfL'd, ,lit int('rt.!5 t fe(..Tl r1d on ly 10 s lidi ns ! 

" her the V.." H AIJs love of Ilying heg.m ')s J hoy with me-Idel s liders 

II,en prompted him to join the Ai r I~orcc in the Il1jd ~ 195OS. His ,glid

ing !'I<'lrted SO yedT'.i 'lg~ ill Cornw all (he dirl his fi ve hOll r ~ on Ihe 

cil l is at Perra nporthl and continued in Baliyk(dly in tip earl) 60s 

and ..It Four Counl[~ from 196(1. l ie S.O(IIl 1x..."C.lme ml)re i nv(~h· .-·d 

in Ihe d ub .lnd the RI\FGS/\ ,,;;; tre,15llf(lr .lnd insurance member, 

Ihe laller br inging him in C(ulIlIc t with Ch~lrli c Bridg~ o f 

SedS",,, ick's <l nd 1..Ile r t-ISIJc' who beCtHllC ..I l ife~ long friend. In Ihe 

t:J rl y 1970$ AI ininoo john I ><:/aiield and D ickie Feakes in 66. th n 

1\1 rox, Stu t"·\ulhollJ.nd, ,\-\ax Bishop J.nd Di ckIe i ll 227, ,1Ild laler 

M ax Kirsc hner .1IId CIHi .. Gilded in thl' ASH, r-\iV\ \,Vith J .:;yndi 

ClIe tilJ t induded M.1X dntl Oi( kit.: they h,"Id to go lor ~{)mt.'lhing 

big, AI '~ 011C:' b ig ~oa l w"-,, to Ill' one 01 the fi rst 100 people in the 

UK tu ,ltt.lin .tl l lhrec D i~lmuncl:. . •md ,liter h i~ SOOkm in 197[1 thi :;; 

IO(lked (l("ili('v,lble. All hl-' ",.lIlted \\'a ~ hi<:' heigh t, ,<"hieh "ftC'l 

nUnlerou s. Irips to " hoyne ~1n d Ui sh t"orth ~I ill duded him. V·,Ih.lt 

I1l ~J d{' 1ll:Hh 'r-: \\'nr~<:, \V,I:-.l h,uogr;lph Ir7IU' in Oi~hlnrlh hM oi 227 

going to Di,l lnund height th fL'e liil1L'~ in one d.,), :llld no one l.B 1I

ing hirn. He rillalir ach ieved ~111 (hree diamonds .1.S the 1281h pilot 

illl~ UK 10 do so . AI F.l r was the type o( nlt~ !bt'I' l '\'~' duh nt.."'L-d~ 

in ordC!r h.l ~urvive Lind pru~pt:: r, who givf'< lip hi.. lin in In ulldlt,1i1kt;a 

th!' lJrlgliJfTlOr"(J1I5 Illsks tlM t need doj lll~ amJ bene.fit th (· club .:lSa 

whule. He WJ S a man of Sl"lf..(·o:; tLlfl1l) and inleglily, who st.'l v~ry 

)11gh :tt.l nda rd.s fOr him self Jnci e.xpected them from olhers. liE' W dS 

a lov if"lR pa rtner 10 Oale and V~ll. .1 wOJlderful iathCf III I oul'€! ;Hld 

David .lnd " dOling grandfJlher to Amut.'r tln d Ivtcgan, His ptJ5it iv(' 

aHltlJde durinH his din s g~1 every one hope that he wou ld bear 

il; never once did he think he wouldn't r~1 i n iul l filIl IhS. Tu\ ~fcb 

Ih end oi Ih(> C"ol'1lmemor:1 tion tJ j his iJlht!r, Dilv i·d F;1rTllcr .;hd,(.otl 

,,\l ith liS why h -· f ~ 1t AlfJr h,1(1 asked tu be cremLl tcd ra lher Ih:l n 

!.JuriE--d. f D•.lVid 5itid: ... ... \'VI1)' would anyont.' who hdd Spenl So 

much 01 his liil'> flyin ' \ ant !o spend Ih future lyirlH on hi!' b,lCk 

looki ng up .11 J hOOfll l11g sky, w hen he cou ld be part o f ill" 

Claire Emson 

John Reece - Bowland Forest 
\ r £ Soldl ' repon the unfi mely d th of John Reece from a b ra in 

tumou, di;]gnf).!£d o lll y Sl'v~ ...,·eelt. before h~ left u s: und his w i fe 

t:H1d daughter. John ( ~l li as u tila) ) was an (~ccen trt in the ...."urld of 

glidlns, SLlrt i'18 his G,rcer uy ilying J himg slider m arie o r' papiC'r 

mai ne ilnd bam in J 'Wkt w ind ilOf11 the lk..1nd dum'S on F-Clfmhy 

be~ch . As h ~ s(l id "al! w ent w ell un til the dew fo rmed, m ak ing the 

paper ~C18&Y" . He had .l 11l;]ni Jook in hi, (lye" whenever he flew 

::Hld ii J ~lider was sl.lI1dlng idle ior more lhan d few om b Ihe 

ne..-..;:Cpilot dUI' 10 II)' lound it inhabitcd hy Julin . He read ;:1vidly 

•.!.bout fly in I Ilnd dernonstr"J.l.ed J number uf nUI1-~ t lId <lrd flying 

te<..hmques, mULh t<) the constem .1tion of Ih in5 I ruCI~ ; huwever, 

hf' eventually becam a very good p ilOt <lnd ,111 Cfl thLJSIJ.5tIC club 

member No m.ltter how he i rritalixJ you. you Lou ld un !y li ke him. 

He will be missed hut wi ll b ' inlldl) reillembered a~ p ari of the 

lolk lor" 01 the luu . 

Bowl.md Forest CC 

Eric Edward Rogers - York 
r:RIC RugPf'':; (19 1H-lt){)7) Wi1' hrought up in Iht' \;\I('.q Midl...nd~ 

Allen Farmer - 'A/Far" of Windrushers (Jamie Allen) 

and Welsh Border.. ..nd (,untll1ucd to !m'(~ Shrop~hir ~ md \ ales 

th rotiA.hoUI his liie. His tlrSl fligh t W,I" ill .11'1 uld ..\ Vtu Tutor with the 

CobhJm Flying ( il eus, which t; timulaled .! II f(' l on~ Inv. · of i ly ing. 

VVh en W ,H hrnke nul cdc \v.mted 10 ju in the Rf\F ."ISa pilol bUI I;] k 

of ed ucation (lnd his prQ-wOI r {';..;~rient.e J S- 0 lo rry driver meanl 

tl,.-,1 htt w J ~ignL'tl up into lile :lrmy ,I., u HUll fitt er wi th ,1 LlVel poo l 

r :glment. He §ef\·eeI in IlIdny rn..l jur t.lmpaigns in Burm,l . I-i<"! fll Jr · 

rit!d Eileen in 1946. and they hud three childrell ~lnd ~L'\'(,11 Wclnd

l hi ldr(·n. H(' (nund an o ullpl for h i~ Inve ()(ilving when in the early 

19GO~ wilh other l.'llthusi<l5b he cn- loul'lck·r! Ihe Ou~C' Cl idlllg t~ ll/b 

;'It ~ lJilO1"th . H(' loved ",·ork ing there ,1.50 p:lrt o( ,) fr iendly team 

hole diggin J .lfId gr;"I:o..S cutting werll hb ~p~'cio.tl i!i e:.. 111(-' dedth o i 

his heloved Eikl;'fl J t'lertco [ric very d£'eply. AilC'r !his, cOlllpan

ionship at thc glid ing dub bec..HllC the m,l i nsl,I~' of hi ) Iiff', (''::opp

(i,l ll." ..;inc<' hh. r hildrl 'lI liwd ~o (,lr aw,ly. Ii his heJrllib ~lI)y \\i heJl.' 

il'~ ill Ruit'orlh . Tlmnks 10 Geor,gf;'1I ) Ic k " nel Bob be n er losl the 

op pur! l ll1l l)' 10 fly. J Ie ..1 154: 1 shJ!~d ,1I1 Jlwning Ilyi nh ~j(pcriQnl.:.e 

WIth John iust .1 coupl(: uj y' I':, ago when thL:~1 'oven te.: France ,m d 

new wit h Ihe e .lgles <Jbovc th py f(\ nt.: ~ 

York Gliding Centre 

Michael Russell - Gliding Centre, Vintage GC 
tv\lKE Russ II, wh h.."b died ag(.'() 76, was a 111<11\ whosp life 

n..:vu l....cd .:nounu .IV i ~ tio ll 11 0m th • cf.1) he wtLS born . His l,J lher, 

Chil rlCS ~u5seU, had founded J sm all '}vinlion pub lish ing ompa ~ 

n~', RU5S..w i.l• .) nam!:;.· tv\ikL' I..:Llrr ied 0 11 tu hi owrl umprcMt!m ivt ' 

Ru!t::....lVi.l Ce ll tiun of classic Jt;ror l.1ncs tlnn glid "'r) . Mike" IJlher 

\o\'l)S £1.1.50 a ll expeft 1lln deller and SOlll • (») hi s :;-o lid sc~le models: of 

RolIs~Royc~ Jero enginV' .n be seen in Dcrb)" I ndu~t r ial 

Museum. Mike's OWTl flying iJ.n -et stMlcd in Ihe RA F, where h~ 

flew in the. RO)'JI night. ~llleJ which he went into the civil airlines, 

fin ishing as. .1 trJ in lng C,lpt.lin w il h BrilldniJ Airw.1Y drHJ ITJ,ving 

amas$Cci a lOt;) I o f 1. S,OOtJ h(l ur~ .1 long Ihe \ v"d}'. Mike wen! dow n 

in .1cromedical history JS tho Il tS l pilut 10 rCIJi n hb ATPL fu lluwin,R 

mOjol hl?.4rl ",urtc-ry. wh "n he: Pf'fs-u,)c/pd Ihe ,1lJlhoriticl<Ii IhJl lre wa., 
now ill b"th'r shupe ph~k~illy lh.l l~ he· hnd bcen prio r tu th pro

cedure. I firsl mel Mike more Ih,m ) 0 }' i:\a!'s agol \\I IK'n he. wanled 

10 buy back Ihe \VhilC' P 'lrell hJd lccently acqu ired, which he h.Hl 

prC'v i('JU5Iy uwn~d sOllie yeil r::, earl ier. \Vhcnl declined, htl: \v('nl nii 

to Ireland and located the olll y other rel1ldining une: the R(~ 

Petrel, 110\1,1 l')\-\<11€'f1 b)' Gi..lhiHlI $.;:Iw, uorruwing my trJHer to It.'! h 

il !.J,ICk. O ur triendship grew ..l nd wt' would ailen rne\.:1 w hen he 

was OI)Q.rJl ing out ul [a t Midl.mds Airport, close to mv home. OI1~ 

01my (,C1 rli " I pupil ' when I SUrl ,d ill~truui ng WJ!) ~1 Brian Charles 

whose. i.a ther, Fr~ n k Ch.1f1 had COlllmi ~S:IOllcd and was ki lled Int 

Ih fi 1"S1 Pelrel thJ t S lln},~hy~ buil t. On ll'arni ng thi S", Mike, eve r the 

nthusi;] st, ofHt,nised whal he cdlled.) Pel rc.:,jmdniJ weekend w h 're 

old pho tos .lnd reco rds w ere pOreU over In Ihe exclushm o j 

allythinR eI ~e ! Folkl\vinH Mike's runt'f;"!l , .1 tmm.J lioll (lvp.b t oi 

:>oll1e of the Jin: ra t frolll hi~ (onn er , nlll,ction Wil ,1 l illing IributL' 

10 ."1 man whose C!nti re l il(' h.Jd 1x.-'t!11 de.vowd to i lying and In the 

l\ !.stor;l tiufl o( vintag nying llli1chin 

Ron Davidson 

The d.ty \VJ~ r1l,l inly blu{', with lilf'rrn,iI.., !'! tr( 'ngthl'l1 l11 g in 

Ill<' <lilt'rrloun hcat. As it W,l ~ the orgJniser's (Philir 

Gihb:;;) hirt hdJY. W(' iJrr.lIlg<..'t1 .l surprise l)inhd,lv !redt the I.bt 

fli ght 01 thc d,l)·. \All' look jorw;Hd to our 1.1"k w('{' k in August. 

Dave Mansfield 

Newark & Notts (Darlton) 
LOOKING back it is nine mon ths sinu ' I 1:l51 wro l.l ' <In ,Irlick inr 

SKCi . \Ve are {'ollt illUillg 10 fly .It the Dukeri e~ site , )f I).ullnn 

since lo ) ing ~KC('SS to our flying lickl ;It \'Virllhorp(' 1.1.51 yP;Jr. 

Hmvt'vt'f, th e.- good ne'w,> j~ Ih,ll Ihe Iwo c lul h eire IlOW \vorking 

lowdrd.,> ;1 torln;l l merger, w hich We-' hnp(' wi ll hl! Zl il hut complct(· 

by Ihis Chri~!111 ,b . III the llu:.:.mtimc.1>olh cluh:;; .H(' lipldi ng 1('.11Th 

lor 1110 IWO-St\llcr (ompc·ti tion .11 Poc kli nglon in I\Ugll~1. VVe 'lyon 

VVednc~ddy, S.llUrcl.Jy ,1nd .sullcli"ly - ,,1('':1$(' leel t'rpl.' !Il "i:-oit . 

Noel Kerr 

North Wales (Llantysilio) 
\VEIl.lve l1.1d 10 iJcr~ up to th,.. f<l I lhat our "bf'lovL'CI '" a l,rlni!.: is 

rU l11l1 l1 g out or iI ~dng hours.1l1ough no! ye t nut 0 1 time OlJr com

mittee hilS Jgref!d to bur J K. I) Hom Bcll (l l"t!n" , whi ch is pro'lr' !nR 

to he " \'V J tlmc ,1d<:Htinn. npw dutClm,lti c gCdr box ha} been 

li tted !ti our wind 1 In.linly thank.$ to Ken fiXle r's expert ise with 

"c'rv li tt l luss in IdunLh ing Lime . As <1 sm 3!! cluD we ..Ire luc..ky to 

hav(' ~u h !ikilh d .lIld ocdiL3ted mem~. TIle lurn oi Ill(~ l11 C1lllh 

g~'I\'e liS some suh llm e W ;)V<? conditions. JllowlOg melllbe~ 10 

pu~h out J.Wdy (rom uur IU<;.JI hc.i ~hl rcsrrl(l ion( and ;ld l il:'ve fX11'

son.11 b~b. It d~... \V(}r'l ele~ fo t:'SC1 r e the "BIOl.!,s ceihnf( . 

Brian Williams 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
\IVI welcome O,)111ien ,H1d Louise; Luui~~ rt .'centiy completed her 

iive hours. ConRrJ tul.ltiull5 10 I~tl i Smith and Emlflll CU1 hili ao 

~ OkJ11~ .mrl (0 M•.u11n Brown ,)1111 M,lrt in l.J x~l back , )n Iirnn7b 

Our i ll ~ tHlctor tC'3111 has Wown, \-"il h new 131> Rob j.lcksoll Jnd 

D,wL' Hr,i\)" .Ind t\','o ne\.v A~' i 51..ull Jns!ructrtrs, Cbudi~l Bungen 

~lIld A,In)' 1.'ylnr. \·\h·1/ dOliI', ~ilt . Howl'ver, t.'onlbine Ihem ..1 11and 

Ihey h.1rd ly repl:lcc Ill{' cXIK'ricncC' of Gr.l il.1n1 H<l.fH: tl , who h nd

('(/ i ll hb rull r.lIi llg r( '( (·fltly.Th.lIlk~ lur ~l ll Ihf' help liver the 

Y '\lr" Cr.)h.10l. \V(' :I \tr'nned til(' Jocal Ab i1lgdon .n ir:,hQ\ , ~nd ~l n 

evCnt J i Blenheim Palace. HOlh produ .(1 II ~v members. rtnally 
- culllllli~rJJ ion 'i 10 RIUI Freer (or b Iting duw n 10 minutes short 

tJI (1\'(' huur~. Bc tt t", lu(.k ne~ t li lTI!..', Pat'! . Fly .n the go ing&uf' h ih 

Ne'il Swinton 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
OUR i1 nn u,ll dinner d':l1lcc w as a greal success w ith the fo llo'wing 

..lWdrds. made: Ross Mom s ( :Fr Clip), Ana"l IJ w t:; ~n10 t ,'ue.mu

rab le ilight), Adam .A lso recch'ed the \t\foed n SpOOfl lor Ihe same 

fl ight. wh rc h i"l decided to join IOrlJ~ w ilh the Rt""'Cf A m..lws as 

Red 10. ,"1.IIt Belt uhp I,,"n Wfll iJmson tr phy for !lvlng 

PHJgrf:.'~::' ) 1id Bumdge \Lois'S l ipplc for S('fV lCes 10 the clubl •.md 

Reg GI«mn and Duu Darby \"'ere awarded life meml~hi l) io r 

tileir year-; DI erVi( ongmt ul,ltions lu Luke Smi th, who w en t 

$(J[o lill June 3 . VVe h.lft o l)r iif5111y ing week duri ng Ihe end of 

.vlay. n1(~ hi gll l i~h t \\ 5 d (.:151SOkOl Oy t and return along a sea 

bl l""'t.·ZC. \\ h ich IMI Wt;!!) t o l llle \V~lsh into E.1.s1Anglta Vye am 

planning Inps In Aboyntt nnd Ponlllod.k. 

Merv Bull 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee-On-Solent) 
TONY World and c..'Oif Clark disappeared off tu the Ove"",,> 

• Jtionals uut fuund the w CJlhc r 11t') bC1Iur t.hdl ll back hert::: O ur 

sen,e I) tr.mquill ily IS relllforced by the .:Jbsenc:e 01(j nPf;)1 

;.\vi;Jtion from CUi oper..ltiOn as the I I.1JT1 jJshirl! Pul ice Air Sl'llpn r1 

Unit, which m,l nag.....'5 Iht.' i1:i riicld, docided 10 U~lI~ CA whi lt;: \-ve 

are glidil'1g. Vve prol()und l}' 'i )'n1IXlIhlsc with our C /o. rnef1 ds and 

hope Ihat norrll.•.d llp~rn ti fJ ns will he fE'Storcci. \ \Ie hJd ,J highly 

enjuYJblc . pt'fi ifion !O Kel'v il over fhe ' ilte prins Bank Ho liday. 

As nlw""JYs B~H1ncrdown made u" \' ry \\'('1 ( 001(' Jnd we. thank 

the1l1 fo r IIK'ir gt'l'1e.rou..s hospi t.ality. \.yo look (()fw"arn to being .,ble 
tn (('turn the compliment w l1tm ~ve l egJin the use o f Our cJub

hOllSt.'.. Congr(lt ul,lfion...:: to Neil Shaw w ho hilS qualified iar his 

Bronze "nd to Fr'iJn Aitken whu becomes- Ass istCinl Im l1UclOr. 

Steve Morgan 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
I f\.fJtR ~CLUB at Tibt!nh7l m Wi1 5 unl'v(""ntiul ' the piloh and erc\\' 
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\\'j <nl, ,)1(' I Ht\lk fJ~t d!1(l IUll( h ,llId (dille hunH'. rJying w( ·pk's 

\W;lt!WT w.]s no bell or, HOjlclul ly Augusl'., ilying week will be 

heller. ,\ ller <.I verr wet H<1l1k Holiel.l), at Iht.' l"\ lld oj' MdY the iar· 

l(j\\'ifl ~ S,lturri.1Y promised to hc 't he ht.'si day of Ill(' yc,lr' ; lut.!; of 

priv,ul' I-\l idl·I::.Ill.ld(· il10 Ih(' i( llI !lc hpoilll , Illn it didn 'l g o! gOing 

unti l ,11ll'r I pm. Evcn so .11 [P.1S! Iwo 1OOkins wt.:.'rt' flown, Gr.1h<1m 

Url'wt'" UlllvPrt l 'd to lIlt' I'u 'h:tll .mel l.orn '! \,Vilkm; re-~o loed 

altN heing Ulldbl(' to Ilv so lo lor rll.'d rly two yc'l r:<;. Beinlcd con

gr,I1UI.lI ion!> to P.lUI Roell(". who rOlllplete.d hi s Bronze in Apri1. 

Our AlTIl"ric.m 4'i71h V('tNJIlS :Irc (Iut: ior .1 visit in July; with 

111!( 'r-Cluh I ('.lguc I\\'o weeks Idter We' hope lor f4(lod we.l thed 

Helen 11age 

Sackville Vintage (Sackville Farm) 
CONCRt\IUIt\lJOI'S Ie.} Steve [ver sun ,mcJ Chri !> L.lwr(·(1(: -' un 

going ::'010, 1"1)(' hc'gi nni ng of the ~,lr !h:1\'t lour more wood dod 

I" brit gJiU('f!' culded to (Jur coH('Ctlon; the? eh.lll -·nge is to get Ih ' 

Cumulus inlo Ihe ,lir. VV~ iJft: ! ~I king Jnron(" s unw.ln!ed g lid t:.rs 

,H)d :"fnring them Uillil we c1f1 C of A ttwm <lnti g(" them !Iy ing. 

let IJ) know I', ~'Ol l h.w(' one:. dOIl 't let it rot. The I,ltesl nC'wCOIllt..' r 

i~ Iht' York, hirc s... lilpl.llw Y55 ~ h\'()- ~e.l t (' r . Our c[(m.-ll( ·d Iwo-.;;e;) l(:.r 

K-l from Roh fllis Vi,l Dunstahle is doing ,I gr(" I ! joh trdining. 

Aller Iry ing to ;,('11 the tug 'or rll ,HIY YCdrs al las! it w~n L to 

Gern1,lrIY, \ iVe now h.1\'(' ,1 Cruh 10<Jh turbo tug (sec p.JlJJ. Tl1o:-;-(' 

01 YOll who w<1nl to en joy glidin~ (nn1(' .lnd S(,E' ior yllurs<~l f 

Tim Wilkinson 

Scottish Gliding Union (Portmoak) 
AS 1 \\ 'Tl II', we..: ,He prcp.1 rin)-! ior .. (bwn-Io - du~ k ffy irlg d . .! ), o n 

June ..U 10 u'lc'hr,ltC' thL' SOt l! Illl iv(,fSMY or Ihe fir>; ! Hlider IllU !lt h 

(rom UUf Pu rll11o • .Ik sitt'. (Jut 1\'g.1::.e hd::' heen repb ceel b~1 .1 

Dis(us B, ;llld .1 numher ()t p il Ots h.we' convcrted 10 il. Our d ub 

I.<ldd('r is l'<lgCrly joughl (')\'('r with the top th r . p ldC g •.) ing 10 

Kevin I look, John \'Vi ll ia l115 ~l nd Z Goudie!... Recenl chlcveOlen t5 

lIIc/ude: AI,m Ci lbndcrs and Peler Cunningh::ull (s(l ln), Jock 

HJt'tlllhm tn"'lo lo ), (r,IIS Chathurn (S ilv('r U.ld ge), Adri;m Milne 

tBronn' ,md (rU~~-lou ll tl) ' J ilnel Gordon HUfllcr (C";o ld height). 

Ian Easson 

Southdown (Parham) 
:\PRll \r,l (lit lon <\ll~' pruviu~ uS with plenty of rain , but we nevCr 

h.ul ,1 drop at I'Mh,lm. Nonh(·rly w ind::. .md end less sun::.hin(' 

geM! U:. d pl 'rler! ) tart tn ~Hmml': r. Among thQ'jc tdking ,1Clv.1nt.l).W 

~'.('ff': Julian Il itlhcock clnd Angus Buch,lIl;ln who fiew Our lirst 

301ll,:m thi ... yt',H. Paul r ritt.lw fllclfhlgc.d (iOOkm p l u~ ,) il i!;ht 01 

(Hound ('ight hour.>:, .1nci ("on3rJtu l"tions to I iO\\'Jrd loseph JfHI 

\orlll.Hl l~lVCndL'r, who uJ111plf·ted IhC'ir BrontL' Badge:.. 'We 

Jddi'd :l n('w DG-)05 to complt'tt..' our .1 11 gL1S.s tkeL O n .1 

beJutiju l Md\' morn ing, John Gowdy, Irl-'!'h from hi 5lKCCS.S a l 

winnin,l{ Ihe D.ln Smith ,\-1<'01ori .11 Trophy, ill:w in \\lith a j·JJOs 

R" J.'lde.1l1j~ i ~ a r<H(~ dnd ex( iti ng ~ i ~ht on .lily dirt idd, dnd 

drOlJ"ed (on~id('r.lbk intme.st ,lmong nlc-!'mhers ilnd publi c ;dike. 

We Ivt'W plp.1S!' !0 play ho~ t to thc \(int;"tge Glider Cl uh ral ly (~N' 

pl()i ,It ttl(-' end of M<lY. ..,n d it W.b he- lei herl' in memory oi nur 

own Joh n l~~ oj 'Coldilz Clider' i;lInc. Around 2:> crew~ .Jfrived 

v.ilh Itlt' !r g l i d('r~, fn:,lnl ,111 PJTIs oj the counl ry. [)c:,pile some 

d· I1l'nging Wf'il lh er, a C lPSI,1Il il ew no':!.s-("o untry to [ a~h.ml, 

;md ,\ndr<.'\\' /.lfv is rc,K hcd ),UOOjl in J Ilu ·tter 17 A Tht..' BBC 

,)Ild lTV wC're present to gi\'(' u!'- plcllty oj TV co\'~r<lgt', ,.Jnd thl' 

Jocd l press Sf'nt along rheir I'crrespn tal ive . The ensuing puhlici ty 

W,lS l~x ceJlenl lor rhe d ub ..nel Ih(' gli ding lllQVement if) gellL'rt11. 

Peter I Holloway 

South Wales (Usk) 
CO.\JGRATU TIONS 10 1,111 IlelnlL' on completing hjs Silver by 

11 )'ing hi s ii~1 50kl1l, 10 Bidjord. 1 1i ~ "yndiccltf' p.1rlner in glid l1 r 

1:-J ll d li ic) Clai r, is hut o n hi::. hecl ~. \1\11111 Simo n r ra llle s l ~lrling Oil 

tht> third .lnd ii nal K-8 rci urbish lllC'n t, K('n Morgan is worki ng 

h.Hd to bring 111(' club ';, 1-( -8 tr~l il('rs up tt) rfld( l\.vOI"thy sPC'l,. \ ,\1(> 

succcssfu lly 1105t('d the sl'cond weekend oi our 10(_~,11 Inter ..tl ub 

Lecl 'ue, Rodc:polisl1r· rs \1\1(. will be ellteri ng o ur h ig h-p(:rfo rm~TKl' 

Iwo M'iJ ler 100 in Ih~ We,"Il'rn Regioll;lJ:, in July .11 NympSli {'ld. 

lrl1pr()\,(~ Tllcn l5 hJve been Illadu in our uoss-country progr,lfllml' 

w ith M ,lur<!<'n V\tpJvcr !'l'lIing t.1.sk~ ev('r~' ~o;)r.lb l e. w(;'('h'nd d.l )/. 

George Robertson 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
CONCRATUlAnO N.) to \Velrrc~n lohm o ll ior 1{J~m8 two Hro n7C 

Il'g 1 1i~hls il nd his Cros,"-Cou ntry [lldO (~<.' lI.. e.nL Ben Jolly fOI hi:. 

i ir~ t ~o l o .lc.rolow ~lIld firs! Broll/f' leg ,1nd Pau l TIl(1IYljJ':-<Hl lor h is 

Silver duration. Thl' ii r ~ 1 oi our pu lJli <..:it~1 l'vents thi" yp.;:Jr W;)S ;) 

std tic displ'l)' in SI,lfford town cen tre, wh ich cre,-llcd .l 101 of 

ill lt..' r('::,1. The open days .I I Ihe 9,l1lk Ilo lid<l), wl'ekend \\,(;'1"(-' 

pl ilgu(,'(1 by poor W("lt tw r, Ilut we man.'ged 4 -') lri,l l lessons.. Both 

events receiven w ide prl':5:' cov(!r, tgc. Best advC'n ture uj 1.1«' was 

r ;!ul Coop(.>r '<;. trip in hi:. RI-4 l"I1otorglider 10 Ihe 10lh i1nn iver5.1ry 

nl('l'ting oj Ihe Club Fournier InlernJl ional held JI GJ.p. The l rip 

involved 1('11 hour;;, i lyill~ in l'.,lCh direct ion in form.llion with 

eigh t R)umi L' r rnotorglid<:rs from the UK, ~1I1d some exci t ing Il)' il1g 

in !hL' Il\UUJ1ldin~ nvC!r Ih(' w ~'!a:nd oi 11le meeting. 

Colin Ratcl iffe 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
STRATrORD member':!. enjuYl~d ,1 most sucC['<;sJll l ~peuiti(Jll lu 

Sulton B;H1 k in M,' y fl yi n~ )'1"10re tl1,m 22 c) hours, .1I1d cOnl 'H_..I in8 

WJve over :;: ix (1.1)'$ to;1 maximu1ll height of 1.'l, Sooil : 11 pilot) 

hf.:,tweL'1l 10- l li,OOOft .:Inc! nine pi lob f'xperieflcing W;lvQ heltvL'en 

r:; ~Hld I O, OOOft. Cungr.ituj,l1ions to J(>ji C.ll(' on Go ld twight in the 

OlY 1B _ ;1 most sJ tis. iyi ng dchievc ment ~l ilcr m.:11ly years vi siting 

Yurkshi re GC! Tha nk YUll y()f k s hir~' for r<JlI r welcome hospit ,dit ~l. 

[3,Kk hOrTH:.' the site improvemen t continul'S wi th more tup:.oil and 

p r;:Jninp,s delivered for i n-l i ll in~ peritr(1c k ~ and m~tin drive, regular 

Illowing w it h the Il('W IrJ(\or- drivcn mower l1 ,t5 improved the .l ir· 

field t6.1 re11l,lrka hll ' d(-'grt·(, <Iml w(' are' u.'!i ng g.b-powered goli 

buggiE'S. Cour.,c'J d({;' I'i l lillg up. A cl ub expedi tion to C Hnph i ll b 

5cheduled for lune with uur rcgul, l r d ub t.1sk w eek in !u ly. 

Henry \-Vi ll i.lnl, 

Surrey Hills (Kenley) 
"A PNAYS expect the ullexpe -led!' - S(l s.l id my fi(~ t in"t rllc tor. 

\ 'Vhal cou ld be more unexpected IhJll thc ,\.-Ie! rupolitC1 n floli( 0 

.bking (or help to iind a s t() h~n C.lr~ II WJS Ii lied w i th .J Tr.l<..ker 

btu the M(:'t '~ flt..'W chopper didn' t yct hav(' the rcquired gi ::. r1lu. 

Despite a iligh t o i ne"rly ]0 f) lin::, Ovcr CroydfJn, w ith ;l rllobil l' 

rcce ivl'r, no trace \\'.1" lOll/l ei. O n more norm.11 gliuing Illdllt' r:-o, 

congrdtu l.1 tions are due to Ingr;Hll C,wan un h<:..'Coming d much

nee-dec! Bl. JrHJ to Chris Norlh on his li rst :;010 . V'Ve also h"d d 

vi:.it irom Hugh B r()wnifl~, our Rt1jional S~lic t y Ofii cer, who spcnt 

ilO .1fternO(Hl wJtching ou r fl ying prior 10 gIVing us his updJtcd 

S;;1(vty 1(' ture, cOllc..('n tfiJlI l'H on saic( w ind l iog. w ith tlte ..HIder! 

spi Le uf ii lm o( p i lon o;;howing how not to do il ! 

Adrian Hewlett 

The Gliding Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
CONCRl'\T L\TION to John Polt1nd Jnd RoiIl l'\ z<lJ fan, \\"ho have 

Rcm~' solu. Pr;}ktbh Mod i clJld Gdr\, CJrr .who 6a ined thei r Silv("'f 

h{'igl1 1 ,111 <1 Nclf HJrri~n YI-'ho COmplf!Il"d hi, Silver ,:md 100krn 

dip l o1l1~1. Pete O.1\' i and Petf' Ch,1PmJ'1 Jle no\ Ih sislim l 

instruL"tors. \·\le ll done to all our competilioll pilots .Jgain th is - a-

so n. RII II ChoohJm cl lnC 2nd in the O pen Cl lSS 0 1 Ih(' 

Ov~s N\l lioll rJ J5.:It OCJfl ~1 (no o ther omps li f1l!ilhed at the 

t inle 01 gOinH tu prC5!ol. We w i ll have hclu lh(' 18-l\'\U,e N J.liondl" 

,lnd Midl;md Rf..>gio [l,lis hy rJ'le t ime you read his, .mel ('ilU flJSk 

W(''ek \\'111 he riuri ng the laos! \\ Ieek I August. RngerS crossed -Ollr 

new K-2 I shou ld ha\'t!' .1rrivcd by the time thi :i i p rinted . 

Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsay) 
co .,I RA U I no 'S tu leve I l. k on completing hi ~ Silver 

Badge ,.Ind p ickinR up his 1OOkm diploma with tl trip to S~J lt b}1 

;111(/ LhlCk. $J liliy wol,') 11m the VC IlUl' ior the fir~t I~ nf our ,lnnu,lI 

Ww d ;]nd (;1.1."::' CLIp Com(Jdition ag,li nst Budcmin5t('r GC 

De5pnc poor condit ions \\ manaHf,'C! to !OP bOlh divisions with 

10hn \,Vi/li.l/l ls Ih(' leading CI.Jss pilot in hi :; Libell c: ,md tl.'V · 

No( k ;ln d Gonion BOWL':; !i rsl ,lnti ::o.('cond in the Wood l~lSS I ~ 

el lso p52'. Tearn Kirton ,Ibn IC'Jds Ihl'. intcF-dub "Yellow Oung 

Trophy". Oe.pi lc> th(' \\'('.]Ihur our trieod.. ~II 5.l11by ....\ 'f' l e .:1" 

ho"pit,lbk: J.'! ever, l<lying on ,1 'luperh lJ.nbecue. We ioo k forward 

tQ rCClprnc:lIin '. PleHls drc bc il~H linel l ised to add a F~dke motor.. 

glidel tu uur 11f*(!~ - jJ (fI"S' (or rrl'llt V, d l<'~' 

Alan Spencer 

Vintage Glider Club 
TI-t E Mayday Spri ng R(1 1i y \-\',15 held .11 H~ddenhall1 , w ith 14 

glioers present, six or thf:'fll o ri~ in<1tin~ before 194U. \'V(' th,ln k 

Upward l30 und 'I ru"t (or havi ng us. At lDntlon G<.... L...-l urit" 

\"Iufld.1se ,)nd olhcni h.1VC' saved Ihe t o N Olyrnp. .:. OIILe uwned 

by Ihe Pollsb G liding Clull at Lash,ml , ,:md tl Sl ill,gc;lw Pref t hJ.5 

been sJved from ;) \.\'a t~r l oggC:'d t(.! i ler. & th ~ r flnW,llrW(If1hy. 

The Minim'-IJ IS " Ic;n ~i r\.vn"hy tndllks fu the efiorls f11 (1 ll1ly o f 

Pt.:Ier Underwood, and is ;:J w'Ji ling betwr we.Jlhcr to bt": 11 0wn. A t 

Book~l, Ih~ KITE.2 has be 'n finishe.- I ../l ei (Ic )..•.. n. lorrh DC2VO fl G( 

is now Ihe hOil) ' ull',\o5we)' j (e'l(·Clrnbrldg~1 and H u 11("( H2H. 

In Genmmy, the lIew Minillloa .11 L.lIldsber ) is hJving its ::,cc.ond 

\-vlng l overed wi th ecnoile. Thf' nc'\ Hort('n IV", iii prog rbsing. 

Olher p '{ lJe(..l s 111 GermJIlY lire a SI Mnl~h \-Vc ihe, M u 1 JIJ- J, 1\\'0 

KhoonbuSSolrds, a "ocund Miniol{)J .1 I\rimidl 2B· l ~l t Egg<:rsdorL 

<lnd Ih~ Uppi5 h ro ~.I-p ropl'l l ed I~l{' I ard glider un Ih~ 

\,Vi)sserkuppe. In The Clhc rl Jnds, the 1952 VVorldS-\VI Ilt1lf lg 

Slingsuy Sky is 1Je:i 1l workc'<.Jon 1lL'JI" Tcsl L' t.. It \\'.J~ v('ry u.adly 

damaged il1 tin lind I hOOf ;I f HdverfoIC'lwtSt, vV~db, many ) ....i rS 

ago. ·n,e $we(li s:h Glid ing MU:'l'um, :-\lIeberg, hJS het.~ ~torecl 

c:umplew w i th bungy-1J.unch ing r;,mp .m([ the' Kf,lnich .W- l , 
,"vhi l..h wa~ bui lt il l wtf{len in 1944, i~ hping i lown. Onc(, I:1CA 

904 , H kmks very SIllJ rt 111 ils furrnc.r SWL'Ji..:: h civi l reHislr'lt lon. 

On thL' ground, it is one' of the m useum 's priLC l'xhibil s. 

Chris Wills 

On June 23 the Scottish club cetebrated the 50th anniversary of the first gtider launch from its 

Portmoak site. The inset picture below shows Tom Davidson laking that firs t launch while the main 

picture, r;ght. shows the same view today with Donald Carmichael (front) and John Williams in the 

Sco"ish Gtiding Associa tion's ASH25. Portmoak 's club magazine half a century ago - "Uplift" 

reported the event as folfows: "'n an atmosphere of no drama whatsoever. the first launch from 

PortmDak took place on Sunday, 23rd June 1957. The event was unheratded by any g reat rejoicing. 

Woo on the ditch ceased for a moment until the cable was pulled in, then members swarmed back 

10 work once more, and the long grind con

tinued. It has. in fact been continuing ever 

sirrce with rema.rkable results. The BIG 

DITCH. the major obstacte, has now been 

completely filled in. For weeks, ashes, eanh, 

old trees, and occasionally even jeeps have 

been cast into the yawning chasm with time 

apparent resuft. until suddenly the thing is 

filled in. and we can start on another hole. "' 

And we talk about the good old days... 
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Club news 

» 	 Windrushers (Bicester) 

AT the AGM, Chri~ Ems-on suC"ceeded Alan Jenkins as ci111 irm.ln. 

Trophies vvere awarded to GJry Bi nn ie ((h.1Jrnl ilf1'S Truphy), Terry 

M it Iwll I(FI', Trophy), Denen Fron d s (Meri torious i lighi) and 

Dickie Fe.kes iMember of Ihe YC<lr), Bub King " ompl" leri I OOkn,< 

in April ; Terry Crowe has eurncd hlS Silver du rat io n Jnd dr~ldnce . 

Oxford UnIversity CC held its Annual Oinner J I Tri ni ty College in 

Apri l - awards were pf~E!ntL"(llo SebJSlftl ll Ca}Sl' 11 liles, ab ini l io) 

and to Clive Dal 2ell (beSt fl ight). The " orl)' Ma), Bank Holiday saw 

J. certai n OG-ClOO gell ing to l:nstonf'l fbut nut bu:dd. The BBC h~15 

fil med ~n episode IIf "Cash in th e. t\t1 ic·, feaJuring 51 'en BUll, 

who last fle\'\' ten yea fs t1~o. 'Windru hers pilots pan ; Ipated in the 

Inter-Oub I eJgu ~ h()';!r 'd hy Aquila, w ith the honours beinB 

shared. O ver the E.t,srer period we hosted the Bntish Jun ior TCdm 
ilfter tne" t1h~ln d()ned the p(,'lor w eJ ther in Spain and on June 1, 

Tim H Jrrington re-solu('d following his re.cent illness. 

Dave Smith 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
CONGRATUl,\TION$ to MJrli n Boulton and Simon Melton on 

r; ent ly go ing so lo. '1art in has gamed h i~ c roSS-COunl r}' 

endu rance n lght ~ , IreLJdy. Karen Bin ney make, it Into Ihf' head

linB ) el ag.,.lin, JlIcr g-aini ng h\lr Bw n7l' hd(lge wifh 100 per cent 

On the paper. Our round 0 1 the Yorkshire Inler-Cl ub leJRlH;! WJS 

rui n d b) the we..l thpr un the Sundd~' .m d '''\ond~\y \v ith on ly Ih( ' 

novices ;m d intermt!d ia res having a competi tion on the 5aturnay, 

ilS oJ result of no pu ndil paS5 jn~ Y. Th -. Ilrs.t of (.lur in5tructOr 

courses was a big sue ess and en joyed b~ JI I. Pockl inglon hilS 

recentl y w(> lcomen students from MJncheste.r U niversity to the 

d ub, brjn~i nA with them J burst of youthful nl husiasm whi ch 

has been ref! ed i n th(;: incrt'!.1sed launch r<l te. 

Sam Roddie 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
lVVO members look the DC· ' 000 to Sisteron, experiencing 

superb mounrain sOJring. l '0 other members are also on long 

overseas e'l(peditiuns but do not e.xpect to g€'t much gliding done 
in Iraq ()nd A(ghanis", n. In the tlf'lil round of Ihe South \'Vest Area 

Inter-Cl ub league at Upavon, un l}' the two pund its frum The Park 

a nd N{lrth Hill c.omiJ lete<:l lhe Saturda} task. On SundJY, howcv f , 

our own \Nill Ch<l ppel stormed rall nn the IntcrmediJlC task to he 

Ihc' only fin isher, plllting \;Vyvcrn in third . The second round., ;)1 

North Hi ll , ,",",IS domtn<lled h), the w eJthfi!t and Only The Pafk and 

I\orth Hill scored. The s(;'c<Jnd dnd thlfu wooks of Ju ne w t"r 

nominclled ,1S " \ 'Vyvern \ '\fings" nOS5-(OU nlry weeks but on l ~' <1 

ie'\\' rlilY~ wN(, fly;}b lc. fhe " Longes t Day" w('f:'kc.'nd has just 

passed and, although ilying W<l~ lim ited, we en joyed thl? 

b,Jrh ccuc and U<.i rr1 d':lnc('. 

Andy Gibson 

York (RuHorth) 
TOI\-' Staker made hi :, firsl 1.,1I..l l- l.mdi ng in 1() ye<l r~ and we hope 

KichMd I:l ri ~boLJme is not , I ill S()nlewt1 t!1 ~ 011 Ihe f',.Orlh York 

Moors - I certai nl ~' havc n 't .seen 11fm for a wh ile! R i ch~l rd Krt li n 

l1as nk1 f'1Jged a 500km nrl;ht in hi·, N imbu..; 4 and we had sorne. 

good heights in the spri ng wave. M~ly 13rd ~\V some bea utiful 

lentiu dars and muny pilots Illude Hood u5e of thern. M;lfk lenc h 

is con tinulllS hi s rampage thruugh the badg-' • hJv ing COmpl E"lf'd 

ilis Silver ill only his SE'Cond season, W(' hope (0 see him ilS ;, 01 

soon, along with Craig O lley and Tu ny Holli nss, \'v'ho Me already 

in training.. The i,\stru<..tor C.J.drl! is buil di ng prosress iv(' I ~~ and Ihe 

club is very gratefu l to all those .aking parI. 

Andrew Bally 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
SPRING ilnd c.K\rly "womer fly ing ;,11 YGC has seen some not;.1blc 

,.lchif'vemenl .. . John H li, did a 500 km in t! rly M<ly, The SlrJ tford 

pilots enjoyed their visit wllh Jeff Gale galll ing his Cold height. 

YGC member" h.wl? nol, bt:.'en id le ('i ther: Jespe.r Mjels .~ Silver 

clur,) l ion Jnd hei ghl , Mark Lenc.h completed his Sil ver. John 

M,lrsh has been su(cessiully recJ lin r.-w:xj to an Assistanl Raling 

Jnd our youngest e.vpr tug pilol - l iJm VV<ltts - hil~ converted to 

I ht:. PdWfK'e. CongrLltula tions to yuu all! 

John Marsh 

S&G's thanks 10 [)e-IJLJ Evans for ed it ing this issue's Club News 

Accident/incident summaries by Douglas Every 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION DATE PILOT(S) 


Ref Type Damage Time Place Age Injury Pl Hours 


42 Discus B 4034 Minor ll-Apr-07 Cerdanya, 67 None 1000 

13:35 Spain 

During an aerolow wilh a moderale crosswind Ihe pilot dropped Ihe right wing, correcled and then dropped the left. After a series 

of oscillalions and now well down the runway the glider became airborne behind the tug , the pilot released and landed ahead. 

The glider suHered some damage to its wing lips and a bent undercarriage. 

43 12-Apr-07 Incodent Rpt 


The cable retrieve vehicle crossed in front 01 a landing glider causing the pilot to take action to avoid a collision. 


45 LAK17A Minor 24-Apr-07 Incident Rpt None 


The glider had landed and was towed clear to a disused runway. A retrieve vehicle went to another glider and in the process ran 


over and crushed the wing lip of the glider on the ground. 


46 Falke MIG 28-Apr-07 Incident Rpt None 


The Falke's engine failed jusl after take oH al approximately 250ft. The pilot returned the glider safely to the airfield. 


47 T21 B 3290 Substantial 18-Apr-07 Adjacent to Hus 80s 52 None 


15:55 airfield 60 Minor 

The pilot had undereslimated the wind strenglh on approach and lound himself too far back to make it to Ihe airfield . He elected 

to outland in an adjacent field but encountered significant wind shear, which resulted in a heavy nose down landing. The cockpit 

floor was severely damaged. 

48 DART 17R 1266 WriteoH 05-May-{)7 Nr Chedworth.46 None 144 

17:00 Glos 

Whilst flying on a cross-country compelition , and down to approximately 1 ,500ft, Ihe pilot chose to leave the current selected lield 

to fly towards another in the hope of finding lift On the way. Arriving at the lield at approximately 1 ,000ft it became apparent that 

the field had crop in it. Options were now severely reduced, and another lield was selected from a very limited choice. In the 

event Ihe chosen field was too small and on landing the pilot ground looped the glider 10 avoid going through the hedge forwards. 

The port wing went through the hedge, twisted on the fuselage writing oH the glider. 

49 ASW 19B 3846 Substanlial 06-May-07 Tibenham NF 54 None 196 

14:2B 

The pilot, although very current in Ilying Ihe club gliders, had only flown Ihis type twice in the previous seven months. It was the 

second floght on type 01 the day and, following a normal winch launch , Ihe pilot became uncomfortable thermalling in the lurbulent 

conditions, so decided to cut the flight short. The circuit was very turbulent on diagonal and base leg, wilh possibly some 

over-correction on sensitive conlrols on type. On turning finals, Ihe speed exceeded 65 I<1s and the airbrakes were fully opened. 

The airbrakes were then reduced to less than half as the ground was approaching fast. On landing. the lirst bounce was not 

too severe, but the three PIOs which then ensued resulted in the glider landing very hard each time, moving from the grass 

to the concrete runway. The canopy was unable to be opened by convenlional means as Ihe pins were bent and on lurther 

investigation, several cracks were visible under the nose, plus the rear wheel tyre had become displaced . 

50 Janus CE 5126 Minor 04-May-07 Pocklinglon 67 Minor 

16:00 

The pilot lailed to round out the glider after a normal full landing flap and half airbrake approach. The glider impacted the ground 

front wheel first then the maon wheel and then bounced up around 25ft. No further recovery action was taken and the glider 

subsequently slaJled and dropped a wing from aboul 10ft. The glider groundlooped and came to rest facing downwind. 

51 DG-300 Elan 4238 Substantial 17-Apr-07 Arncotte 61 None 120 

17:25 

The pilol requesled an aerotow retrieve Irom Bicester after successfully completing his Silver distance from Lasham. The first 

a«empt at take oH resulted in a wing drop with the pilot pulling oH. The second attempt was successful but during the climb out 

both pilots reported that the olher was moving up and down a lot. At 300ft the tug levelled off and maintained 75kt and il was at 

this point that the glider pilot had great difficulty keeping position behind the tug and stopping large bows developing in the tow 

rope . After a large bow developed the glider pilot pulled the release and reported Ihat he heard the rings hil the glider. At Ihis 

point he was unsure 01 his position so carried out a lew turns to try and lind his location . Still lost he went through the process of 

field selection. The pilot rejected a suilable field with power wires for a grass lield that was ridge and furrow. He tried to align the 

glider wilh the ridges at the last moment but Ihis did not prevent a lirm impact and a ground loop. 

52 ASK13 None 01-May-{)7 Incident Rpt None 


The aircraft was being llown on spin training detail by an instructor with an experienced pupil who is a past prolessoonal pilot. 


After recovery from a spin iI was noticed that the rudder control circuit had lailed. The aircraft was then landed uneventfully. 


On examination the rudder control cable had pulled through a ferrule . Some months belore, the aircraft had been modifoed for 


a hand rudder control , that involved fitting a mechanism on the port cockpit wall and the ferrule that had failed was at the rear of 


the mechanism. 


53 DG505 4432 WriteoH 22-Apr-07 North Hill 48 Serious 87 


16:30 

Following three type conversion training flights the pilot was sent solo. After apparently normal downwind and base legs, and in 

the laHer stages of the approach, the glider assumed a significantly nose down attitude, which conlinued until it hit the ground. 

The glider bounced to approximately 50ft and then landed very heavily causing serious injuries to the pilot and writing off the 

glider. This accident is subject to investigation by the AAIB. 
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BGA Badges 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION DATE PILOT(S) 


Ref Type Damage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 


54 ASK13 1429 Minor 19-May·07 Weston on 62 None 34 


14:15 the Green airfield 

The pilot had lIown a normal circuit and was intending to tand back althe launch poinl. His intended approach would have taken 

him between the windsock and a small row 01 trees. However, due 10 the wind gradient and too much airbrake he misjudged his 

height and the tip of the glider struck the top 01 the trees. The pilot felt a jon and the glider pitched up and yawed. He therr 

recovered and landed ahead. 

55 ASW20L 5125 Substantial 19-May·07 Nr St Neots 20 None 187 

15:00 

The pilot set off on a cross-country Ilight in good conditions but which deteriorated as he went funher down track and a field 

landing became necessary. The field seleclion was len too late and the field chosen was land able and large but had power lines 

under the intended approach. Under pressure and due to misreading electronic instruments, the pilot chose a downwind landing 

direction. The approach was over trees, towards the power lines, and also downhill. By the lime the mistake was realised, the 

aircraft was 100 low 10 resolve lhe problem. The undercarriage was raised in an attempt to slow the glider, however the glider 

was still airborne. The glider slid at high speed under the power lines and into a hedgerow at the end of the held, The canopy 

was shatlered, the pon wing suffered serious damage following impact with trees and the tail broken. The canopy was wedged 

under a tree and the pilot exited through the broken perspex. 

56 ASW24 None 16-May·07 Incident Rpt None 


During a winch launCh, and at all out, the left wing dropped into 9-inch grass, despite full aiteron. The glider was dragged 


lehwards and reteased either because the pilot had his hand on the release or it back released. 


57 DG500M G·BRRG 19-May·07 Hinton in 59 None 1370 

16:15 the Hedges 57 None 788 

The plane was being 1I0wn by the P2 who set up an approach for landing on to 240 grass at Hinton. The wind was judged to be 

strong and a high approach was made to deal with this, The line of approach was made to give a clearance Irom the adjacent 

grass on the runway boundary. At hold·off and round out Ihe plane encountered a strong gust which moved the glider some 

two to three metres nearer to the tall grass, At the paint of lauch down the leI! wing tip struck a road cone hidden in the grass 

caUSing it to ground loop 180· and resulting in substantial damage to the glider. 

58 Discus CS 4590 Minor 2O·May-Q7 Braunston, 44 None 354 

14 :30 Rutland 


The pilot made a held landing during a cross·country flight. The glider'S undercarriage collapsed at the end of the ground run 


due to a failed welded jOint on the aotuator tube. 


59 Standard 4414 Minor 18-Apr-Q7 Nr Glenlarg 61 Minor 163 

Cirrus 75 13:39 Reservoir 


The pilot made a heavy landing into a field with a steep upslope whilst in conditions 01 Sink and curlover, Some minor damage 


"as done to the glider's undercarriage. 


61 DG-300 Elan 3866 Minor 26-May·07 Talgarth AlF 65 None 

12:45 


The pilot had been ridge soaring and the glider's wings were wet having flown through rain. The glider was seen to make a 


normal approach (at 50kts according to the pilot). The glider undershot and made first contact with the ground 26 yards short 


01 the runway, at which paint there is a marked upslope towards the runway threshold. The undercarriage COllapsed and the 


aircrah slid straight for some 30 yards and then ground looped to the port, causing damage to the undercarriage door and the 


suspicion 01 stressing to the wing root and tailplane. 


62 Astir CS 3196 23-May·07 Nr Hougton 19 None 28 

17:00 Conquest 

At 1 ,800ft the pilot decided to make a field landing. At 1 ,100ft his lirst selection appeared too rough to land in so an alternative, 

small, grass field was selected. The approach entailed ffying over houses on the boundary of the field. This coupted with an 

excessive approach speed resulted in there being insuHicient space to complete the ground run in before hitting the boundary 

lence. As a result the pilot initiated a groundloop during which Ihe glider'S tailskid was delached and the starboard wing collided 

with the fence belore Ihe glider came to a halt. 

63 PIK20D 2550 Substantial 07-May·07 Burn Airfietd 60 None 590 

15:30 

The pilot of the PtK lound himself in the opposite circuit to a Janus, that was slightly higher and further oul. The pilot of the 

Janus chose to take the initiative and land first making modification of the PIK's circuit necessary. The PIK initiated a 360· turn 

lust before final turn apparently to avoid and hold off for the Janus. However the PIK entered wind gradient rendering it unable 

to complete the 360 safely and achieve a normal landing. Now committed to a field landing, the PIK ended up in a field of 

standiog barley and groundlooped causing substantial damage to the glider. 

65 Discus 2a 4843 Substantial 29-May-07 Ocana, 41 None 1182 

17:00 Spain 

On a Cross country competition flight in Spain, the pilot got low and made the decision to land out. The general area was domi· 

nated by vineyards with the malority of fields being unlandable. However, the chosen field appeared to be set-aside with patches 

01 vegelation at low level. On turning finals, il became apparent that Ihe vegetation was a crop arranged in rows, which turned 

out 10 be young vines wilh thin stalks standing about 3« high suppa ned by stakes and wires. With the overshoot field being 

similar- there was little option bUI to continue to land between the vines. On touch down between the rows, the wings were held 

level above the obstructions for as long as possible, before falling into the vines and stakes. When the wings slruck, the 

aircralt slewed to the left and came 10 a halt quickly. The glider sustained substantial damage. 

August - September 2007 

No, Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

DIAMOND BADGE 

718 

719 

Bill Bullimore 

Marc Morley 

Cambridge (Jaca) 

ex pat (Omarama) 

24.4.07 

22.2.07 

Diamond goal 

2-3152 Glen Turpin Crusaders (New Tempe) 18.1.07 

2-3153 Dennis Westgarth Borders (Fuentemilanos) 24 .7.06 

2-3154 Louise O'Grady 

2-3155 Nicholas Woods 

2-3156 Frank Roles 

2-3157 Peter Yeo 

2-3158 Patrick Greer 

Diamond distance 

1-1070 Louise O'Grady 

H071 Nicholas Woods 

1-1072 Bill Bullimore 

Diamond height 

3-1672 Michael Schlotter 

3-1673 Andrew Thornhill 

3-1674 Alistair Gillson 

3,1675 Marc Morley 

GOLD BADGE 

2431 Louise O'Grady 

2432 Geolfrey King 

2433 Michael Schlotter 

2434 Alastair Harison 

2435 Paul Tickner 

Gold distance 

Denis Westgarth 

Louise O'Grady 

Daren Kershaw 

Frank Roles 

Peter Yeo 

Patrick Greer 

Paul TIckner 

Gold height 

Chris Cole 

Louise O'Grady 

Geoffrey King 

Clive Dalzell 

Michael Schlotter 

Alastair Harison 

Gordon Hunter 

Paul Jewel 

StLVER BADGE 

11739 Oliver Barter 

11740 David Chisholm 

lt741 Tom Gooch 

11742 Keith Morgan 

11743 Peter Bellham 

11744 Chris Armstrong 

11745 Vernon Bettie 

11746 Mark Lench 

11747 Miloslav Supalek 

11748 David Pye 

11749 Alexander Green 

11750 Geoffrey Miller 

11751 Craig Chat burn 

11752 Daniel Thorogood 

11753 Carl Hutson 

ex pat (Benalla) 

Gliding Centre (Ben alia) 

Gliding Centre (Benalla) 

Wyvern 

Bristol & Glos 

ex pat (Benalla) 

Gliding Centre (Benalla) 

Cambridge (Jaca) 

BWND (Denbigh) 

Wolds (Milfield) 

Sleap (Omarama) 

ex pat (Omarama) 

ex pat (Benalla) 

Black Mountains 

BWND (Denbigh) 

Cotswold (Denblgh) 

Southdown 

2.2.07 

4. t .07 

18.4.07 

18.4,07 

18.4 .07 

18.2.07 

4.1.07 

24.4 .07 

11.3.07 

8.4,07 

Borders (Fuentemilanos) 24.7.06 

28.12,2006 

22.2,07 

18.2.07 

11.3.07 

11.3.07 

17.3.07 

20.3.07 

ex pat (Benalla) 

Lasham 

Gliding Centre 

Wyvern 

Bristol & Glos 

South down 

2.2.07 

7.4.07 

18.4.07 

18.4.07 

18.4.07 

20.3.07 

South Wales (Sutton Bank)8.4.07 

ex pat (Benalla) 18.2.07 

Black Mounlains 11.3.07 

Oxford University 17.3.07 

Bath Wills & N. Dorsel 11.3.07 

Cotswold 

SGU 

Denbigh 

East Sussex 

Four Counties 

Cotswold 

SGU 

Trenl Valley 

Four Counlies 

Essex & SuHolk 

York 

Wissel Dunen 

Kent 

Derby & lancs 

lasham 

SGU 

Four Counties 

Trent Valley 

17.3.07 

8.4.07 

11.3.07 

7.4.07 

1.7.2006 

21.3.07 

11.4.07 

7.4.07 

7.4.07 

11.4.07 

7.5.07 

6.4.07 

15.4.07 

8.4.07 

18.4.07 

16.4.07 

7.4.07 

7.4.07 

UK CROSS·COUNTRY DIPLOMA 

1034 7.4.07 Peter 8elham Trent Valley 

1035 11.4.07 Vernon Bettie Essex & Suffolk 

1036 7.4.07 Mark lench York 

1037 11.4.07 Richard Banks Gliding Centre 

1038 7.4.07 Alan Spencer Trent Valley 

1039 7.4.07 Carl Hulson Trent Valley 

AEROBATIC BADGES 

Spt Kwn Patrick Greer london 6.6.2004 

Spt Kwn Ron Jubb Burn 31.3.07 
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I II'OTTFUR CW300 LONG UFE RElEASE CLEVER BOX VARIO 

£239 £299 	 "You can bank on us" 
• New Instruments: Exporded Scale ASI's, Boom Mikes Electret £34.00, Winter O·I6Okts £184, Winter (}200kis £184, PZL Zero Reset Varios, Ring & Flask 57mm or 80mm £230, Winter Variometers with Flask 57mm 


or 80mm £240, GDI Mini T/S £269, Sensitive Altimeter 80mm £137·£139, PZL Altimeter £109, Miniature 57mm Winter Altimeter £389, Mini Accelerometer £159, Airpath Panel Compass £89. 

• Surplus Tested Instruments: Ferranti Horizons with new Solid State Inverter Mk 6 £329, Mk 14 (Coloured Display) £389, Mk 32 (Coloured display) £449, 80mm T/S £114, Smiths Mk 20 High Quality 

AI"meter (}35,OOO' (6 o'clock knob and tesl report) £110·£119, Mini Accelerometers £99.• Radios: Delcom 960 Panel Mount £249, Delcom Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £259, Glider Baftery Charger 

£19.90, New Harizoo Inverters 12v·115v/4oohz, or 12v·24v DC, £119. BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: New OriginailOMSeries £199, ON Series Long Life Alternative for Modern Gliders-


Mro TC5w ON400 Sel ies £179, C of G. ON300 Series £239, Exchange OM Series £119, ON Series £99, Spring kits available all series. "0Itfur" launch safety weak link carrier. £9.50. 


(AIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342712684 Fax: 01342717082 
e-mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

iD~ 

For more than 70 years our members 

have been enjoying one of the best 


Ridge Soaring and Wave Sites in 

Scotland 


Why not join us and see for yourself 


Scotland's Premier Training Site 

Training Courses for 2007 


To ensure thai we can meet your requirements, advance 
booking for aircraft, clubhouse accommodation, caravans 

and camping is essential 

Call us an 01592 840543 

The Scottish Gliding Centre 


Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY 13 9JJ 

Web http://www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 


email: office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 


-

~ 

:::l 

~ 

Q) 

Q) 

en 
~ 

repair and upgrade of all'
~, Cambridge Instruments 


BGA and IGC Approved Calibration Centre 

for all types of GPS Flight Recorders 


£15 + £6 return post 


Dickie Feakes 

Bicester Aviation Services 


11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester OX26 SOW 
01869245948 or 07710 221131 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 

* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk lor details 01 this 

new exciting variometer system Irom the same stable as 
the ubiquitous XK 10 Vario System 

I
, from ,. ~ 

, ~Ir «___ 
, " 
, 	 , , Aviation Ltd. 

See You Mobile v2.75 £149 I 
See You Update v3.72 £92 
Probably the best POA Navigation, I 
Task Planning and Analysis software 

- Try it today 

Supplied on 3 CDs with world wide 
topo and satellite mapping. Now with 
downloading for EW flight recorders. 
See You was used to score the 2006 
Standard, 15m and 18m Nationals, and 
most regional competitions 

UK Service Centre for the 

~ PFT - HINTON 

The Motor Glider Club 
• 	 NPPL Courses - SLMG &SSEP 
• 	 Courses for Glider Pi lot's 

from £940 

• 	 HT Courses &Test Centre 
• 	 Ground Study W/E Courses 
• 	 Motor Glider Hire - £55ph 
• 	 C150 Hire - from £95ph 
Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 

Less than 1 hour from London Dr Birmingham - via M40 

01295 812775 
www.motorgliderclub.co.uk 

E-mail: clivestainer@tiscali.cD.uk 

GLIDER 

INSTRUMENTS 


(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 

repaired and overhauled. 


Contact us with your requirements. 


Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 

Shobdon 


Nr. Leominster 

Herefordshire HR6 9LX 


Tel: 01568 708 368 
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Classifieds 
Please send the text of your classified advert to 

Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) 

- debbie @gliding.co.uk. Call 0116 2531051 

if you have any queries about classified adverts. 


Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 

your advert may not appear unless we have 

received payment by post or credit card by 

the deadline. The deadline for classifieds 

to be included in the October-November 2007 

issue of Sailplane & Gliding is September 5, 

2007 after which any adverts received will be 

published in the following issue. 


Text: BOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 

Black and white photographs: £6 extra 

Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 


FOR SALE 

OG505 ORION for sale. 6 year old, circa 600 
hours. Cobra Trailer, well instrumented including 
Cambridge Logger and GPS. 3 wing span config
urations. Excellent condition . £50,000 Contact 
Mike Woollard on 01462-711934/07974-106190 

Super Blanik for Sale with 6 year old Schofield 
Aluminium double axle trailer. Circa 1500 hours n. 
Excellent condition. Factory paint scheme. 760 
radio plus electric and steam varios. Set of Jaxida 
Covers. Price £8,000 without trailer or £11 ,000 
complete outfit. Offers considered. Contact Mike 
Woollard on 01462-711934/07974-106190 

ASW19b .1980 build, 3020 hrs, 2070 launches. 
Complete kit, Schofield trailer inc. tow out kit , L
Nav, Garmin Pilot III GPS, EW 'D' logger, Dittel 
Radio, Airpol parachute, 2 batteries + RD charger, 
CofA till end Nov. Based Wolds GC (Pocklington). 
£14,000 Sensible offers or shares at 
Pocklington. Richard Halliburton e-mail: 
richard.halliburton@virgin.net. Tel: 01430 421708 

SkylNings 
is the official monthly magazine of the 


Brilish Hang Gliding and Paragliding Associalion. 

£27 per annum subscriptions from 


BHPA. The Old Schoolroom. Loughborough Road. 

Leicesler. England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 011 6 2611322 


htlp:lltest.ebrd.com/skywingslhome.html 


VinyIGli.de.co.uk 
A lfinal glide finish for the registration marks 
you will soon have to display on your glider. 

No flight computer needed - simply order 
VinylGlide computer cut gloss self-adhe
sive vinyl lettering - we have worked it all 
out for you to comply w ith EASNCAA 
regulations and it comes with illustrated 
application instructions, ready for you to 
apply, from £76.50 + VAT. Choose your 
colour, order and pay securely online. 

VinylGlide from WESSEX PRINT CENTRE, 
suppliers of high quality cut and printed vinyl 
for vehicles, signs and banners, 
sponsors of the British Gliding Team and 
suppliers to UK World Championship teams. 

Go to www,VinvIGlid.e..&Q,J'!~ for full 
details, links to regulations and to order or 
phone 07976 247505 

August - September 2007 

Soar the New Zealand Alps 

Gavin Wills 
Mountain Soaring School 

Season: October to March 

Personalised soaring adventures 
and courses 

Enjoy the most spectacular soaring 
on earth! 

All information and conlacls: 
www.glideomarama.com 

Pilatusb4 good condition electric vario, 
turn and slip, 1657 hours, trailer c of a Feb 2008. 
£5900. Phone 07941967246 . Email 
fludetim@aol .com 

S4 1983; 770hrs; 307 Launches . Good Condition . 
Based Lasham. One man rig and tow-out. Full 
panel inc.Cambridge vario,A-H, Sohli compass, 
AvCom radio, etc LX5000 (GPS/ flight director) , 
LX20 (FAI Logger/GPS) Oxygen ,Parachute , 
Glider tail wheel . Aluminum trailer in Excellent 
condition. Jaxida & Hanger covers. CofA March 
2008 . £22 ,000 ono. Contact: Tom Meaker, 
Lasham member. Tel. 07930309675. Email: 
tom.meaker@ntlworld.com 

Lo100 Project seeks a good home. Famous vin
tage aerobatic glider winner of numerous World 
Championships in 60's. Fuselage restoration com
plete but wind needs extensive work, reskinning 
and covering. All parts supplied except glue, some 
plywood and fabric. Project comes complete with 
two trailers. Contact Mike Woollard on 07974
106190 or 01462-711934 

SLINGSBY Sport Vega BGA 2763. Excellent con
dition, same owner for 17 years, full panel, para
chute. CofA until January 2008. Very easy to rig, 
rigging aids, tow out gear, GRP and Aluminium 
trailer. Ready to tow away and fly. Based at Kent. 
£6500 ono. Tel: D. Clark 01634 366500 

K6E - Near immaculate condition. New canopy, 
nose and belly hooks. Original instruments plus 
T&S. Garmin GPS45 and EW recorder, parachute, 
oxygen. CofA until December 2007. Mandatory 
inspection 2004. Located South Wales. Excellent 
dry trailer. £4450. Tel: 07841 193767 

ASW 28. 2001, low hours, one owner. Full panel 
incl. R.C. Allen Horizon, Cambridge 302 , 303. 
Cobra trailer. Tel: 07940 484919 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Visiting Australia? 

X/C site - friendly dub 

Good glider availability 


Web info: www.ke.epitsoaring.com 

EMmail: enquiries@keepitsoaring.com 


FOR SALE 

1/4 share Duo Discus XT 2006, based 
at Dunstable. Superbly instrumented 
including LX7007. £30,000. For more 

details contact Simon on 07710 810000 
or email: slmri@attglobal.net 

Bronze & Beyond 

1,000 copies sold 

The book that tells you what 
every British cross-country 

pilot should know. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs, and direct from: 

http://tinyurl.com/Sn34z 

KESTREL 19 (0). Aluminium trailer in good condi
tion. Full set all-weather covers, rigging aids, tow
out gear, parachute, extended rudder, cockpit load 
2341bs, oxygen , 720 ch.radio , barograph, Garmin 
GPS with mount, AH , Winter varios , Bahli com
pass, 2 batteries, recently re-wired. New C of A. 
£8.000 or sensible offers. Located Hus. Bos. Tel : 
Martin, 07704 572359. Shane, 07790491360 

S&G's They are in good condition for their age and 
are: 1947 - Jan , Feb, May, Jun , Sep , Nov, Dec. 
1948 - all but Jul. 1949 - Feb. 1950 - Jan thru 
Aug, Oct Dec, 1951 - Jan thru Sep, Dec. 1952 -
Feb thru May, Jul thru Nov, 1955 - Jan/ Feb, 
May/June. Interested parties contact Tony Burton 
at t-burton@telus.net 

Kestrel 19 (D). Aluminium trailer in good condi
tion. Full set all-weather covers, rigging aids, tow
out gear, parachute, extended rudder, cockpit load 
2341bs, oxygen, 720 ch.radio, barograph, Garmin 
GPS with mount, AH, Winter varios, Bohli com
pass, 2 batteries, recently re-wired. New C of A. 
£8,000 or sensible offers. Located Hus. Bos. Tel: 
Martin, 07704 572359. Shane , 07790491360 

ASK21 Just completed total refinish inside and out 
in Twopack. Phone for details 01744 24868 

PART M INSPECTOR SEMINARS 2007 
A series of seminars to introduce new and revised pro
cedures for BGA inspectors and the Continued 
Airworthiness of BGA aircraft. 

All BGA inspectors must attend a seminar before Sept 
2008 to qualify for renewal. 

21 September 07 The Gliding Centre, 
Husbands Bosworth 

20 October 07 Lasham Gliding SOCiety. Alton 
27 October 07 York Gliding Centre, Rufforth 
3 November 07 Midland Gliding Club, 

Long Mynd 
10 November 07 Kent Gliding Club. Challock 
17 November 07 Devon & Somerset Gliding Club. 

Honiton 

Please book using the booking form attached 
Engineering News - Juty 07 or download from the 
BGA web site and email 10 debbie@giiding.co.uk or 
post to the BGA office. The seminars are free of 
charge. delegates pay for own lunch. Places are limit
ed, so please book early to avoid disappointment. 
Joining instructions will be sent about 2 weeks prior to 
the event. 

To assist with catering, please indicate on the booking 
form if you wish to book lunch. 

Some clubs offer accommodation, if required . please 
book directly with them. 

Further seminars are planned for early 2008 in 
Scotland, East Anglia, N Ireland, plus repeat venues in 
the Midlands and Southern England and if there is an 
over subscription in a particular area. 
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GIZMO INSTRUMENTS 

Digital Altimeter Vario/averager 

£199 int. VAT £249 int. VAT 

Latest, state of the art, quality 
instruments at aHordable prices. 

For further details or to buy online visit 
www.gizmo-instruments.co.uk or cali 

(01550) 779107 
Gizmo Instruments are designed and manufactured by 


Premier Electronics (UK) Ltd 


LS6c 15m/ 17.6m. original gel coat in good condi 
tion. Full competition panel , good Cobra type trail 
er, many extras. including two-out gear. CofA end 
of year OIRO £34,500 Tel: 01494 865647 Email : 
peter.hurd218@hotmail.co.uk 

MISCELLANEOUS 

VISITING TALGARTH? Soaring, Ridges, Wave. 
New booklet with diagrams. See current S&G. 
Only £5 incl p&p . To order - I. Shattock, 
Whitegates, Bedwas, Caerphilly, CF83 8ES 

OMARAMA PACKAGE. Spectacular ASW17 + 
Towcar + Hangar space. Owner: Justin Wills last 
20 years. Full kit inc trailer and 2001 3.5L towcar ! 
Ideal package for ambitious syndicate or individual 
wishing to fly 1000K+ in N.Z. [19k ono . 
www.variometer.pwp.b lueyonder.co.uk Luke 
Roberts: 07817 676886 

ACCOMMODATION 

LOVELY 4 BED/4 BATH VILLA FOR RENT in 
Fayence (10 mins from aerodrome). All services 
and linen included. Off season availability on 
request. Contac t Margaret on +966564549650 or 
email margaret_sa@yahoo.co.uk or visit our web
site www.holidays-in-provence.com 

IF THERE IS NO ANSWER RING NEXT WEEK 
we are flying in Florida. Hol iday home convenient 
for Seminole Lake Gliderport and other flying and 
Florida attractions. Fully air-conditioned, 4 bed
rooms, 3 bathrooms and pool. Shane.guy@btinter
net.com or 01223 236618 

Rare chance to buy 
Sailplane & Glider 

from the late 19405 
and early 19505 

Contact: 
The BGA on 01162531051 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 

INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lincs PE12 90B 


Tel: 01406 362462 

Fax: 01406 362124 


E-mail: robin_fidler@yahoo.co.uk 


Authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Services Authority 


Sailplane& Gliding's cover and entire contents are the copyright 01 The 

Britlsh Gliding Association. Nothing here in may be republished in any 

medium or format. in whole or in part, without explici t prior written 
permission from the publ~her. VieviS expressed herein are not neCe5 
..rily those of the BGA. nor of the editor. The publisher reserves th. 
right to accept. reje(~, discontinue or edit any advertising offered for 
publication. Publication and/or inclusion of advertising is not an 
endorsement. qualificat ion, approval or guarantee of the advertiser or 
of the service or product advertised. Readers are advised to make their 
own enquiries in respect of advertisers they may use. 

THE SCOnlSH GUDING CENTRE 
p~ 

WANTED - INSTRUCTOR 
The Scottish Gliding Centre has a vacancy for a Full Time Professional Instructor, starting Autumn 2007. 

A dynamic, highly motivated, full rated instructor (BGA MGIR preferred) is required to run the airfield 
five days a week. Main duties will be training club members from ab-initio to instructor level on a 
booked training basis. In addition, the successful candidate will be required to assist with basic 


glider maintenance during quiet periods. 


Apply with CV to the Chief Flying Instructor at: 


THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 
Portmoak Airfield, Scottandwell, Kinross, KY13 9JJ • Phone 01592 840543 • Fax 08707 626543 


Web http: www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk • email: office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 
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MASON RESTORATION 

Ll1~ 
Glider and MotorgLider 


CofA Inspections 

Weight and Balance 


Repairs and Refinishing on 

Wocxl and Glassfibre 


27 Kellett Gate, Low F'ulney, 

Spalding, Lines PEl2 6EH 


Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 

Email: silenLf1ight@virgin.net 


Sailplane & Gliding 
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Mountain High Oxygen 
Constant-flow systems: 

Comprising cylinder, regulator, flow meter needle valve, 

face mask and cannula. 


With 1801tr, 248ltr or .t151tr aluminium evllnde!l':
=----,--;:: 

~~I'J with 3111tr Kevlar cyllnder:.=----== 

Demand systems: 

Comprising cylinder, regulator, electronic demand 

delivery system (E05), face mask and cannula. 


With 1801tr, 2481tr or 41Sltr aluminium cylinder: 

Wrth 311ltr Kevlar cylinder: £759 

Em~il: lech@alcoolioll.com 

mailto:lech@alcoolioll.com



